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This bulletin is designed to be one of 
the media through which WPA employees 
and the public generally will be able 
to obtain a complete picture of the ace 
tivities of the North Carolina Works 
Progress Administration. It is the ob= 
ject of the NCWPA to bring to you in 
this and subsequent issues, "Its Story." 


‘N George W. Coan, Jr. 
State Administrator 
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WPTF SERIES 
NO. 1 


TALK OF GEORGE W. COAN, JR., STATE WPA ADMINISTRATOR 
OVER RADIO STATION WPTF, RALEIGH, N. C., AT 5:15 PM 
MAY 27, 1936. 


FOR STATION ANNOUNCER: 


This is the first of a serics of radio 
broadcasts of tho Works Progress Ade» 
ministration of North Carolina. They 
are designed to describe the activi- 
tics of the WPA in this State. The 
Speaker of todey is George W. Coan, 
Jre, Stete Administrator of the Works 
Progress Administration of North Caroe 
linn: Mr. Coan: . 


HEE 


Ladics and Gentlemen, the government 
system of administering reliof is a 
failure unless it acquaints the pube 
lic with the needs and problems of 
welfare work. To remedy matters there 
must be direct public participation 
by the agencies of government, which 
means that the Federal, Stete and 
Local Governments should generously 
participate in the financing and in 
the operating of public employment and 
public works programs. Federal and 
Local Governments heve been very liber 
al under the WPA programe 


Beginning ot the time whon relicf bee 
came necessary on a large scale, we 
all remember the cnormous unemployment 
problem and the distress attendant 
thereto which completely enveloped our 
country. Tho President found the sit- 
uation so acute that the Federal Gove 
ernment was forced by circumstances 

to grant aid to the States to assist 
them with their gigantic relicf probe» 
lemse The States, counties and cities 
were unable to cope with the great 
task alone. Direct relief was necese 
sary until time permittcd the forma= 
tion of a better mode for taking care 
of tho situation. Lator, in the Spring 
of 1935, we had progressed to such a 


degree that the National Government 
withdrew from the rclief business, 
purely as suche 


At that time, as now, there were mil- 
lions unemployed, This can be attri-# 
buted to many factors, chicfly: the 
aftermath of the "joy ride” taken upon 
the reckless boom years; the displac- 
ing of workers by advanced methods of 
machine production; workers becoming 
non=productive through physical and 
mental disability; and, a vast army 
of persons, estimated at 2,200,000, 
becoming of working age, since 1929. 
The President would not ignore them. 
Upon his humane position that no one 
should starve in this land of plenty, 
ways were devised to help those in 
need. 


In pursuance to an act of Congress, 

the President, on May 6, 1935, estab- 
lished the Works Progress Administra 
tion " with the responsibility for 

the honest, efficient, speedy and co# 
ordinated execution of the work relief 
program as a whole, and for the exe- 
cution of that program in such a man-= 
ner as to move from the relief rolls 

to work on projects of ‘the WPA or 
other Federal Agencies', or in private 
employment, the maximum number of per- 
sons in the shortest time possible." 

In this connection, please bear in mind 
that though the WPA is the governing 
and, by far, the principal agency, it 
is only one division of the President's 
plan to substitute a payroll for the 
relief roll. 


Since then, those who through circum- 
stances beyond their control, were 
forced to obtain relief as a gift, 


AY 


have been presented with an opportun- 
ity to earn a livelihood in the true 
American manner, through their own 
work, and by their own work they have 
produced useful improvements for 
their own communities in which they 
reside. 


Supervision of the State was decen- 
tralized from Washington #o Adminis-~ 
trative State Headquarters in Raleigh 
also, the State has been divided in- 
to eight Districts, which are charged 
with the responsibility for the actual 
operation of projects lying within 
the respective Districts. 


To thoroughly understand our program, 
we must describe a few technical 
regulations, The first ame is pre-e 
sented by a question which has been 
on the tongues of millions = how can 
I obtain employment on a Work Relicf 
Project of the Works Progress Admin- 
istretion? The requirement is that 
at least 90% of the workers on a WPA 
project be those who had been on the 
relief rolls prior to November 1, 1935 
end priority is given to those who 
hed beon so enrolled prior to May l, 
1935. In North Carolina nearly 96% 
of our workers are from the relicf 
rolls. In addition, whether the per- 
son secking work had been a rolief 
client, or was of nonerelief status, 
gach worker must be registered at an 
office of the State Employment Ser- 
vice, which is affiliated with and 
under the diroction of the United 
States Employment Service. This 
registration, of course, is free of 
cost end it is not only the means 
through which workers are employed 

on WPA work relief projects, but it 
is also a Bureau for the other Feder- 
al Agencies and a clearing house for 
private employment. 


The Employment Division 6f the Works 
Progress Administration made a sure 
vey of the registrations in the eri 
ire State to determine what eligible 


workers were available in number, and 
in what skills, in each and every com-= 
munity of the State of North Carolina. 
In this manner people were placed in 
a position to get work and we could 
plan what kind of work the cities and 
counties should select for them. 


When a project is ready to operate, 
the WPA requisitions workers from the 
Employment Service. Each worker is 
notified and he or she is assigned to 
a particular job. Yet, assigning a 
person.to gainful occupation has been 
just one step in helping him. If the 
job upon which he was working was com= 
pleted, we have made it possible that 
there be further work to which he could 
be reassigned. & 


A WPA project begins solely with the 
sponsor’s proposal. Governmental 
units, the State, cities, counties, 
towns and the like are the only spon= 
sors. They were requested to sponsor 
projects of a useful and beneficial 
natures These Governmental units pro= 
posed their projects with the same 
degree of care with which they would 
have solected work to be done were 
they spending their own tax money for 
the entire project. Bear in mind that 
each and overy project is and has been 
the local community's selection, idea 
and responsibility. Sponsors have bcoen 
required to pay a proportionate share 
of the cost of the things which wo have 
done. For illustration, take one of 
the agricultural buildings now being 
erected, say, the one in Hillsboro. 

To name it properly we must say that 
agricultural building is Orange 
County's WPA projocte 


The ocal Government Agency must send 
in its project proposals to the Dise 
trict Office. From the District Of=# 
fice they ere forwarded to the State 
Office where they are carefully cx 
amined and viewod in tho light of the 
types of workcors availablo in that com-~ 
munity, which means wo interpret the 


pa 


the project in terms of the workers 
and whether or not the projects are 
useful and beneficial, which means 
that the State Office must be satis- 
fied with the project’s integrity. 
If approved here, a project is sent 
to Washington for approval or rejec- 
tion. Projects built by the NC-WPA 
are on the whole more useful and per- 
manent than those constructed under 
ERA and the old OWA. 


For a particular illustration of how 
we have interpreted WPA projects, we 
may take any one of the thousand odd 
work relief projects of the WPA in 
North Carolina, for instance, the 

City of Raeford and the County of Hoke 
selected an Athletic Field and drill 
ground to be constructed. I mention 
that because it was recently completed 
and is typical of so many WPA cone 
struction itesm. It consisted of 
leveling and grading the playing field 
and drill ground, building a fence 

and grandstand. Upon it unskilled 
workers were given employment in the 
grading; skilled and semi-skilled 
workers were needed for the construce 
tion of the fence and grandstand. 

This project was operated because of 
its usefulness, it being desired and 
selected by the officials of Raeford 
and Hoke County, and because from an 
examination of our records we knew 
that it was particularly adapted to 
the skills of persons in that locale 
ity who were registered on the relief 
roll and eligible for WPA employment 
and who needed worke 


There came out of that project a need- 
ed, useful and permanent benefit to 
that community; and the workers, be» 
sides earning a living for themsélves 
and their families, were enthusiastic 
about their jobs because they knew 
that their own home town was being 
enriched by a creation which they and 
their neighbors would enjoy immediate- 
ly and in years to come. 


Eighteen hundred projects of various 
types have been undertaken by the NC- 
WPA, the majority of which has been 
such worthwhile projects as Malaria 
Control, Airports, Armories, Agricul- 
tural Buildings, School building addi-~ 
tions, Farm-toeMarket rog@ds, sewing 
rooms, etCe 


Besides giving work to over 45,000 in 
North Carolina, and our State obtaining 
useful and needed improvements, the 
WPA has had three main objectives. 
WPA is the first universal program 
which has endeavored to preserve skills. 
The majority of persons, male and fe- 
male, have for the most part been as= 
signed to projects for which by train- 
ing and experience they are best adept- 
ed; secondly, through project training 
to rehabilitate themselves by learning 
skills of which they were not formerly 
possessed; thirdly, not to compete 
with private industry. 


The 


We have seen why the Work Relief pro- 
gram was inaugurated, what workers are 
eligible for employment by the WPA and 
how they are selected for work and the 
manner in which work projects came into 
existence. 


Since I have spoken mainly about persons 
end not cbout the many physical accome 
plishments of the NCWPA and the benee 
ficial economic effects of the WPA, 
permit me to say: The WPA has kept tens 
of thousands of our citizens, neighbors 
friends and relatives from the pangs of 
hunger. They are not strangers who are 
being helped but residents of our own 
neighborhoods = our own responsibilities 
However, we should disabuse our minds 
of the thought that the WPA has been a 
free lunch counter = each and every 
worker has been required to give an 
honest day's work = shirking has not 
been tolerated. Each person who keeps 
a WPA job is required to work for his 
WagesSe 


an Ges 


Be it said for the workers: They do 
not want a dole. They want work, 
Since private industry can’t employ 
all of them, we are giving work to 
the many thousands, eligible, able 
end willing to work. 


I want to commend the more than 50,000 
men, women, boys and girls who have 
worked on NCWPA projects for the splene 
did enthusiasm which they have shown 
towards their work, expressing thanks 
to the State, local and Federal Gove 
ernments for helping them. 


Likewise, we are grateful for the gene 
erous contributions of money and ma- 
terials by local sponsors; that is to 
say, local government units, and we 
will long remember the many kind words 
which they have had for the NCWPA. 


The Congressional Delegation and the 
State and local officials have made 
this program possible and they have 
expressed their wishes that the WPA 
be extended. It is needed and North 
Carolina has been immeasurably helped 
by the present and future plans of 
the Federal Government. 


Knowing how much good has been done 
in North Carolina by the various fed~ 
eral works programs, and realizing 
the extreme importance of a close 
cooperation of Federal, State and 
local government officials, we cher~ 
ish the hope that officials elected 
to high public office in our State 
may be men of vision and high charace 
ter, who have the respect of the 
National Administration in Washington. 


KRE 


Work preserves morale. 


HERE 


WE REGRET THE RESIGNATION OF MR. T. L. 
MCGOWAN, ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR, 


Each and every person of the State and 
District Administrative personnel of 
the Works Progress Administration of 
North Corolina regrets that illness 
forced T. Le McGowan our Assistant 
Administrator since the beginning of 
the program, to resign from his office. 


os o> om 


May Mr. McGowan travel along the short 
road to recovery at top specd. 


JOHN D. SPINKS APPOINTED DEPUTY ADMIN. 
ISTRATOR. 


Upon the resignation of Mr. T. L. 
McGowan as Assistant Administrator on 
account of illness, Mr. John D. Spinks 
was appointed Deputy WPA Administrator 
for the State of North Carolina. This 
means that Mr. Spinks is serving in 

a dual capacity. He continues on in 
the position which he has held since 
the inception of the program, that of 
Director of the Division of Operations. 


YOUR MAGAZINE 


This publication is under the direce 
tion of the Division of Information 
Service. It belongs to the Districts 
eas mch as to the State Office. We 
golicit items from you. Tho deadline 
for the receipt of copy is the 10th 
of each month. 
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VISIT YOUR COMMUNITY'S - WPA PROJECTS 
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All items of art and charts herein 


were executed by Messrs. 


Philip 


Schwartz and J. D. Swain. 
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ARMORIES 
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The drawing on the next page shows the plans for the typical 
Armory now being constructed with the assistance of the Works 
Progress Administration. 


The only Armory in the State which will differ greatly from 
this plan is the one now being constructed in Durham. That 
Armory will cost $50,233.00. The cause for the larger cost of 
that construction being that the City of Durham sponsoring the 
Armory, contributed $20,005.00. 


The other Armories are being built at an average cost of about 
$31,000.00. 


Besides Durham, they are located in the following towns: 


Wilson Albemarle 
Edenton Raeford 
Salisbury Wilmington 
New Bern Reidsville 
Henderson High Point 
Greenville Gastonia 


Please bear in mind that these Armories are not properly termed 
the cities" or the WPA's constructions, but caro the joint enter- 
prises of the respective cities and the Works Progress Adminis- 
tration. 


THE OPERATIONS DIVISION IS COMPOSED CHIEFLY OF ENGINEERS AND 
TRAINED TECHNICAL ASSISTANTS. THIS DIVISION IS IN CHARGE OF 
ALL CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS. 
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Twenty-five. Agricultural Buildings are now under construction in North 
Carolinas Each will cost on an average of about $13,000.00, some, of 
course, will cost a bit more than others, this mostly depending upon 
the need on the part of the community in which the Agricultural Build- 
ing is being placed and the sponsor's contribution. 


They are being built in the following towns, the name of the County 
being the name of the sponsoring agency: 


CITY COUNTY GOLLY COUNTY 
Hertford Perquimens Jackson Northampton 
Halifax Halifax Windsor Bertie 
Columbie Tyrrell Hillsboro Orange 
Lillington Harnett Bayboro Pamlico 
Washington Beaufort Gatesville Gates 
Greensboro Guilford Sanford Lee 
Kenansville Duplin Kinston Lenoir 
Snow Hill Greene Reidsville Rockingham 
She Lby Cleveland Lenoir Caldwell 
Monroe Union Fayetteville Cumberland 
Elizabethtown Bladen Wilkesboro Wilkes 
Leurinburg 2cot land Louisburg Franklin 
Trenton Jones 


On the page following is a plan of the typical Agricultural Building 
being built by the Works Progress Administration operating with the 
counties listed above. 


The Agricultural Buildings will serve the communities in which they 
are being built not only for a better market place and for all gather- 
ings pertaining to agriculture, but those buildings will serve for 
many other purposes such as general meeting places in which to hold 
social events. 


VISIT 
YOUR 
COUNTY'S 
WPA 
PROJECTS. 
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WOMEN'S AND PROFESSIONAL PROJECTS 


ey 


Facing the Division of Women's Activi- 
ties of the Works Progress Administra- 
tion when it began to submit projects 
in August, 1935, was the task of find- 
ing sufficiently diversified work to 
Fit the training and abilities of the 
heterogeneous population of the State, 
spread over more than 500 miles from 
the Western peaks to the sands of the 
coast. The families whom it expected 
to restore to self-maintenance through 
its work program were as varied as the 
geographical characteristics of the 
area in which they lived: the sturdy 
mountaineer women, whose fields had 
been eroded and who could no longer 
find a market for the finger-crafts:. 
learned from their forebears, the in- 
dustrial workers, in large and small 
urban areas, whose sources of employ- 
ment in textile, hosiery and tobacco * 
factories had dried up with the shrink- 
age in production; the women in the 
Eastern flat lands, where drought or 


flood made existence forever precarious. 


como pet am enna Conran 


SEWING ROOMS 


Because of the preponderance of un= 
skilled persons on the relief rolls, 
sewing room projects, organized in 
small groups in locations accessible 
to the women, have carried the heavy 
load of employment. At the peak, 
15,000 women, or 15% of the total num- 


ber at work, were employed making socks, 


shirts, sheets, pyjamas, overalls, baby 
‘lothes, quilts and all conceivable 
needlecraft articles. 


But there are no facts and figures that 
can measure the intangible results of 
the extensive program as it touches the 
lives of these people. The sixty-five 
year old lady in Alexander County who 
rides her mule every day eight miles 


to the sewing room, letting neither rain 
nor heavy snows stop or even delay her 
for a single day, is gaining more than 
an immediate Livelihood, acquiring more 
than a skill which will secure for her 
future employment. She is recovering 
confidence in her ability to maintain 
herself in a world of growing insecurity. 


In addition to the training in every 
phase of sewing which they receive, in 
the sewing rooms, women all over the 
State with the seme intense desire as i 
the mule-rider of Alexander County are 


‘ being taught, during the hour and a half 


spent each day in the training period, 
to utilize their new skill in making 
over their own clothes; are initiated 
into the mysteries of budgeting, wise 
buying, gardening, meal planning, as it 
applies to their own wages and resources. 
A nurse comes to teach them the princi- 
ples of personal hygiene and clean liv»: 
ing. The necessity for making the work- 
room a tidy, bright, and cheerful place 
in which to spend their hours, which is 
impressed by the supervisor, is trans- 
ferred by the women to an appreciation 
and a desire to make their own homes 
spotless and more attractive. 


In Pamlico County, while studying house 
furnishings and beautification of grounds. 
the workers became so interested that 
they constructed a well-planned, six- 
room pasteboard house, covered its floors 
with burlap rugs, curtained its windows, 
furnished it with realistic miniature 
matchwood chairs, tables, even a radio. 
This experience in furniture arrangement, 
color harmony and taste in decorations, 
landscaping with native shrubs and 
flowers, stimulated a strong desire to 
bring to their own homes the same beauty 
with which they had endowed the toy 
house of their creation. 


Since the rehabilitation of the individu- 


al is so large a part of the program, 
the desire foremost in its conception 
being to provide her with a useful know- 
ledge of some gainful occupation, and, 
since a large proportion of the women 
are untrained Negresses who may find 
employment as housekeepers, servants 
training courses are conducted in many 
sewing rooms. Cooks learn food prepara- 
tion and efficient house-keepings; maids 
are instructed in the art of service. 


That good health is a primary factor in 
getting and holding a job, and that 
restoring soundness of body and emo- 
tions is a big step in returning a per- 
son to useful living has been recog= 
nized and has led to the organization 

of clinics, conducted regularly for 
vision, hearing, cancer, infant and pre- 
natal care, and other health features. 
The supervisor of one sewing room who 

is a trained teacher of lip reading, 

has organized a small group of deaf 
women and through her interest they are 
being restored to contact with the world 
around them. 


These benefits offered through the WPA 
sewing room projects mean that not only 
are the women regaining a useful and 
assured place in society where before 
they were inactive and despondent, but 
their knowledge is being passed on to 
their families and their children are 
growing up into healthier and better 
CILLZENS o 


WHITE COLLAR PROJECTS 


The Division of Women's end Profes= 
sionel projects has under its supervi- 
sion, in addition to the women employed 
in the sewing rooms, all those white 
coller men and women who have had train- 
ing and education in speciel fields but 
who for economic reasons have been un- 
able to secure employment. In this 
category come the librarians, nurses, 
clerical workers, musicians, teachers, 
and others. 


RECREATION 


The recreation program, which employs 
some five hundred men and women, in 

some places cooperating and extending 
the activities of an already well- 
organized city plan, in others initia~ 
ting in a county with no trained leader- 
ship, no recreational facilities, and a 
great deal of criticism of work that 
proposes to "teach people to play", has 
met with continually enlarging success 
and developing interest. Communities 
becoming aware of the benefits of a plan 
of organized leisure time which keeps 
the children off the street, develops 
them physically and stimulates them 
mentally, are giving universal response 
and cooperation. 


In District 6, two large textile mill 

owners donated community centers. In 

District 7, a mill converted its aban- 
doned ice-house into a two room center 
for reading and gamese Three towns in 
a mountain county have been so impres- 
sed with the work that they are making 
plans to keep the WPA leaders as per= 

manent recreation supervisors 


In Asheville an especially noteworthy 
effort is being made through the re- 
creation project to decrease the preva- 
lence of juvenile delinquencye Gang 
areas in the city have been mapped out 
and case studies made of the leaders. 
Concentrated attention of this sort 

has resulted in winning the interest 

of the mischievous and sometimes mali- 
cious youngsters, and their energies 
can be directed into healthful avenues. 
A recent survey made here indicates 
that many children eight to fourteen 
never before in school have been round= 
ed up and are in regular attendance. In 
Raleigh, where boys’ and girls’ clubs 
have been formed in the delinquency 
areas, two boys taken from jail are now 
in school and are the playgrounds’ most 
enthusiastic supporters. 


Once Peck's bad boy has been induced to 
attend the recreation center, he does 
not have to be coerced to return. 
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Activities are varied enough to appeal 
to the most sophisticated tastes. Should 
he be nimble-fingered, he may join the 
crafts department and learn potter making 
and decorating, basket-weaving, wood- 
craft, soap-carvinge Should his taste 
be dramatic, he may learn acting, write 
his own plays and direct them, design 
costumes, construct scenery» Since there 
will be no standard stage equipment, his 
ingenuity will be challenged to construct 
lighting apparatus from old tin cans, 
scenery fromscrap lumber and burlap. 


Should he have musical talent he may 
join the boy*s orchestra, sing with the 
choral groupsa If he is a mountain boy 
he may learn folk songs; should he be 
Negro he will chant his race's inimitable 
spiritualse His father and mother may 
join with him in a community "sing". If 
he is of athletic nature, he may parti- 
cipate in active sports, compete with 
other sections in contests of all kinds. 


Peck's bad boy's sister may do all this 
alsos and if she insists on her feminine 
prerogatives she may in addition carve 
beads for her adornment, make clothes 
for tho puppets which jerk their way 
through "Little Red Riding Hood" or 
"Winny the Pooh", guided by the hands 

of her playmates in the center, and do 
other things which her brother would 
sneer at loftily as "girls' games". 


Not all the activities are directed to- 
ward the children, however. Neighbor= 
hood clubs for parcnts bring groups to- 
gether at the center, whore they may 
onee more learn to play themselves; and 
where, through contact with the leader, 
they acquire a docpor understanding of 
their children's problems and a greater 
patience in handling them. 


LIBRARY AND BOOK MENDING 


To assure the efficient oporation of the 
library and book-mending projects, the 
North Carolina Library Association fur- 
nished ea trained librarian to conduct 


classes in bookemending. Thousands of 
dollars worth of books have been res~ 
tored to shelves of public and school 
librarics; and many persons, both whito 
and colored, have lcarned a skill by 
which they may become sclf-supporting. 
In library trucks made over from old 
school busses, the travelling WPA li«# 
brarians go into tho rural sections, 
bringing to the isolated farm families 
the weelth of new exporionce and far 
countries found in literature which 
had previously been unexplored by thom. 
In the section surrounding Salisbury 
alone, 1,785 persons have attended the 
library, 2,269 books have been circue 
lated. 


The training received on this project 
has opened new opportunities to many. 
The recently inaugurated book rental 
system in this State will bring a de- 
mand for book menders. Churches are 
requesting WPA trained workers to mend 
hymnals; and in one district, two per» 
sons trained on projects have opened 
their own book=mending shops and have 
received considerable income for work 
done for private libraries. 


SCHOOL LUNCHES 


Into the lunchrooms of schools, WPA has 
sent women to assist in planning, pre- 
paring and serving meals to underprivie 
leged children. In some places, through 
contributions of food by organizations 
such as the Parent-Teacher Association, 
free lunches have been given to children 
of needy families who could not provide 


- food or money to purchase it with. Where 


it was not possible to get the food do-# 
nated, the children have brought from 
home anything which they have - fresh 

or home-canned vegetables, fruits, home- 
cured meat, butter, eggs = in exchange 
for which they received lunch tickets 
equal to the value of the food they 
brought, and with the tickets they pur- 
chased their lunches. 


This project has been of untold value in 
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child health, for lunches furnished in 
this way were for many the only hot meal 
of the day. One district kept weight 
records of the children participating, 
and the average gain during the operae 
tion of the project was seven pounds per 
child. 


EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM 


Thus into every phase of life, WPA proje 
ects have been extended. Fourteen hune 
dred and five teachers during the year 
have heard multiplication tables and 
guided uncertain hands through the ine 
tricacies of the written alphabet, but 
their classrooms were filled not with 
squirming six-to-fourteen year olds but 
with edult illiterates, who listened 
with the rapt attention of persons whose 
years without education had taught them 
its value. No June college graduate is 
more proud than these pupils as they 
receive at the end of their course the 
certificate of work earnestly done. At 
present 939 teachers are employod and 
28,331 persons are enrolled in WPA adult 
education classes. 


County and District-wide Educction Dry 
programs have been held during the lst 
week in June throughout the entire State. 
The most enthusiastic and ambitious of 
these was held in Asheville on June 2, 
1936, when over 1,000 Literacy Certifie 
cates were presented to WPA adult stu- 
dentse Over 3,500 persons attended the 
exercises and these WPA officials were 
presents 


Mr. Aubrey Williams, Deputy WPA Admin- 
istrator. 


Mr. George W. Coan, Jr., State WPA 
Administrator. 


Dr. L. Re Alderman, National WPA Edu- 
cation Director. 


Mrs. May E. Campbell, State Director 
Women's and Professional Projects. 


Intense enthusiasm has been shown on the 
part of everyone throughout the entire 
Stat @e 


HOMEMAKING 


Home makers visit families oof limited 
incomes and resources, terching them to 
utilize every conceivable thing eround 
them to their advantage, with the result 
that women are proudly wearing linen- 
like suits, perfectly tailored, made of 
fertilizer bags at a cost of from six- 
teen to sixty-five cents; and are very 
effectively curtaining their windows 
with dyed burlap drapes. 


CLERICAL 


Clerical workers who are indexing vital 
statistics never before accessible, and 
making available valuable real e state 
records, marriage certificates, etCe, 
are receiving the whole-hecrted praise 
of public administration conscious city 
and county officials, lawyers, and pub- 
lic agencies. Research workers of all 
kinds are contributing valuable items 
of sciontific information. 


ART 


Through the Federal Art Project for the 
first time art galleries open the year 
round have been established in Raleigh, 
Winston-Salem, and Asheville, md one 
is soon to open in Greensboro. Intere 
esting exhibits of nationally-known as 
well as local atists have been arranged; 
lectures and gallery talks have been 
given to clubs, civic organizations, 
schools; a catalogue is being prepared 
of all the pictures and art pieces in 
the State. During the summer, outdoor 
sketching classes will be conducted. 


VISIT THE WPA SEWING ROOMS AND ART CENTERS 


| 


~20= 


DRAMA 


To theatreegoing audiences who for a 
long time have been unable to see stage 
plays except on visits to New York, and . 
to large numbers of people who have 
grown up knowing only the movics, the 
WPA Federal Theatre Project is bringing 
Once more an opportunity to enjoy live 
ing dramae In Asheville, a group of 
professional actors and technicians 
have been touring the mountcin sections 
presenting plays for CCC camps with 
great succcsse In nine other towns, 
non=- professional groups supervised by 
a trained FIP director are playing to 
enthusiastic audiences. In Manteo, the 
group is perticularly devoted to pre- 
serving the folklore of historic Dare 
County in its plays; in Raleigh, the 
Little Thoatre is having the opportune 
ity of prosenting plays under the die 
rection of and with tho assistance of 
the WPA. 


Two writers havo been assigned to the 
FTP in Chapel Hill to study the history 
of the theatre movement in North Cero» 
lina and to convert into dramtic form 
some of the incidents of Stcte history 
which aro being gathered by the Federal 
Writers* Projects while the latter is 
compiling material for the State Guido. 


In an experimental effort to relieve 
the congestion of unemployed actors in 
New York, decentralize the theatre, and 
restore to its former place in Southern 
life the road touring company, a group 
of professional actors have been ree# 
settled in North Carolina, Using 
Raleigh as their base, the toupea is 
travelling with a new play every six 
weeks through all of North Carolina, 
and will extend its activities into Vir- 
ginia and South Carolina, as audiences 
are developed. 


MUSIC 


The Federal Music Project, which got 


ATTEND WPA SHOWS 


off to a slow start, is proceeding with 
an increasingly enthusiastic reception. 
The North Caroline Symphony Orchestra, 
which is established in Asheville, has 
been giving an average of two concorts 
a wock for three months. Ashoville, 
once a center of summer music festivals, 
importing orchestras and soloists of 
prominence, has felt during the dopres- 
sion a lapso of its musical life, 
Through the Symphony Orchestra, music 
is being restored to its formor place 
in this resort town, and once again 
there is to be a music festival, June 
8, 9, and 10, with the Orchestra as tho 
nucleuse 


Negro Choral groups have been organized 
in Ralcigh and Durham, wier the direction 
of a trained and oxpcrienced singer. 

On Junel9, a Nogro Pageant, made up of 
Negroes on all projects, is to be held, 
with 200 voices participating. 


The WPA Little Symphony, locatcd in 
Raleigh, is reaching 1200 persons a week 
with its program of amateur nights, com- 
munity sings, and recreationsl music, 

in addition to symphony concerts of 
high calibre. 


All these projects are a moving cultur- 
al force in their communities, and are 
receiving complete participation from 
the public. 


The interest end cooperation of county 
officials, civic organizations, women's 
clubs, parent-tcachor associations, has 
boon gratifying in the oxtremce Space 
heat, light, water, matcrials, wquip- 
ment, supervision has been donatod; 
County Home Agents, Health Officers and 
others have given generously of their 
time and experience in helping train 
end supervise the workers in their par- 
ticular ficlds of knowlcodge. Tho City 
Health Officer of Greensboro has offer- 
ed to conduct clinics for typhoid and 
diphtheria vaccinations in tho sewing 
roomse In cooperation with the Charlotte 


LISTEN TO WPA MUSIC 
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Community Center, WPA has been able to 
conduct occupational therapy classes, 
sponsored and supervised by the Mental 
Health Associction and the City Health 
Department. Through the handcrafts 
learned by the childron under tho care 
of the psychiatrist of the Association, 
they are regaining mental ond emotional 
brlancee One child has been so successe 
ful in making and selling woodwork that 
he is earning enough to purchase his own 
clothes and shoos. 


The effort which is made throughout to 
fit the type of training to the capacity, 
experience, and interests of tho indi- 
vidual has brought gratifying results. 
Skilled seamstresses trained on projects 
are securing employment in nearby gar= 
ment factoriese In some sections, women 
who had never before touched a needle 
are now taking orders for the rugs they 
have learned to make from scrapse Toure 
ist trade in Western ports of the State 
is enabling many women whose skills have 
been receptured with tho aid of the 
training given to carn a livelihood. One 
Syrian woman in an Eastern town, who 


taught lace-making of rare and unusual 
patterns, through her contacts gained 
while working on the project, may soon 
become self-supporting. 


During the recent quota reduction, a 
woman in an Eastern town cut off because 
she had no dependents mentioned to the 
supervisor that she made doughnuts; 
friends were encouraged to buy who were 
so pleased that the woman's fame grew, 
and she is now selling so many doughnuts 
that her earnings exceed the security 


| wage she had received on the project. 


When successes such as these are possible 
and when it is remembered that every ine 


| dividual employed on a project is ren= 
| dering a needed service to his 


or her 
community - a service which private ine 
dustry seems unable to undertake in its 
present economic condition, and which 
the budgets of local, county or state 
supported agencies and institutions do 
not allow them to render = then it would 
seem that the Federal works program is 
a vital and dynamic factor in our lives. 
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THE WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION PROVIDES SAFE 
WORKING CONDITIONS FOR ITS EMPLOYEES. 


IF A WPA EMPLOYEE IS INJURED HE IS TAKEN CARE OF 


The WPA has the interest of the worker 

at heart and does everything possible 

to see that he is working under safe cone 
ditionse In accordance with that policy 
the President issued an executive order 
stating that "All work projects shall be 
conducted in accordance with safe working 
conditions and every effort shall be made 
for the prevention of accidents". It 

was necessary, therefore, that safety ser 
vice, including regular inspection and 
consequent recommendations, be provided 
for all projects prosecuted by the Works 
Progress Administration. 


Not only does the Safety Division give 
regular safety inspection to projects, 
but every building used by the Adminis- 
tration must be inspected and approved 
before being occupiede Follow-up ine 
spections for fire, accident and health 
hazards are made at least monthly. 
Every truck used by the Administration 
must display a certificate showing that 
it has been inspected and approved by 

a representative of the Safety Division. 
Follow-up inspection of trucks are made 
each ninety dayse 


Bach of the sight districts in the State 


Ay 


has a District Safety Inspector, report= 
ing to the State Safety Consultant. On 
some large projects it is necessary that 
a full-time job safety inspector be 
present to devote his entire time to the 
welfare of those employed on work pro- 
jects. 


It is required that prompt and efficient 
first aid treatment be made available 

to those WPA employees injured while on 
the job. Standard first aid kits are 
maintained on each jobs, and in most ine- 
stances this equipment is in charge of 

a person who has had the standard Red 
Cross first aid course. 


That the Safety work of the NCWPA has 
been effective is shown by the fact that 


safety regulations and the like, pro- 
duces and distributes many original 
Safety posters and it dramatizes, by 
posters, accidents which have occurred, 
We include an illustration in our book- 
let. (See page 25) . 


COMPENSATION 


If a person is so unfortunate as to be 
injured in the course of his employment 
on a WPA project, compensation is paid 
to him during the time such disability 
exists. A specified schedule of com- 
pensation is provided for injuries and 
also, payment is provided to benefici- 
aries in the event a person is killed 
on one of our jobs. 


the frequency rate for the State has been |. 


reduced from 73-5 on October 31, 1935, 
to 14.8 on May 25, 1936, which places 
us among the States which have made the 
most admirabie record. 


The State Safety Department, besides the 
usual posters calling attention to 


The compensation section of the NCWPA 
also handles all compensation claims 
for the Resettlement Administration in 
North Carolina and it has also been 
called upon to assist the State head- 
quarters in matters involving legal 
questions. 
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COMMENCEMENT DAY OF WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION'S ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAM 
FOR DISTRICT EIGHT WAS HELD IN ASHEVILLE ON JUNE 2, 1936. 


The Commencement was Dedicated to Mr. George W. Coan, Jr. 


Mr. George W. Coan, State Administrator, 
was among the notables present. A very 
elaborately contrived program was issued 
and on the first page appeared Mr. Coan's 
picture with the greetings of, "Happy 
Birthday, from 10,000 Adult Students and 
“169 Teachers". That day was Mr. Coan's 
birthday anniversary. 


It was estimated that over 3,000 stu- 
dents of the WPA Educational Program 
were present at the exercises. 


They came . 


from twelve Western North Carolina 
counties. The commencement exercises 
were held at McCormack Field. Besides 
the addresses made by prominent State 
WPA and educational leaders, the names 
of which were noted in the article here= 
in of the Woman's Division, a cleverly 
contrived original pageant was presented 
by the students of the WPA education 
classes. "My Country” was the title of 
the pageant. The first episode was, 
"Eve of Discovery", in which a group of 
Cherokee Indians participated. The 
second episode was, "Discovery". The 
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third told the story of the "Founding of 
Jamestown". The fourth episode depicted 
the “Landing of the Pilgrims". Episode 
number five, "The Spirit of Seventy-Six". 
Episode number scven, "Constitution is 
Gained". Parts two, three, and four gave 
episodes concerning the "Law Givers of 
Our Country"; "Our Country's Trials and 
Future”, . 


Over 1,000 adult students had earned and 
were presented with literacy certificates. 


ce eh oe Te 


WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION REVIVES 
ASHEVILLE MUSIC FESTIVAL 


CARS see See 


Symphony Orchestra, An Oratorio, Soloists, 
and a Bellet Were Presented. 


For several years in the past, Asheville 
has held a Music Festival of the highest 
order. Fifty members of the famed 
Philadelphia Orchestra furnished the or- 
chestral background. Famous artists 
were brought in to the delight of not 
only the citizens of Adheviile, but to 
the many visitors to this mountain city 
in the land of the sky. Later, opera 
was produced. Then Asheville was unable 
to carry on that endeavor. 


For several years Asheville was without 
the annual Music Festival, which brought 
visitors from not only North Carolina, 
but also nearby states. Now, due to the 
Works Progress Administration, this 
Festival has been revived. 


There has been a change in policy in that 
artists were not imported, but the many 
talented people in that community were » 
used. The North Carolina Symphony Or- 
chestra, which is now under the direc= 
tion of the WPA, took the place of the 
imported orchestras of former days. The 
North Carolina Symphony Orchestra is now 
stationed in Asheville, where it has 

been rehearsing and giving concerts in 


the surrounding territory, making the 
western part of the state a mecca for 
musical enthusiasts. The Orchestra was 
heard in a concert on Monday, June 8. 
The Orchestra has attained a high artis- 
tic standinge 


On Tuesday evening, June 9th, in place 
of "The Mikado", which was originally 
scheduled and which will be presented 
later, many prominent soloists and the 
Asheville Civic Ballet were presented. 


The local Recreation Council, the Little 
Theatre and the WPA sewing room, all 
under the direction of WPA, cooperated 
with the Federal Music Project. 


The culminating program was given on 
Wednesday, June 10, when the Asheville 
Festival Chorus, assisted by the 
Symphony Orchestra presented "The Holy 
City", an oratorio, by Alfred Gaul. 


Tourists and citizens alike acclaimed 
the return of musical normalcy in the 
life of the City. The artistic and 
business interests displayed deep inter- 
est in the Festival. 


The Orchestra will go on tour, giving 
people in other parts of the State the 
Opportunity of hearing good music. 


At least one more festival will be given 
in, thc State during the summer period. 


There was an editorial in the Asheville 
Citizen saying that the WPA North Caro- 
lina Symphony Orchestra “Won the hearts 
and appreciation of the audience”. 
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WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION WORKERS 
MEET TWO EMERGENCIES 


The Greensboro Tornado 


This WPA work project was started and 


completed in rapid manner. A tornado 
struck Greensboro on April 2, 1936. 
Thirteen people were killed, one hune 
dred and thirty were injured. The pro- 
perty loss was great. The State WPA 
Administrator immediately instructed th 
District Director to work WPA employees 
in the devastated area. At once, over 
300 WPA work relief employees with hand 
tools and 32 dump trucks were assigned 
to clearing away debris, opening streets 
for traffic, searching for dead and de~ 
molishing buildings which were left in 
an unsafe condition. The WPA men work- 
ed long and faithfully. Relief workers 
truly relieved the distress of others. 
Greensboro City Officials extended great 
praise to the WPA for the very efficient 
manner in which the undertaking was ace 
complished. 


FOREST FIRES 


An emergency occurred in Brunswick 
County. Forest fires were raging. The 
CCG boys who had been valiantly fight- 
ing the fires were exhpusted and were 
ordered by the doctors to rest. The 
fire warden turned to tho WPA for help. 
All WPA projects in Brunswick County 
ceased operations for 24 hours and the 
work relief employecs turned with ene» 
thusiasm to fire fighting while the 
CCC boys rested. 
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ACTING DIRECTOR OF 
FINANCE 


We appreciate the assistance givon us 
by Mr. Re De Pittman as Acting Director 
of Finance during tho past several 
woekse 


Mr. Pittman is a Regional Examinor on 
the staff of Mr. Corrington Gill, Assis- 
tont Administretor at Washington. He 
will bo succeeded by Major A. Re Turn= 
bull who enters upon the duties of this 
office as of Juno 16, 1936. 
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VISIT YOUR CITIES' AND COUNTIES" 
WPA PROJECTS. 


The Works Program has ‘seen in operation 


in North Carolina since last Fall. It 
is tho program of every citizen of the 
Stete of North Carolina. We not only 
request thet you do so, but wo deem it 
your duty that you visit your citics’ 
and your counties’ WPA projects, and see 
what is being done by your locel com» 
munities and the WPA. 


HHH 
EDITORS COMMENT 


Reduction of the number of persons work-= 
ing on WPA projects has happened not 
only in this State, but it has occurrod 
ell over the United States in accordance 
with tho policy established by tho WPA 
to transfer its work relief employces 

as spocdily as possible from its projects 
to those of other Federal agoncies and 
to private employment. As we have ree 
leased workers, it was planned and do- 
pended upon, that the other agoncics, 
the Federal and local road building pro- 
groms, agriculture and other seasonal 
occupations, would absorb a large number 
of WPA workers. 


All Federal agencies in this State, in- 
cluding WPA, are now omploying nearly 
nine-tenths as many persons as at any 
time since the beginning of the work 
program. Farming and private industry 
have absorbed many WPA workers. 


So, we see that George W. Coan, Jrey 
State Administrator, carried out the 
retrenchment of the WPA, in its number 
of project workers employed, in accords 
ance with instructions. Such was accome 
plished in North Carolina in the manner 
of a well-ordered and carefully-planned 
retreat. Now, the NCWPA is not making 
any further reductionse Its quota was 
established and attained on Juno lst, 
end, at present, the WPA is "marking 
time" as far as the number of persons 
employed is involved until the new pro- 
gram of the WPA is announced. 
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"LISTEN IN" TO WPA RADIO BROADCASTS 
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"LISTEN IN" TO WPA RADIO PROGRAMS 


One of the series of talks on the “Fundamentals 
Aims and Accomplishments of the NOWPA" is being 
given each Wednesday at 5:15 P.M. over Radio 
Station WPIF, Raleigh, North Carolina. 


WPA ELECTRICAL TRANSCRIPTIONS 


The Works Progress Administration has prepared a series of 
15 minute radio programs in the form of electrical trans~ 
Criptions. ** The programs are of wide variety. lEvery 
musical recording is supervised and approved by Dr. Nicolai 
Sokoloff, Director of the Federal Music Project, and well 
known to the entire musical world. ** The WPA 100 piece 
symphonic band is preparing programs of great interest to 
all lovers of good band music. ** In addition to these 
two large units, the WPA is making a series of Negro Spirit- 
val records, sung by the "Negro Melody Singers", a chorus 
of 40 voices well known for their excellent end authentic 
renditions. Also string quartcts, soloists, chamber operas 
and many other forms of good misic will be presented. ** 
We can assure you that they are excellent radio entertain- 
ment. Listen in for these presentations over all radio 
stctions in North Carolina. 
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WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION OF 
NORTH CAROLINA 


Raleigh, N. C. 


GEORG HAW 2CO AN in 


State Administrator 


John D. Spinks A. R. Turnbull Mrs. May E. Campbell 
Deputy Administrator and Director, Finance and Director, Women's and 
Director of Operations Statistics Professional Projects 

E. G. Dorsey Mrs. J. H. Frye C. E. McIntosh 
Director of Employment Associate Director of Director, NYA and 
Employment Education Program 
Vol. II, No. 2 July-August, 1936 Information Service 
FOREWORD 


“Only through a clear understanding by every citi- 
zen of the objective, organization, and availability of 
the Government Agencies can they render truly ef- 
fective service and assure progress toward economic. 
security.” —Franklin D. Roosevelt. 


OL oa he se 


Carrying forward that thought to the end that all 
persons may be informed about WPA activities, the 
North Carolina Works Progress Administration con- 


tinues to bring “Its Story’’ to you. 
(phon \ 


Fred J. Cohn, 
Director, Information Service 


NCWPA 9ts Story ee 


GEORGE W. COAN, JR. 
State Administrator 


““—no better executive in North Carolina.” 


Above: A monument to Virginia Dare which stands im- 
mediately in front of a restored block house 


Below: A view of the entrance to Fort Raleigh, taken 


from the interior 
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WPA RECORDS HISTORY OF FIRST WHITE COLONY 
The restoration of Fort Raleigh on Roanoke Island, Dare 
County, now nearing completion under the Works Progress 
Administration, is from an historical standpoint one of the 
most important projects in the State—marking, as it does, the 
first white settlement on American shores. 


Located on the exact spot which both tradition and visual 


evidence proclaimed as the original site chosen by Governor 
John, White and his colonists in 1587, the restoration has 


already drawn thousands of visitors down the Virginia Dare - 


Trail to view the birthplace of the first white child in the 
“New World.” 


A high palisade of split unpeeled juniper logs encloses the 


—— 


buildings, of which the chapel is the most elaborate. Also 


built of juniper logs with a thatched reed roof, the chapel is 
fitted with altar, font and rough benches. Native shrubs and 
wild flowers are being planted in an effort to restore the site 
to its original primitive beauty. 


ARCHIBALD G. MONKS 


MONKS & JOHNSON 
ARCHITECTS - ENGINEERS 
BOSTON-NEW YORK 


GEORGE R. GOETHALS 


99 CHAUNCY STREET 


June 13, 1936 hts Be 


Mr. George W. Coan 
W.P.A. State Director 
Raleigh, North Carolina 


Dear Sir:- 


During a recent visit to Manteo, North 
Carolina, I had much pleasure in seeing the work 
of the W.P.A. undertaken at Fort Raleigh. ‘he 
reconstruction interested me very much as I am 
familiar with primitive log buildings from 


experience both in this country and in Switzerland 
where I studied architecture. 


The original conditions have been 
faithfully reproduced in fort and church, and 
one feels throughout the intelligent handling 
of material and tools in the spirit of the pioneers, 


May I congratulate you on this remarkable 
achievement of the W.P.A. under your direction, 
and on your fortunate choice of Mr. Albert Bell 
whom I found in charge of the undertaking. I : 
realize very well how difficult it mist have been 
to find the right man for so unusual a construction 
task. 


Yours very truly, 


THE CITY OF ELIZABETH CITY 
NORTH CAROLINA 


L. E. SKINNER, JR. 
TAX COLLECTOR 
AUDITOR AND CLERK 


ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT 


July 9, 1936. 


Mir. E. S. Askew 

Director First District 

Works Progress Administration 
Elizabeth City, N. Cc. 


My dear Mr. Askew:- 


On behalf of the Board of Aldermen, 
the citizens of Elizabeth City and myself, I wish 
to express our sincerest appreciations for the 
excellent work done by your organization for our 
city and the fine, active interest you have taken 
personally in the promulgation of our federal pro- 
jects. 


The -project already completed (wood 
cutting project) was greatly beneficial to thephy- 
sical and eleemosynary welfare of Elizabeth City 
and the projects now in operation ( sewing room, 
sidewalk paving and street paving) will be a last- 
ing testimonial to our great national leader and a 
glowing and permanent tribute to your organization 
and its leadership. 


In addition to the worth while nature 
of our projects, you have succeeded in relieving 
Elizabeth City of an alarming unemployment problem 
and have made our community happier, brighter and 
more contented. 


Please accept our earnest thanks for 
your fine cooperation; for the work of your organ- 
ization and for the "powers that be" that has made 
this work pessible. 


I also extend my highest pers 
regards. 


Cordially yours, 


Jerome B. Flora, 
City of Elizabeth 


ELIZABETH CITY SCHOOLS 
Elizabeth City, N. C. 


ad. &. SAWYER 
Sao sea cae July 9, 1936 


LOGAR E. BUNDY 
SUPERINTENDENT 


; : ; Mr. Ee S. Askew, Director 
Above: An Elizabeth City Sidewalk gle progressbaaiintevracion, 


Elizabeth City, N. C. 


Below: The Elizabeth City Community Dear Mr. Askew:- RE: Elizabeth City Community Building, 
Building Project Serial #1-70-517-198. 


: At this time we, the Sponsors, of the above mentioned project wish 
Both are WPA projects to convey to you and the Administration our appreciation of the 
wonderful cooperation that you have given in razing the old Primary 
School Building and also in errecting the new Community Building 
located at the corner of Dyer and Cedar Streets this city. 


The Community Building is now about two-thirds completed and it is 
our hope that it can be completed and turned over to the use of 
our city with a big celebration on Labor Day, September 7th. 


“» In our opinion this building will serve a purpose which our city 
has needed for a long time, and we have no hesitancy in saying that 
4f it had not been for the wonderful assistance of the Administration 
4 this building could not have been errected. 


he Sponsors are very much pleased with the appearance of this project 
and it is our intention to have a photographer make a large picture 
of this building showing a perspective view, and we will be pleased 
to furnish you with a copy of this picture as soon 4s we receive same 
from the photographer. 


Let us again express to you and the Administration our sincere thanks 
HW for your help in giving us this much needed building, we are, 


Yours very truly, 


ie) Elizabeth City Svnool Board. 


= : 2 KA Sauy/ Chairman. 
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Below: Workers spreading part of the § ; ee 
9 ° 
3,000,000 bushels of oysters, planted by the uly 9, 
. . . f 
WPA to rehabilitate North Carolina's oyster 
industry 


Mr, Fred Cohn, Director, 
Information Service, 
Raleigh WPA Office, 
Raleigh, N. Cc. 


Dear Mr, Cohn: 


This Department, as you know, sponsored 
the oyster planting projects in Eastern North Carolina, I 
have not before me at this moment the number of bushels that 
have been spread over the oyster bottoms of the sounds but, 
suffice it to say that thousands of bushels have been plant- 
ed, To my mind, there has not been another undertaking in 
North Carolina of more value and benefit. The oyster in- 
dustry had sunk to its lowest depth and this Department and 
other interested agencies had been unable to finance such an 
undertaking. I want to assure you that ERA and WPA both 
deserve and will receive the gratitude of #astern North 
Carolina for the generous help and aid they have given us, 
If these plants could be properly protected, North Carolina 
will again come into its own in the shellfish industry. 


j We are most grateful indeed, not elone 
for this project, but for many others that have veen sponsor- 
ed through this Department, 


With kind regards, I am 


R. Bruce Ethe 


NCWPA 9tn Stony 6 


Sp el dsc andl islet Below: A WPA sewer 


THE DURHAM SUN 


“EVENING HOURS ARE BEADING HOURS” 
August 4, 1936 
Durham Gets Action 

Before Durham was aware, so to speak, the development 
of its parks under the WPA has begun. Construction started 
yesterday on the Long Meadow and Hillside projects. Some 
70 workers were given employment which is expected to keep 
them active, during favorable weather, until next summer. 

From the WPA will come $85,269, a quite respectable sum, 
and the city of Durham will provide $23,926. As has been ex- 
plained in the news stories, playgrounds, bal] fields, tennis 
courts, picnic grounds, movie theatres, swimming pools and 
such equipment will be provided. They will be provided, inci- 
dentally, for sections where they are most needed, we be- 
lieve, in keeping young children and, for that matter, older 
people, off the streets and out of mischief. 

The speed and quiet with which the WPA went to work on 
the Durham park project, is another gratifying testimonial to 
the efficiency, effectiveness and fairness of the present WPA 
administration in North Carolina under the direction of Major 
George W. Coan. Durham not only is unquestionably getting 
a fair deal, but the interminable delays and ridiculous excuses 
of the old relief regime have passed. ] 

Major Coan is also mayor of Winston-Salem. He is a 
former president of the North Carolina Municipal League and 
is still greatly interested in its work and problems. He has his 
private interests to look after, but he is finding time, too, to 
make one of the best WPA administrators in the country. He 
knows what WPA is expected to do, he knows what it can do 
and he is seeing that it does it in North Carolina. 

The critic seeking boondoggling would fare ill in a check of 
the WPA work in the North State. Major Coan is determined 
that, when WPA shall have passed into history as part of the 
great program which brought America forth from the slough 
of despond, monuments -to money well spent and permanent 
service performed will be left to remind the State that public 
works can be sound and of tremendous value. 

In Durham, thus far, the Durham auditorium-armory, now 
going up, is the most outstanding achievement from the com- 
munity standpoint and, frankly, Durham has Major Coan to 
thank for it. He went “down the line” for us. One of these 
days, as rapidly as the engineering preliminaries can be car- 
ried out, a splendid airport is going to overshadow even the 
auditorium-armory as a permanent WPA testimonial. Dur- 
ham’s airport site apparently is one of the finest anywhere. 
Major Coan is determined that an airport shall be built, if 
one is built at all, which will meet the needs of the com- 
munity and which will fit into the needs of the community as 
it appears they will be not only today, but a reasonable number 
of years hence. He has made clear he does not intend to fall 
into the error of permitting Durham or the WPA to waste 
money on something which would soon be hopelessly inadequate 
and therefore compel another huge outlay of money undoing 
What had been done and doing it all over again. 

Durham will have a proper airport. Other WPA work of 
inestimable value to Durham which, by its nature, may escape 
public attention is found in street and sewer development here. 
Curb and gutter projects have improved many streets. Six such 
projects are now under way in the Hayti section. Several 
streets are being graded. Sewer extensions into areas where 
the city was unable to finance them have led to the erection 
of at least 200 new homes, and sewers, it*goes without saying, 
afe vital to the health of any congested city such as Durham. 

The important extension of Morehead avenue from Chapel 


Hill boulevard to Anderson street is also a WPA project and a; 


worth-while one. The tremendous fill and park development 
at the North Durham school form an outstanding achievement. 
Major Coan is a fighter. He intends to get things done. 
He is getting them done and, since that includes Durham’s 

projects, Durham cannot help but be pleased. 
—_— 0-0 


under construction at Roa- 
noke Rapids 


“The town of Edenton has laid about $80,000 worth of 
needful sanitary and storm drainage sewerage under the 
various relief agencies and also a large amount of ditching 
and other malarial control work, all of which has and will 
prove of inestimable value to our community. 

We now have under construction an imposing armory- 
auditorium structure which will be a credit to the town 
and a lasting monument to the Works Progress Adminis- 
tration and to our great humanitarian President.’-—E. W. 
Spires, Mayor of Edenton 


‘On behalf of our town, I wish to express to you and 
your department our appreciation for the projects that you 
and your department have approved for us. ... It has 
helped our employment situation more than I can estimate. 
Without Federal Aid, the town could not do this much 
needed work, because we did not have the necessary 
funds to finance same.’’—J. T. Maddrey, Mayor of Weldon 


‘The Works Progress Administration by creating needed 
employment has improved the morale of those employed 
and restored confidence to business in general, to such an 
extent that its benefits have reached far and wide. In our 
judgment this moral effect has been worth much more than 
its cost. Such benefits cannot be measured in dollars and 
cents. 

‘In addition to this we have the Community House at 
Scotland Neck, the improved and repaired schoolhouses 
all over the county, the county agricultural building at 
Halifax and other real monuments to WPA which will serve 
our people for many years to come.'’—C. S. Vinson, Aud- 
itor, W. O. Davis, County Agent, of Halifax County 
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NCWPA _ 


Mr. E. J. Hill, WPA 
New Bern, N. C. 
Dear Sir: 

Since our city has grown to Jack’s Creek, it has al 
ways been an eye-sore and expense to our Board of 
Aldermen. We have had trouble in keeping the weeds 
down, and the Health Department has continually 
called our attention to the fact that it was a breeding 
place for mosquitos. 

We had a local organization known as the Bug House 
Laboratory which received national attention for the 
work done by the boys in this organization. It was 
started in a small building out back of town but soon 
outgrew its quarters. Through the CWA and the as- 
sistance of the city, these boys started a Park and Mu- 
seum down on Jack’s Creek. Feeling that they had 
outgrown their name, it was changed to the Washington 
Field Museum. When the work was withdrawn under 
the CWA it appeared to these boys that they were 
going to find their dream had come to an abrupt end- 
ing, but through the WPA and the help of the city, the 
citizens which were interested, they were able to con 
tinue their work, and at the present time, it is one of 
the show places of this section. If a visitor comes to 
our city the first question that he is asked is “Have you 
been down to the Field Museum?’ Now, instead of 
being an eye-sore, we have a beautiful park and some- 
thing that our entire citizenship is very proud of. 

I want to write you in reference to the improvements 
made to our Fire Station under the WPA during the 
past year. We have a Volunteer Fire Department in 
our city which is very efficient, and one of which our 
citizens are very proud. We had them housed in 
quarters that were almost equal to a camp or large 
barn. Through the assistance of the WPA we were 
able to build them nice rooms and fix their hall, which 
is one of the nicest of its kind in this section. It is not 
only used by the Fire Department, but for community 
gatherings as well. 

Thanking you and your organization for your assistance 
in aiding us to secure these improvements, I am 

Yours truly, 
R. H. Hodges, Mayor, 
Washington, N. C 
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North Carolina State College of Agriculture and Lngineering 
of the 
University of North Carolina 
Raleigh 


SCHOOL OF 
ENGINEERING 


DEPARTMENT OF 
CIVIL ENGINEERING 


March 23, 1936 


Mr. Geo. W. Coan, Jr. 
State W.P.A. Administrator 
Raleigh, N. C. 


My dear Mr. Coan: 


I have just returned from a few days stay 
in the lower part of Hyde County. I was so mich impressed 
by one of your projects down there that I am inclined to 
say a word of commendation. I have reference to the ditching 
now going on around Lake Landing, Middletown and Engelhard. 
Being a native of Hyde County and knowing first hand the 
problems brought about by poor drainage and lack of sanitary 
conditions due within itself to lack of drainage, I oan 
appreniate the improvements now being done by this ditching. 


The results of this work will be far-reaching 
in bestering living conditions in a section of lowlands and 
high water. I noticed in the ditches you have cleaned and 
cut out, the water was running freely, whereas in those ditches 
and canals which had not been cleaned the water 
was practically still, affording a place for mosquitoes to 
breed to say nothing of poor farm drainage and sewage disposal. 


Yours very truly, 
CORA 


Cc. L. Mann, 
Professor of Civil Engineering. 


Above: Jacks Greek 
improved 
To the left: Part of the Hyde 


County drainage project before 
and after 
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The dredge, pictured at right, was built by the WPA to 
drain Trent Marsh at New Bern as a part of the malarial con- 
trol work. When completed, the site will be used as an 


airport and seaplane base 


By 
CiTy OF NEW BERN 
W. C. CHADWICK, MAYorR 
NEW BERN. N. C. 


April 25, 1936 


Mr. George W. Coan, Jr. 

State Administrator 

Works Progress Administration 
Raleigh, N. C. 


Dear Mr. Coan: 


The City of New Bern appreciates very much the work 
which your organization is doing for us. You have assisted us in 
many ways with real constructive work, 


The work that you have done to help us with our street 
paving has been very good. ‘The rat exterminating campaign which you 
put on I think is going to turn out to be a very helpful thing. Many 
other projects that I could mention if ie as the public library, the 
armory, the airport, and Trent River rsh proposition, will, in my 
opinion, be very beneficial to our City and section, and I feel the 
projects which you have undertaken to help us with are all a public 
benefit. 


We have tried all the way through your program to sub- 
mit to you necessary public projects and we feel that we have had 
very fine cooperation from your office. 

With best wishes, I am 


Yours very truly, 


W. C. Chadwick, Mayor 


wec/mr 


The scenes below show WPA workers: répairing New Bern} 


streets and laying Kinston sewers 
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Since the WPA has repaired the pre-Revolutionary John 


Stanly Home, pictured below, it serves to house New Bern's 
public library 
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Curb and gutter construction, Durham 


County of Dirham 
North Carolina 


D. W. NEWSOM OFFICE: COUNTY COURT HOUSE 
TOUNTY MANAGER DURMAM. N.C ; 


July 11, 1936. 


'r. Ee G Dorsey, 
Director Thirds District PA, 
Raleigh, N. C. 
Dear Mir. Dorsey:- 

I understand that you are to have a discussion of the 
WPA program ané accomplishments during the coming week, and in behalf of 
Durham County I wish to say that we would have been overwhelmed with ap- 
peals from the distressed but for the beneficent cooperation of WPA in 
supplying work and a means of sustenance for families without work and 


oa without any visible means of support. Such a situation has been distress= 


1 CS : ing to all of us, and immeasurably so to industrious and self-respecting 
Above: Durham's $50,000 armory is under way 
families who by no fault of their own have been forced into such a dilemma. 


Below: Vocational training guarters at Negro 
High School, Durham County 


The WPA has completed many useful and desirable projects in this com 
munity, and there are many other such projects which can be projected and 
completed with credit both to the community and the Federal Government. 

The WPA organization has functioned well in our commnity, and both the City 
and the County of Durham would have been badly crippled but for the operation 
of the WPA program in our midst. I feel that such a program will be needed 
for some time to come to supplement the efforts of the local government units 
in handling the vexing problem of the unemployed and the needy. 

Respectfully yours, 


VOILE 


County Manager. vy 


NCW PA Itp 


Mr. E. G. Dorsey 

Works Progress Administration 
Director of Third District 
Raleigh, N. C. 


Dear Sir: 

I wish to state that the work done by the WPA in the 
town of Wendell has been a great help toward the im- 
provement of the town and benefit to its citizens. We 
are very proud of the athletic field on our school ground 
which was graded by the WPA. The sidewalk project 
of several thousand feet, which was made possible 
through WPA, is one that has and deserves the grati- 
tude of all the citizens of Wendell. The sidewalks have 
beautified the town and were built where they were 
badly needed. The work was carried on in a most 
satisfactory manner from a standpoint of efficiency and 
economy. All ihe work done by the WPA in the town 
of Wendell has made possible improvements that other- 
wise would not have been possible. It has been a 
source of livelihood for people who were on relief and 
were unable to support their families. 

In behalf of the citizens of Wendell and for myself 
personally, I wish to express my gratitude to the Works 
Progress Administration for what it has done for the 
community and the citizens of the town. 

Very truly yours, 
J. Harold Griffin, 
Mayor of Wendell 
JHG:w 


Agricultural Building, Hillsboro, Orange County 


“The WPA program in our community has been very 
successfully carried on and the projects which it is 
doing are very useful, and in many cases are badly 
needed here. The work on the new high school 
grounds, the new cemetery project, armory, sidewalk 
and street surfacing projects were needed and worth 
while here. .. . 

“I wish to say that I believe that the people of this 
community appreciate the work that this organization 
has done and especially the consideration our com- 
munity has been given by the officials of this organiza- 
tion. [wish to assure you that Henderson will cooperate 
with you and your organization in all things pertaining 
to the WPA and that we hope the program will be con- 
tinued. 

Irvine B. Watkins, 
Mayor of Henderson 


At Left: Harnett 
County's Agricultural 
Building 


At Right: A Com- 
munity Building in Dur- 
ham County 
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CAROLINA BEACH, N.C. 
June 10, 1936 


Mr. George W. Coan, Jr. 
WPA State Administrator 
Raleigh, North Carolina 
Dear Mr. Coan: 
We are herewith enclosing several photographs of pictures 
taken of the WPA work at Carolina Beach. 


The application of these funds has meant a great deal to the 
Town and to the many thousands of visitors who come to the resort 
each season. We have had a tremendous number of compliments on the 
splendid work which has been accomplished, and the property owners and 
visitors have been high in their praise of the excellent results which 
have been attained. We expect during the coming season visitors fron 
a majority of the counties in North Carolina, and we anticipate from 
250,000 to 400,000 people during this period. 


s All of us feel that the funds which have been allotted by the 
Federal Government have been used to a great advantage in this project 
and that such expenditures have been well worthwhile. We think that 
the results which have been attained have been due in a large measure 
to the efficient and capable supervision of Mr. W. M. Hibbs, Engineer. 


We sincerely hope that it will be possible for some of you to 
visit our resort at some near future date in order that you may see at 
first hand the work that has been done. 

With kind personal regards, 

Very truly yours, 
Pa Sis fe vy +—§ 


Chairman, Finance Committee 
Board of Aldermen 


Below: Laying foundation for Cumberland County’s WPA 
gricultural Building 


Its Story 


he 


Above and to the right are 
sections of the completed 
boardwalks mentioned 
in Chmn. Rogers’ 


letter. 


CCUNTY OFFICERS: 


COUNTY COMMISSIONERS: 


EUSAR HALL 
CLERK SUPERIOR COURT 


JOP. RAY, cHainican 
H A. CAMERON 
NP. WATSON 
D.C. NEWTON 
N.H G BALFOUR 


Hoke County, North Carolin: 

arene res 

e.H.HODGIN! 
te ; ye 

ae Racford, N.C. 
Te en eens 

Siac ee 

eee 


OR. G. W. BROWN 
CORONER 

K. A, MACDONALD 
SUPT. OF SCHOOLS 


COUNTY ATTORNEY 
H. L. MEACHAM 
COUNTY FARM AGENT 


April 7, 1936 


Dear Mr. Caldwell: 

I am glad to learn that your health has improved, and 
that you are again able to be in the office. Herbert 
McKeithan was in the office this afternoon and told me 
that you were back on the job. 


I am glad to say that our projects are progressing very 
well considering the weather. ‘the ball park is nesring 
completion. the colored school is completed, and they 
say they will start the Armory next week. ‘rhe Board of 
Education and the Board of Commissioners seemed very well 
pleased with progress of the work. 


Hoping that your health will continue to improve, I an, 


(Below: The completed 
athletic field and drill 
ground with the armory 
rising in the foreground) 


Very truly yours, 


+ dhe ho a 


NCWPA 9th Story 


A TELEGRAM FROM THE WILMINGTON STAR NEWS 

“We understand appropriations for grounds and plant of coastal fair 
have been approved by Washington, and are now in Raleigh stop We 
consider this a very important project and wish you to expedite its 
completion as soon as possible.” 


Whiteville gets 


Wilmington, with the assistance of the Federal Gov- Fealacetelet ae 


ernment, is making still another addition to her many ' 
recreational facilities. Pictured below is the grand- 
stand in process of construction, a part of the $50,000 
fairgrounds which will also include a racetrack, foot- 
ball field, and baseball diamond. 
In addition to its use for general purposes, Wilming- 

ton is planning to utilize the fairgrounds in making a J {ce «'mwron is ean: rae 
bid for winter training quarters for racers. 


FRANK M. ROSS 


OFFICE OF 
cio Wiican: BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
NEW HANOVER COUNTY 


WILMINGTON, N. C. 


Aprit 28TH, 1936 


Mr. GEORGE We COAN, URe 
W. P. A. ADMINISTRATOR 
RALEIGH, N. Ce 


Dear Mr. COAN: 


AnsweRING YouRS OF APRIL 8tn, IN REFERENCE TO WORK PROGRAMe 


ly SEEMS TO ME THAT THE FIRST THING TO BE DETERMINED 1S WHETHER THERE 
1S NEED FOR RELIEF AND | GERFAINLY THINK THERE 1S AND DO NOT SEE WOW ANY 
SANE PERSON GAN THINK OTHERWISE, WF GRANTED THERE 1S NEED» THEN IT SEEMS TO 
ME THAT THE ONLY WAY IN MOST GASES 1S THROUGH A WORK PROGRAMs THOSE REGEIVING 
PREFER IT IN THAT WAY, THEY GAN RECEIVE RELIEF IN A WAY THAT STILL MAINTAINS 
THERE SELF RESPECT, IT PROVIDED A WAY OF SIFTING OUT THE UNWORTHY AND GIVES 
THE COMMUNITY THE BENEFIT OF WORTH WHILE BENEFITS IN RETURN FOR THE MONEY 
SPENT e 


THERE HAS BEEN MUGH WORK DONE IN THIS County, A GREAT DEAL OF WHICH 
WOULD PROBABLY NOT HAVE BEEN DONE BUT FOR THE PROGRAM, ALL OF WHICH WILL GE 
OF LASTING BENEFIT TO THE GOMMUNITY.« 3 

THERE ARE STILL MANY WORTH WHILE THINGS THAT GAN BE DONE AND | THINK 
THAT THERE SHOULD BE FURTHER APPROPRIATIONS TO THE W. P. As THAT THE PEOPLE 
MAY BE GARED FOR AND CONTINUE WORK ON GOMMUNITY PROJEGTS« 
| UNRESERVEDLY ENDORSE THE WORK PROGRAM. 


YOURS VER TRULY, 


Gre nf bl 


ADDISON HEWLETT, CHAIRMAN 


Below: Korn Bow Dam, WPA assists rapidly 
growing Fayetteville to provide for an additional 
water supply for future needs. 


JUF ALLEN. CHAIRMAN WADESBORO,N.C. 
R.B.JONES 
H.W.LITTLE.UR, 


July 9th, 1936 


Mr. H. J. Thurman, District Director 


Works Progress Administration, 
Greensboro, N. C. 


Dear Mr. Thurman: 


I just want to say that Anson County has been 
so greatly benefitted by the various work programs carried on 
in this County that words fail me in expressing just how 
proud and thankful we are. I am sure that this statement 
is the voice of our entire citizenry, particularly those 
who are not quite so fortunate as others, in that their 
various sustenance and livelihood would have been nothing 
short of poverty and starvation, had it not been for your 
worthy assistance in giving them work, 


Not only has the one gallows fellow received 
most vital aid, but the County has received benefits that 
are and will remain permanent benefits for years to come. 
For example, under your program we have built a large four- 


teen room school house for colored 


Seat, which is indeed a fair example of the efficient manner 
in which you have supervised the moneys spent under this 
program, and I fully believe that such project, of which we 
have others, is a decided permanent asset to any community. 


I wish to add further that the cooperation between 
your administrative starf and the sponsors has been most 
perfect in every way, and at some time in the near future 
I hope to have the opportunity to personally go into detail 
regarding how happy and well pleased the people of Anson 
County are with the endeavors and efforts resulting in the 


fine work of your Administration. 


With kindest personal regards, I am 


Yours 


J. F, Allen, Chairman 
Board Anson County Commissioners. 


At right: A typical WPA 


sewer construction scene 


BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
ANSON COUNTY 


FRANCIS E. LILES 
CLERK TO BOARD 


SANFORD'S WPA AGRICULTURAL BUILDING 

“It pleases me vety much to report to you that every 
project, completed or now in force, in the town of San- 
ford, is a useful and permanent improvement that we 
would not have been able to finance without the aid of 
the Works Progress Administration.’-—W. Banks Wil- 
kins, Mayor of Sanford 


people here in our County 


MTY OF HAMLET 
NORTH CAROLINA 


ComMIsstax nies 
C.o. BUTCHER 
FRED HAMILTON 
A. H. HORTON 


ry truly, 


J. P. O'BRIEN 


July 9, 1936 VANCE SYKES 


Mr. H. J. ‘thurman 
District Supervisor 

Works Progress Administration 
Greensboro, N. C. 


In Re: Sewerage Project #855: 


Dear Mr. ‘'hurman: 


The ‘own of Hamlet has for a long time outgrown its sewerage dis-~ 
posal conveniences and on account of the great debt the ‘own owed, 
we have not been able to make the necessary sewerage extensions and 
consequently a large number of the citizens of this Town have either 
been using Septic tanks or have been using open privies. ‘his has : 
constituted a menace to the public health and we have ror a number 
of years been wanting to do something in this connection. 


‘through the Works Progress Administration's project as above set 
forth, we have layed several thousand feet of needed sewerage lines 
and are now working toward the building of a needed sewerage dis- 
posal plant. ‘his Sewerage Disposal Plant has been needed for ages 
as the own has been dumping raw sewerage into Marks Creek which te 
has constituted a very dangerous condition. ff 


We are progressing nicely on this project and feel that with your 
assistance, we will be able to carry the project through. When 
this is done the ‘'own of Hamlet will be the proud possessor of a 
complete sewerage system, including an up-to-date disposal plant 
and we certainly thank the Works Progress Administration for its 
assistance in this connection. 


Very truly yours, 


B. W. Williamson, Mayor 


NCW PA 
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Crry OF HAMLE' 


“The City of Reidsville for a long time has been in serious 
1eed of an Armory for the National Guard Unit located here. 
The Headquarters Company, 120th Infantry, has occupied an 
mportant place in the community. The value of its presence 
s often underestimated. Its loss has from time to time been 
eared because of inadequate facilities, particularly the lack of 
an Armory. 

“The City is proud of the fact that an adequate and attractive 
Armory is being constructed largely from WPA funds. This 
suilding is well located and construction is rapidly progressing. 
Not only will this new Armory increase the interest in the local 
nilitary unit, but it will be a definite asset to the City and add 
o the efficiency, stability and effectiveness of our National 
Guard. But for the help through the WPA this Armory would 
10 have been possible.’’—J. L Womack, City Manager of 
Reidsville 


City oF H1GH POINT 


NORTH CAROLINA 


8 July 1936 


Mr. H. J. Thurman, Administrator 
Works Progress Administration 
Greensboro, North Carolina 


Dear Mr. Thurman: 


The WPA projects now being carried on in High Point are of the type which 
will be of permanent benefit and consist of construction and reconstruction 
of sewers, development of white and colored recreational facilities and 
While these projects are 
economically sound and socially desirable, the Bity of High Point could 

not have undertaken them for many years to come without the aid of WPA. 


construction of an armory-civic center building. 


All of the WPA projects have been carried on in a business-like manner . 
and with a remarkable degree of efficiency compared with previous work re- 


lief programs. 


Very truly yours, 


Ze 


HE. Me Knox 


» 


City Manager 


EMK: 


To the right: Another of High 
Point's WPA projects, consisting of 
a clubhouse at Blair Park, and the 
construction of a recreational center 
including tennis courts, baseball dia- 
mond, and picnic grounds 


3S mes 


NORTH CAROLINA COMMISHIONERS 
C,H. BUTCHER 
FRED HAMILTON 
A. H. HORTON 


. W. WILLIAMSON, Matrox 
M. QUERY, Churn axp Treisrere 
B, LONG, Tax Cortrcror 


E. BROWN, Cuixe Poxicr 


July 9, 1936 


W. MILLER, Awer, Came Porscr 


Mr. H. J. vhurman 

District Supervisor 
Works Progress Admini§ 
Greensooro, North Cali 


In Re: Lake Project 


Dear Mr. Thurman: a me em 2 
Up until the beginning of the project as above outlined, the ‘own 
or Hamlet was afflicted by a large swampy area on either side of 
Marks Creek, which creek runs almost through the middle of the ‘'own. 
this property formerly belonged to an #Hstate and this Estate would 
do nothing toward ridding the unhealthy and unsightly conditions 
that existed therein. Sometime ago the ‘town purchased this pro- 
perty and through your assistance we have started the construction 
of what we believe will prove to be one of the most desirable pro- 
jects in this section of the country, in that what was formerly a 
very unsightly spot located on a nighway that runs through the ‘'own, 
will be converted into a beauty spot and what was formerly an un- 
healthy, swampy area, will be developed into 4 healthy lake, which 
not only giving beauty to this area, but will also provide great 
facilities tor recreation in that it will constitute the nucleus 

of a beautiful park; wili provide a wonderful fishing ground and 

at the same time can be converted into a bathing center. 


we feel very proud of this project and as soon as the same is com- 
pleted, we teel that the ‘own has gained an asset through the Works 
Progress Administration that is not only one that will prove to be a 
temporary improvement, but will be one that all of us will be proud 
or tor years to come. 


We certainly appreciate the assistance that your office has given in 
connection with the construction of this project and sincerely hope 
that we can obtain the necessary further assistance to fully complete 
the same. 


Very truly yours, 


“The WPA painting project for three school 
buildings, Aycock, Caldwell, and McIver has pro- 
gressed to the point where it is possible to estimate 
the time that will be needed to complete the job. 


“The men have made a record for themselves 
as to quality of the work done. A fine job has 
been done. They have taken a pride in their 


work.'’—-M. D. Teague, Business Manager, Greens- 
boro Public Schools 


a " —— 


ie ee MOEA Story) eee 


“This airport in our opinion will be ‘of everlast- 
ing value to our county, especially to the resort 
section of Pinehurst, Southern Pines and surround- 
ing community. 

“Our county feels that this is the coming method 
of transportation and feels very strongly that. the 
funds spent by the Federal Government through 
the Works Progress Administration has made it 
possible for us to have in our Community a modern 
Airport which will greatly increase our resort 
business, which will indirectly increase business 
for every one in Moore County.’’—G,. M. Cameron, 
Vice-Chairman, Moore County Board of Commis- 
sioners 


“I take the privilege of writing you this letter to 


SVORO.y 


ON 


express to-you the fact that, had it not been for the ee 


< Be CIT, ( 
cas él Ea SX DD 332 Toa: 
Works Progress Administration, we could not have Se f GREENSHRORG ROGER W. Hanaison 
had or built several water and sewerage lines in e VOU PIEGAROL LS 4 ANDREW JovneR, ye 
Burlington.’’—Earl B. Horner, Mayor of Burlington ADMINISTR a1 a teens 
aoe ‘ “PARTMEN Woe Kisnaeee 
“The City of Greensboro has.been very careful April 11, 19; 5a Ns a 
a . . . . . 56 City GLHORN 
in selecting its WPA Projects with a view to perma- mn runcnaeine sects 
nent improvement of the City. Our projects in the orks progstumen, District pireo; 
past and those under course of execution are very Greensboro, W.g, "1 ™18tration 6 
necessary for the progress of the City. Without Dear Mr. thurman: 
WPA, however, we could not have done the work , 
5 a think it 
already accomplished or the work we are now Communi t in order 
ap ‘ Service ».0 YOU and to to express appr 
doing. If WPA money has been thrown away, it Pollowin 7 mdered by rates sB880Ciates oF Wor tion OF the 
is the fault of the locality and not of the WPA plan. Was prompt, ofr rede disaster of 0", tO the City opt’, SPlendia 
“Permit me at this time to commend you for sympathy, e*ent and rendereg ve aca f co-opsrereor? 
~<a 2 i e Spirit or on 
your able administration in North Carolina. For Mr. Hope t2¥® 9150 expre Benuing 
the last three years I have kept in close touch with enclosed, °°P1es of my igs4ePP Tectation to Mr. coan 
all of the efforts of the Federal Government for ae ae Sethe being herecaty 
Relief to municipalities and believe I am competent Your associates nat YOu Will convey oup 
to express the above opinion on the usefulness ot | me © very splenaid service sarin to all of 
the program and its success under very difficult Shest Tespeots ang king eee 
conditions.’’—Roger ‘W. Harrison, Mayor of °S* Personal regaras, a 
Greensboro "ery truly yours, 
a : hones ty, 
AUT zh “Y Manager ‘ 


Above: Guilford County Agricultural Building 


Below (left): Beautification of Battle Ground Park, Greens- 
boro: 


Below (right): Grading the Greensboro Airport 


oe 
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The WPA Year F ORSYTH BOARD 
Hi eoratialone a fey ie a EN D () R SES WP A 


ecutives in the service, are happy, as the 
calendar year draws to a close, that their 


agency of the New Deal has placed 42,- 
000 workers on the job in the few brief 


months it has been in existence. 


These executives have becn busy with APP k : 
the mechanics of their work. Months of 


ceaseless organization have been neces- 


sary to effect what has been done. Most ° Paar. 
of the executives have burnt ‘midnight Incident Cited to Show 
oil” as they battled with their problems of Majority of Workers Are 
oe placing the right man in the right place 
ae ee and in giving each person who applied Thankful to Government 


for employment the sort of consideration 


he was due. : : : Top: Malarial control— 
They have the right to have pride in | drainage operations on Muddy 

their accomplishments. They would be | Creek, Forsyth County 

poor executives indeed if they didn’t re- 

flect upon thelr work and summarize it 

once in a while. But they are not the ones 

who are happiest. 
Witness the man who searches for 


; 


months among private business ror a job Forsyth County Recreational 
of any kind. But there were no, jobs. He Center is located approximately 
took the last opportunity that was offered 10 miles north of Winston-Salem, 
him and applied to the WPA for employ- This project has developed a 
ment. He got work in time to get one pay much needed Recreational Cen-5 
check before Christmas. He is the man ter for Winston-Salem and For- 
who is happy. —winston-Salem Sentinel. syth County. f 


‘eta Mills, ciudee ai 


room Adminis- 


a WPA, Bright Spot) oo Ss 


Building, 13 two-room sleeping cabins including 
an infirmary, a bathhouse with 8 showers, 8 
toilets, 4 laundry trays, 2 galvanized iron wash 
troughs with 10 spigots each, 4 pavilions, 2 
servants cabins, | Fairbanks-Morse electric 
water pump, a pump house. Clearing under- 
brush, beautifying and making earth drives and 
paths over approximately 50 acres, constructing 
140 cubic yards rubble stone dam for 2 acre 
lake. The Administration Building and Dining 
Hall are shown in the center pictures. 


Bottom: Repairing Patterson Avenue, Win- © 
ston-Salem . 


te 


a 
4 
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tee canens now lredell County Drainage. Drilling on Fourth Creek pre- 
z CAROLINA paratory to blasting 


jade ge Lower left: Fourth Creek in Rowan County is receiving a 
: new channel to keep it from flooding the countryside 


Mr. J.C.River. 
District W.P.A,Director 
Vinston-Salem, N.C. 


Dear Mr. Rivers: 


The Commuinty Sanitation Project which hes 
been in effect in Rowan County is in my opinion a very 
valuable one. This project is costing very little money 
and splendid results are being obtained. Practically 
the entire citizenship of this county is interested in 
better sanitation and in improving health conditions, 


We have succeeded in cutting the Typhoid 
Fever rate in this county down to a minimum in the 
past few years. A continuation of this type of work 
will be of great value to the people of this county. 
I hope, therefore, that you may be able to find a way 
to continue the project. 


Very truly yours, 


wht. t hak Sy 


Walter H, Woodson, Jr. 


Straightening a dangerous 
curve in Davidson County 


IREDELL CounNTY 
OFFICE OF 


W. ROY PLOTT 


MANAGER anv ACCOUNTANT 


STATESVILLE, N. C. 


May 27, 1936. 


Mrs. J. L. McBride, 
W.P.A. Office, Iredell County, 
Statesville, N. C. 


Dear Mrs. McBride: 


As an official of Iredell County I wish to 
express my appreciation for the splendid work 
your organization has done in this county - esgpec- 
dally the work of the sewing rooms and the drainage 
projects. 


The clothing from your sewing rooms turned over 
to the county Welfare Department has saved the county 
from an enormous cash outlay and this particular work, 
in my opinion, is the most practical way to take care 
of our unemployed women. 


The drainage work has not only given work to 
many unemployed men but has meant so much to the health 
of the county. Homes had been abandoned in some places 
along these creeks on account of the health conditions, 
but this condition has been remedied where the drainage 
has been completed and these abandoned homes can now 
be occupied in safetye 


You have many other worthy projects but to my mind 
the above two have been the most outstanding. 


I trust that this and similar work can be continued 
in the coming year and where possible, you may depend 
on me to render any assistance. 


County Manager. 


WRP :M 


Ut ea bli, tere NL dale 348 fi teclaltal shin dis 


ures ROWAN COUNTY wees 
T. M. BYRD. LiTakeR ¢ 


FINANCE COMMITTEE; 


NCWPA Its Story _ 


SALISBURY, N.C. 


May 27, 1936 


Mr. Jim kivers 
W.P.A. Administrator 
Winston Salem, N.Ce 


Dear Mr. Rivers: 


The sanitation project which has been in 
effect in Rowan County is a very worth while projeot. 
There is a great need for sanitation facilities and this 
work will result in improving health conditione throughout 
the entire county. It is my understanding, too, that this 
project takes nothing from other projects which may be in 
force. As Chairman @f the Board of Health and of the 
Board of County Commissioners I desire to register 
my approval of the project and my sincere hope that it may 
be possible for you to continue it. 


- 
Mocksville Sewage Disposal Plant 
Very truly yours, Yadkin County School Bus Garage 


EE meal 


R. Lynn Bernhardt, “hairman 


TOWN OF MOORESVILLE 
MOORESVILLE, N. C. 


BEN S. HOUSTON, MAYoR G. M. KIPKA, CLERK AND TREAS. 


May 26, 1936. 


Above: Shoals School, Surry County 


Mr. James Pivers, Direator, 
; : 6th. District, N. C. WPA. 
Bottom: Malarial Control Work, Davidson County Winston-Salem, ™. ©. 


aA ue ek i 7 
i a : Dear Mr. Rivers; 


Please permit me to express our appreciation of 
the work done by the Works Progress Administration in 
Mooresville, and our hopes for the continuation of this 
most worthwhile work. 


The Mooresville Projects were started about the 
15th of November, 1925. Since then we have constructed 
about 4000 ft. of Sanitary Sewer, lowered 600 ft. of 
Water mains and constructed 3500 ft. of sandclay roads. 


At present we have a roed under construction 
which will be s benefit to a lerge rural section served 
by Mooresville. We also have a drainage Project on Rocky 
River which will serve a large aree in and around 
Mooresville, and is of untold value to this community. 
The sewer disposal plant is located on this river and we 
certeinly do hope that this can be completed. 


; If at all possible we would like to have our 
Athletic field and Cemetery enlerged and beautified. There 
are also several other minor Projects which we would like 
to heave included, such es lowering water mains and building 
sidewalks, 


Assuring you that we appreciate what has been 
done in the pest and hoping that the work will be continued, 
because it is beneficial to the torn, as well as civing 
employment to the unfortunate, I am 


Yours very truly, 


\ Ben 8. Houston, Mayor. 
' BSH/b 
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GEORGE ROBINSON, Chairman, 


THE BOARD OF ROBT.) MANEY;, 
Celo, North Carolina. Clerk to Board. 
FRED YOUNG, Member, COUNTY COMMISSIONERS REGUL. MEETINGS: 


Micaville, North Carolina. FOR THE 1st Monday in Each Month. 
REXTER MILLER, Member, COUNTY OF YANCEY 


Ramseytown, North Carolina. BURNSVILLE, N. C. 


July 9, 1936. 


Mr. John L. Grice, 
District Director, WPA, 
Charlotte, N. C. 


My dear Mr. Grice: 


I beg to enclose you herewith some pictures of 
the Bee Log school house which, together with the 
Micaville school, is our chief project for Yancey 
County. I send the Bee Log school because it is 
nearer completed than the Micaville school. These 
school buildings fill a long felt need in Yancey County 
especially the Bee Log school as the old building burn- 
ed down during the Christmas holidays. I can hardly 
imagine where we would have been if it had not been 
for WP, and right here I want to express for myself 
officially and for the citizenship of Yancey County 

my heart-felt appreciation of the cooperation we have 
had from the WP. organization throughout. 


fly 
iE! 


ay 


We are preparing our budget for 1936-37 and 
we will include in it ample funds to take care of our 
sponsors’ part for two more badly needed school build- 
ings in this County. We beg to assure you of our 

hearty cooperation during the next year. 


With kindest personal regards and best wishes, 


I am 


One-half of left wing of the Spring Creek 


School building has been constructed by the 
WPA 


Very truly yours, 


George (Robinson, Chairman, 
Boerd of County Commissioners, 
Yancey County. 


Above and at right are pictures of the Bee Log School being 
built of native stone by the WPA and Yancey County 


eves Story 


% 


Aerial View 
ba \ Charlotte Airport 
aN : 


Construction 
ME 


F YOU SHOULD HAVE PASSED IN THE 

neighborhood of the Armory yesterday, 
you would have observed what must have 
been almost 1,000 men standing in line to 
get their WPA pay checks. 


The compensation was for services ren- 
dered in the form of hard manual labor on “ ; 
the stadium during the week. ° 


They looked like honest Americans,—the 
sort that would give an honest day’s work 
for an honest day’s pay. 


Not everybody is like that by a long 
shot,—either day laborers or the tallest 
professionalists. 


ED 


There has been, of course, a lot of boon- 
doggling and abuses in this relief business 
from the moment it was started, but in- 
stances like this lift one’s estimate away 
up as to the basic value of the valid enter- 
prisés of the WPA. 


This particular incident brought to quick 
focus the fact that here was a. regiment 
of decent, deserving, well-intentioned citi- 
zens out of luck in the private walks who 
are not helplessly leaning on their govern- 
ment, but who are giving their government 
back, in the form of valuable muscular serv- 
ices, value for what they are taking out of & 
its vaults.—Charlotte Observer. 


CHARLOTTE AIR PORT 

‘In this connection may I say that our airport 
project has gone on equally well as it it had been 
under private contract and the dirt on this proj- 
ect has been moved at a very reasonable rate. 
I cannot speak too highly of the useful projects 
which WPA has completed, or now has under 
seeing ns} E. Douglas, Mayor of Char- 
otte 


“The stadium has come along with spl ndid 
progress and has used a great many of the un- 4 
employed, and the same is true of this project ‘ 
as of the airport.’’"—Ben E. Douglas, Mayor of = 
Charlotte j 


is ; : City oF Hickory 
NortH Carouina 


July 8, 1936 


Hon. John Grice, 
WPA Administrator, 
Seventh District, 
Charlotte, N. C. 


My Dear Mr. Grice: 
-* 


: re inclosed herewith three photographic views of 

Tore ore WPA quarry, Project No. 61, which I thought you 
might be interested in having for your files. We regard 

this our key project, and appreciate very much the gee ab pe cab 
and co-operation given by yourself and assistants. Had it no 
been for the operation of the quarry during the past italy 
many of our dirt streets would have been impassable. The City 
has purchased equipment for the operation of this quarry to 
the amount of $7,500,00. 


ther important and difficult projects have been 
ae ietat to Bee eatire satisfaction of the City. We co 
that the WPA is one of the most efficiently administrate 
governmental agencies, and trust that we may continue to 
receive your very efficient and cordial co-operation. 


With highest personal regards and best wishes, I remain, 


Very sincerely. 


He: Lig oh er, 
3 incls. City Managere 


LAW OFFICES OF 
Emery B. DENNY 
405°406'407 NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE BLOG 
GASTONIA,N C 


July 8, 1936 


Mr. John L. Grice 
Director 7th. District W. P. A. 
Charlotte, N. Cc. 


Dear Mr. Grice: 


I want to take this opportunity to thank you 
and your entire administration for the work which 
has been done on Project No. 190 Street Improvements 
in Gastonia, as well as on other projects which are 
under construction by the W. P. A. in Gastonia. 

The City of Gastonia has had to spend a substantial 

Sum annually to maintain several miles of unimproved 
Streets in the western part of the city, and the 
construction work which is being done through the W. P. A. 
Will not only modernize that part of the City, but 

will affect a substantial saving in the future to the 
taxpayers of Gastonia. 


I want to assure you that you can count on the 
continued cooperation of the City of Gastonia in the 
future, and we hope that the program will continue 


to be not only helpful to our unemployed, but 
constructive in its projects. 


Yours very truly. 


for 8 Soreg 


EBD:R 


Burke County road, before and after improvement 


ah 


WPA workers quarrying stone at Hickory for 
resurfacing roads and streets as shown in pictures 
below 


“T consider that the most useful work which can 
be done under the WPA in éur immediate section 
of the country would be working up the secondary 
or what is generally known as farm to market 
roads.'’—R. L. Stowe, Chairman, Gaston County 
Board of Commissioners 
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Richt: Two views Shelby Community Building 


SSIE REINHARDT, Auditor MISS REEVES FORNEY, Clerk and Treasurer 
MISS BESSIE 2 Bs or 


City of Shelby 


H. S. Woodson, Mayor 


Shelby, N.C. July 8, 1936 


Mr, Jokn Grice, Director, 
Seventh District WPA., 
Charlotte, N. C. 


Dear Mr, Grice: 


I want to take this opportunity of expressing 
to you my appreciation and gratitude for the splendid 
spirit of cooperation which you and your administration 
have shown the City of Shelby since the Works Progress 
Administration has been functioning. 


I want to express to you my especial gratitude 
for your personal interest and cooperation during the 
building of our Community House, which, as you know, is 
now completed. Tkis project has fulfilled a long cherish- 
ed dream, and has made possible a place of assembly county 
wide in it's scope. 


Tae people of Shelby and Cleveland County join 
with me in thanking you and your fellow workers for what 
you have done in this and other projects. 


With best wishes and sentiments of esteem, I 


Sincerely Die 


Harry S. Woodson, 
Mayor 


Wagram school 
ACd4ationiin 
Scotland County 


Two scenes et 
Monroe 
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Cleveland County feels that in its Community Building 
has a building that will be of permanent and lasting value t 
its population and that the building's usefulness will increas 
-as the years roll by. 

"In fact, I do not hesitate to say that the majority of th 
people in our county feel that the WPA is doing a fine piec 
‘of work, a work that is proving beneficial to both the relie 
‘workers and the more fortunate as well.’’—J. L. Herndor 
Chairman, Cleveland County Board of Commissioners 


Vv. D. SIKES, MAYOR 


y OF Mon k 
os Se 


NORTH CAROLINA 


H. L. BURDETTE 
CITY MANAGER 


July 8, 1936 


Honorable John L. Grice, 
District Administrator, 

Works Progress Administration, 
Charlotte, N. OC. 


My Dear Mr. Grice:- 


I wish to avail myself of this opportunity 
to express to you our appreciation for the cooperation we 
have enjoyed from the Works Progress Administration both 
from your office as well as the State Office. 


In our particular case we could not have con- 
sidered much of the work now being done except with the aid 
provided through the WPA program. This is especially true 
of our Lake Lee Recreational Center ( W.P. #62). Because of 
its nature and its permanent benefits to the community this 
project has created more interest and elicted more favorable 
comment than any project attempted in this vicinity. This 
project, as you know, provides recreation and relaxation for 
every class and age, including as it does swimming, golfing, 
tennis, fishing and boating, picnicing, etc., and many other 
forms of recreation and sports for both old and young. Such 
a project could only have been undertaken under the policies of 
WPA, 68 under its policies we were allowed to file proposals 
for long term projects where time was a major element in ac- 
complishing final completion, such as in landscaping where 
the seasons have to be taken into consideration. 


I feel sure that as the people of this vicinity 
continue to enjoy the facilities now being provided through 
the WPA program that they will be more and more appreciative 
of the policies and accomplishments of WPA. 


Yours very truly, 


ee ae 


\ a 
944 Stonz 
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“The WPA certainly is doing useful work in our mountain county. We 
are getting a stone school building built out of our native stone which we 
will all be proud of the rest of our lives. Our present school building has 
been condemned for five years. Our county being in default could not 
borrow, or raise money in any way to put up a building until the WPA came 
to our assistance. We now have four other similar buildings planned 
which will take at least two years to build if the WPA continues to help 
us, but if the WPA stops we will lose these much needed buildings.” 

Henry Burleson, Chairman, 
Avery County Board of Commissioners 


Above and below: Farm-to-Market roads in the 
Mountain Counties 
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A. H, HAPRIS, Maror H. H. PATTON, CLERK ano TREAS 


TOWN OF BREVARD 


ALDERMEN 
R. J. DuckworTH 
R. P. KILPATRICK 
S. M, MACFIE 
F. E. SHUFORD 
A. A. TRANTHAM 


BREVARD, N. C. 
July, 


W.E.Breese, Administrator, 
Works Progress Administrataéén, 
Asheville, H.C. 


Dear Mr. Breese:~ 


The people of tne town of Brevard would 
be ungrateful,indeed, if they did not offer their sincerest 
commendation of the way the several W.P.A. projects that 
have been carried on in Brevard have been handled, and we 
wish at this time to express owr appreciation of the work 
that has been accomplished. 


Very frankly,the writer does not see how 
it would have been possible to have carried on without the 
help we have had along that line, and certainly those who have 
been on relief could not have made the grade had it not been 
for the opportunity they have had of earning an honest living 
doing the work set outon the various projects. 


Assuring you again of our deep appreciation 
of this work you and your associates are carrying on, I am, 


Cor y - ; 


AH Harris, Mayor, 


Above is a view of the flood wall at the up-stream end 
of Bryson Isle in Swain County. The breach in the 
foreground was retained to allow better handling of 
materials from the shore to the isle 


9t4 Stony 
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With the concrete dam below, two reservoirs, a stor- 
age tank and new pipe lines, the town of Lake Lure se- 
cured an adequate water supply system with the assist- 


ance of the WPA 


Dr, J, L, REEVES, Maror 


CLYDE R, HOEY, Jn, 
J. M. WELLS 
J. L. JONES 


E. N, COON, ACCOUNTANT 


43, C. RICKARDS 
SuPT. of PUBLIC WORKS 


R. B. OVERTON. ATTORNEY 


TOWN OF CANTON 


NORTH CAROLINA 


ALDERMEN 


“MAKES PAPER FOR THE SOUTH" 


July 8, 1936. 


Mr. W. E. Breese, Director 
District No. 8, WPA 
Asheville, North Carolina 


Dear Mr. Breese: 


I wish to write you for and on behalf of the citizens of the Town of 
Canton and express our appreciation of the work and relief furnished 
the citizens of this city during the past year. \ 


All of this work consists of permanent improvements that will be a 
lasting benefit to the Town of Canton, such as the laying of sanitary 
sewers and repairing streets that could not possibly have been under- 
taken by the town at this time and, at the same time, it served to re- 
lieve the relief and unemployment situation in this locality, keeping 
up the morale of those who through misfortune were unemployed and un=- 
able to care for themselves and their families. 


It 1s the opinion of the governing body of the Town of Canton that your 
system of aiding in projects through the furnishing of labor and materia 
is far superior to the dole system and we sincerely hope that the United 
States Government will continue in this way to relieve those in need and 
at the same time, aid in the installation of permanent improvements to 
towns and localities that otherwise could not possibly take care of the 
situation. I assure you that you will have the full cooperation of the 
governing body of the Town of Canton during the coming year. 

Again thanking you for the services rendered the Town of Canton and its. 
unfortunate unemployed during the past winter. 


Yours very truly, 


J. Le Reeves, 
Mayor. 
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New Melody Runs Through 
“The Song of the Shirt” 
at WPA Sewing Rooms 


By Harvey Dinkins 
The WPA sewing room. There is nothing 
startling or arresting in the name, is there? 


Well, that is just because the public doesn't 
know how many people’s lives are affected by 
what goes on there. The sensational phases 
of the new deal have been paraded before the 
public—the Florida canal, harnessing the tides 
at the Bay of Fundi, Tennessee Valley Author- 
ity, the Civilian Conservation Corps, and so ad 


infinitum. 


But right here in Winston-Salem, on South 
Liberty street (and in the county at Ogburn 
Station and Kernersville) is a concentrated in- 
dustry wherein between 400 and 500 people 
earn their daily bread by sewing alone. 


They don’t make much money, but they 
manage to eke out an honest living, such as it 
is. And that maintains self-respect and per- 
mits them to defy the machine age which once 
threatened not only their self-respect, but their 
very lives as well. 


In the big three-story building occupied by 
the sixth district WPA administrative offices, 
they have the bulk of their work concentrated 


on two floors, one floor for white and one for 
colored. Although set up as an emergency 
activity, capable management has orgariized 
conditions in such a manner as to make condi- 
tions liveable for everybody connected with 
the huge project. 


Here they sit in well-lighted rooms, sewing 
by the hour, 
devotional period. After a period of work, 


In the day's work first comes a 


there is a recreational period of 15 minutes; 
another period of work and the lunch hour; 
another period of work and another recrea- 
tional period. This leaves still another period 
of work before the close of the day. 


Health precautions are pointedly observed. 
Every worker must wear a clean smock, must 
use a clean workbag for materials, must steril- 
ize her hands thoroughly before starting work. 


To go further back into the. health schedule, 
they must first have a physical examination 
(which includes a Wasserman test) and must 
be in good health in the light of this examina- 
tion before they may go to work. In event of 
illness or accident they are given first aid in 
an adequately equipped infirmary under the 
supervision of a graduate nurse, Mrs. Beatrice 
Solomon, with two assistants, Mrs. Pauline K. 


Fletcher and Mrs. Ruby Dease. 


Those who have inclinations toward recre- 
ational and cultural pastimes have the maga- 
zine exchange at their disposal—bring one and 
take one. Sometimes, at the recreational pe- 
riod, the department of recreation with the 


WPA brings a 15-minute program. 


What do they make? Everything. 
thing that can be produced from cotton ma- 


Every- 
terials. A few of them: overalls, shirts, rain- 
coats and capes for children, quilts, pillows, 
jedspreads, children’s dresses, handherchiefs, 
pajamas, laundry bags, men’s shirts and scores 
of oher things—all to be distributed by the 
recognized welfare agencies of the city and 
county. 


The gqvernment buys the materials and ships 
them here.. They are cut and made into gar- 
ments and other articles without waste. Every 
scrap, however small, is saved. The larger 
ones go into quilts, smaller ones make rugs. 
The smallest ones stuff toys for children. 


Nothing is lost. 


How can the mere amateur do any good at 
sewing? She can't. But she can be taught. 
Last fall, when the project was just getting well 
under way, there were applicants who had 
never so much as threaded a needle. Now 
some of them can even make a garment with- 


out help. 


They can be taught other things too. Asa 
side project and-in answer to a most pro- 
nounced demand here, servants’ training quar- 


ters are being set up with a model home in 
which to effect the training. Teachers under 
the statewide project of the WPA give the in- 
In a little while it is hoped to turn 
out a few really well-trained cooks and maids. 


Decidedly. So was 
the typewriter, the adding machine, the pho- 


struction. 


Revolutionary? © Yes. 


tostat, the dictaphone, the vacuum cleaner, the 
When all these things took 
jobs away the women so released continued to 


electric range. 


eat—at least, they cont nued to want to eat. 


Here they earn their bread and some do 
From 16 to 72 their ages 
run. There are dozens at the youngest, only 


even a little better. 
one at the oldest. This old Negro mammy 
plies a needle with deft fingers, disdains spec- 
tacles, is grateful to a benevolent public 
agency, is contented. The 16-year-old girl 
who sits by her and plies a needle with equally 
deft fingers is likewise satisfied but hopes for 
an opening in private economic work, will get 
it if she is sufficiently in earnest where she is. 


The organization is reasonably simple in its 
set-up. At the head is Miss Euzelia Smart, 
director of women's and professional work in 
the sixth WPA district. 
Miss Josephine Shaffner, 


Next in command is 
field supervisor. 
Directly in charge is Mrs. Lillian Noell, gen- 
eral supervisor of women’s work, and’ Mrs. 
V. H. Harrell, personnel supervisor. Floor 
supervisors at the main plant on Liberty street 
completes the organization. At the city branch, 
on Main street, and at the county branches at 
Ogburn Station and Kernersville, of course, 


supervisory workers have the project in hand. 


All in all, the project is a world within itself. 
It is essentially the women’s part in the WPA 
—the practical:end of it. Recent reduction in 
the number of workers took away jobs from 
175. But, in the city and county, more than 
400 are still dependent on this activity for a 
livelihood, for the perpetuation of that little 
spark which keeps all people cheerful—hope. 
—Twin City Sentinel. 5/6/36. 


Sewing Room Is 
Invaluable 
To Person County 


MRs. T. C. Wagstaff Is Direc 
tor; Funds Provided By 
WPA And County 


9th St OLY 


28 


County Officials In Charge Of 
Distribution Of Products 


Since the establishment of the sew- 
ing room, a WPA project, on Decem- 
ber 1, 1935 the women working under 
the supervision of Mrs. T. C. Wag- 
staff, sewing room. supervisor for 
Person County, have prepared more 
than twenty-five hundred garments 
that have been distributed to eighty- 
four needy people in Person County, 
forty-nine of whom are inmates of 
the county home, the other thirty- 
five being people cared for by the 
county but not members of the coun- 
ty home personnel. 


There are two sewing roofs in the 
county, one located in the old Wo- 


W.T.WILSON 
Box 455 
WINSTON-SALEM,N.C. 


May 25, 1936 


Sewing and weaving scenes and a display of 
roducts 


Miss Euzelia Smart, 

District Director Womens Activities, 
Sixth District WPA, : 
Winston-Salem, N. C. 


Dear Miss Smart:=- 


The WPA organization of Forsyth 
County has furnished valuable work to the residents in 
the City. The garments made by the Womens Division 
have been given out to the needy families through the 
Associated Charities and other public organizations. I 
think the work is distinctly worth while and of benefit 


to the public. 


W. T. Wilson, Mayor. 


PROJECTRA GIVEN | 
29 


* WPA Activities Portray: 
ed In Song, Music 
And Dances 


Combining old plantation ant 
jubilee songs with those by mod 
erm Negro composers, ‘“Projectra, 
a symphony of project activitie 
employing Negroes in District 3 0 
the North Carolina WPA, was pre 
sented at Memorial Auditoriun 
Friday night to an audience of al 
: a. EE ePeLSONS. 
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Above: A Negro sewing room, Wake County 


In Six Months Pays Out 
Third Of Compensa- | 
tion Fund | 


| 
The North Carolina Works Prog-| 


ress Administration, that had a peak 
employment of over 45,000 persons) 
in February, paid out only $5,638.63 | 
In compensation for injuries caus: 
ing loss of time -occurring on its| 
projects from October 1, 1935, to 
April 15. 


At right: A WPA sewing room 
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VE BEEN MENDEL 


wary Project Displa: 
shows Good Work 
Done by WPA 


is month marks the first ar~ 
‘of the establishment -; 
cts of the Works © 
‘tration in Stat- 
wtive libra~ 

e win 


M 


The above was ac- 
mplished on one proj- 
t in Statesville 


WPA workers mending books 


for the North Carolina Library 
Commission 


R. T. MCNEIL, 
MAYOR 
S. V. TOMLINSON. 
MAYOR PRO TEM 
W. P. KELLY. 
CLERK & TREAS. 
JAS. M. ANDERSON, 
CHIEF OF POLICE 


Town of North Wilkesboro 


OFFICE OF 


CLERK & TREASURER 


North Wilkesboro, N. oF 


May 20, 1936 


Miss Ila Holman, 


Associate Supervisor Women's Projects 


Wilkesboro, N. C. 


Dear Miss Holman: 


I am writin 
doing with 
book repair shop, the sewin 
consider are just as worthy. 
municipality and a county 
employment for so many women, 
4t not for just such work as 
North Wilkesboro and the Count 
for food to eat, clothing to wear, etc., 
4s hardly ever called upon for relief. 
work will continue indefinitely for I am sure the women had rather 
work for their families then to beg. 


‘ In conolusion, 


“you have 


NEGRO PROJECT 
HERE SHOWING 
FINE RESULTS 


Decrease In Delinquency 
Experienced In 
Work Here 


Good progress is being made on a 
'WPA and NYA recreation project for 
negroes in Asheville and Buncomoe 
County, under the leadership of L 
G, Blackus, negro, director of the 
‘Negro Welfare Council for Asheville, 
t was learned yesterday. 

Seventy-three persons from the 
WPA and NYA rolls are employed on 
the project and are engaged in such 
activities as teaching informal games 
+g school children. preparing recrea 


Very truly youts, 


made “to bring out their finer quali- 
ties,” 

The group studying dramatics will! 
give \ts premiere performance at 8:30 
o'clock tomorrow evening at the 
Shiloh school. Three one-act plays 
will be presented, All were written 
by WPA workers who ate members 
of the cast. : 

One of the plays is “Keg Alley," 
a story concerning things that ac- 
tually happened in the vicinity ot 
Eagle street and which tells of the 
reformation of the bootlegger, An- 
other is “Aunt Jemima and Uncle 
Josh,” a comedy skit of two old per- 
sons with a modern daughter, The 
title of the third play was not an- 
nounced, Also on the program is to 
be singing and dancing. 

Blackus said that one of the group 
is now touring the county gathering 
historical data from negroes*ot Uv 
years of age or older, and that the 
material will be put into one-act 
plays, In this way he hopes that the 
negro folklore of Western Nort} 
Carolina will ba preservec 


g you in appreciation of the fine work you have been 
the WPA forces on the women's projects. 
g@ room and all the women's projects, 
I can realize what it means to a 
to have work of this nature. 
heads of large families, and were 
you are supervising, the Town of 
y of Wilkes would be called upon 


I wish to thank you for the very splendid cooperation 
given the City at all times, I am 


HON. J. A, ROUSSEAU 
vent JuDGE 171m JupictaL Dist. 
Norrn Witxessoro, N. C. 
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WILKES SUPERIOR COURTS) 


OFFICE OF First Mowpay my Marcu, 2 West 


CLERK SUPERIOR COURT Ngee Ao a. 


31 3 


_t 2. 


CHAIRMEN OF COMMITTEES 


FINANCE: S. V. TOMLINSON 
WATER & LIGHT: R. P. CASF 
STREET: R. G. FINLEY 

Fire: HoYLE M. HUTCHENS 
SANITARY: 1. E. PEARSON 


Such as the 


It means 


and, as it is, the Town 
I sincerely hope that this 


Mavor 


The Need For Space 


The report by WPA officials 
that the establishment of play~ 
grounds and recreational activities 
in Raleigh has reduced delinquency 
by 25 per cent among white chil- 
dren and 20 per cent among colored 
is in line with the findings of all 
students of childish ways and needs. 
They have learned that the cost 
of such facilities is more than off- 
set by the decrease in police and 
administrative expenses. 

It would probably pay alt grow- 
ing communities while land is 
cheap, te set aside one acre of free 
space for every ten devoted to build- 


mie oes ie AP, Lae ee, teks er 


WILKESBORO, N. C. 
May 25th, 1936 


WPA Officials, 
Winston-Salem, N. Ce 


Gentlemen: 


I want to take this opportunity to thank you for 
the labor furnished by your organization thru the Clerical Pro- 
ject for the re-indexing of our Judgment Docket. This indexing 
requires a stupendous amount of work and it would have been im- 
possible for the County to set aside funds enough with which to 
do it. As Clerk of Court, I am deeply grateful for the assign- 
ment of this work to your Clerical Project. 


This work, when completed will be valued highly 
by the lawyers and all others wishing to know if there are liens, 
judgments, eto against property. 


After this job is finished, we should like very mush 
to have the other books, containing wills, foreclosures, etc. inde 
ed, and trust that your program will continue long enough to inclu 
this work. 


I want to add that the work done so far by the girls 
on this project is neat, accurate and highly satisfactory in all 
respects. 

Thanking you again, I am, 


Yours very truly, 
Clerk A ae Court 


P, S. the County has already spent approximately $700.00 for 
materials for this work, and I believe would be willing to spend 
more for additional indexing. 


Spon ghee 
a ui ate Children To Develop. 
Rv Fannie Lou Bingham 
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At top: Children at play on a WPA Recrea- 
tion project 
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EDUCATION THROUGH WPA 

Our attention was called to the fact last week that be- 
tween 400 and 500 persons are being taught by 22 teach- 
ers in this county under the supervision of WPA, and we 
pass on this information to our readers in order that they 
may know of this worthwhile work. 

The purpose of the WPA educational program is to give 
adults who did not possess the best of educational ad- 


vantages in their youth an opportunity to improve their 


: 
; 


f. 


_ that in addition to funds already ex- 


rs 


a 


pr 


minds, and at the same time prepare themselves for the 
tasks of life. Reading, writing, dramatics, music, and 
courses on the preparation of food and the making of 
clothing are included in the curricula of these classes. 

Those who are attending the classes are highly pleased 
with the type of instruction given, and attendance has been 
very good. The teachers are doing their work in an earn- 
est manner, and splendid results should be forthcoming. 
—Editorial, Stanly County News. 


ADVISORY BOARD 
COMMENDS NCNY: 


State Youth Program Diree- 
tor Reports Aid ©: 
— 000 ¢: 


sured last: September, 
McIntosh reported to the advisors 


pended, approximately $315,000 
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_would be distributed among college 
_ and high school students and youths 
out of school, making a total of 
_ about a million dollars. 

ee The State director said that if re- 
lief funds are appropriated for an- 
_ other year, he was confident that 
_ college aid would continue in some 
form. 

_ The director’s report showed that 
6,000 high school pupils, 4,000. col- 
lege students and 5,800 out-of-school 
_ youths had been aided by the youth 
| program. He said that 60 per cent of 
‘the funds had gone’for recreation 
and community leadership, 20 per 
_ tent for rural projects and 15 per 
cent for public service projects. Five 
‘ber cent was allotted for a research 
Project, which McIntosh: said had 
not been established, and only two 
and a half per cent, or $31,000, of 
the funds was expended for admin- 
istration. 
a. —-News and Observer. 


“The young people assigned to this laboratory by the 
NYA have given very satisfactory service on the research 
project being conducted here for the study and control of 
a serious oyster pest which annually causes commercial 
losses amounting to several million dollars. These young 
people have been engaged for several months in making 
scientific observations, measurements and drawings of a 
marine snail or drill which is particularly destructive ‘to 
seed oysters in certain areas along the North Carolina 
coast. The work they have been doing serves to provide 
knowledge concerning the life history and behavior of this 
pest and these facts are now being applied to practical 
control measures. 

“I believe that the employment provided for these young 
people by the NYA has given them valuable training in 
certain phases of scientific investigation which | hope will 
enable them, in the near future, to obtain.permanent work 
in this field in which they have shown satisfactory ability.” 
Herbert F. Prytherch, Director, 

U.S. Bureau of Fisheries, Beaufort, N. C. 


An adult Education 
Class 


ANN PRESTON BRIDGERS 
1306 HILLSBORO STREET 
RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA 


July 8, 1934 J 


NCW PA 


Niss Mary Dirnberge: 
State Director 
Federal Thsatre 


9t4 Story 


Deer Miss Dirnberger: 


May I sxpress to you my appreciation for the 
recent production of my play, "Quicksend”, 
under the auspices of the Federal Theatre. 


By lending us such a talented director as 
Kay McKay, the Federal Theatre has enabled 
the Raleigh Little Theatre to give a stimu- 
lating and, to me, a very satisfactory pro- 
duction of a difficult new play. This was 
done with the full co-operation of the Yorks 
Progress Administration organization, To i : 
see my play in production was invaluable to eee i 
me as a playwright. And to realize what can : i 
be done when a zovernment agency works with a ae 
a community, was exciting for its promise of 
& permanent theatre in North Carolina 


Sincsrely, 


(, freite. Gridgere, 


Wel. tet thin Mah deaths,” 


At Lett: 


A WPA art class for 
children 


At bottom: A glimpse 
of the Greensboro WPA 
Art Center 


most § na rojects 1 
née Fed eing org 
Carolin’ oe islam 


Ko 
Pee xneatre 


Art Center Has Excellent Exhibit 


Ou 
i g 
— prenietatan | Stow Dit Of “Mature Modern Art” Says Ri 
4 vn Pre gguct Wyte ature ModernArt Says 
jaime? “ee PM orand ite, 
cc yea ° Ns S$ e Th 2 pare r yrs is a beautiful frame with a sil 
x\e 1 a-W9 . gram Wise Pierson Ricks, of Hanes, local]| pretty cream-puff inside. if 
ens er: vile \ tug, tha, artist and critic, finds the Whitriey| Kathleen Norris you'll adore this 
Ov » ye pis top. ane puff. 
ences ed %° air Lum She Museum exhibition now at the Art); .. Bee | 
wpe ao as ynvit Sais sid Center one of the best «xhibitions of Partealt Of m pai ar eS ae | 
rl Sette st ean deriaree luca Increr ne sesses a fine repose. Subtle color. 
j ¥ he ' “Paul Rohland’s ‘Bouquet 


paintings were ung last week andij, 4 sparkling desovstinn 
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: 
; 
: 


At top right: The late Kay McKay, direc- 
tor of the Raleigh unit of the WPA Federal 
Theatre project, whose recent death shocked 
the community. His ability as a director had 
done much to foster interest in the Raleigh 
Little Theatre and his personality had won 
him a large circle of friends. 

He is shown with Miss Primrose McPherson, 
of the WPA Raleigh Art project, who de- 
signed and directed the painting of the cur- 
tain in the background used for the produc- 
tion of ‘The Drunkard.’’ This was the first 
play directed by Mr. McKay in Raleigh 


The Attic? 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DEPARTMENT OF 
CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT 


R. BRUCE ETHERIDGE, Di1RECTOR 


RALEIGH 


PAUL KELLY, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 


July 28, 1936 


Mr. Edwin J. Bjorkman 
State Director, Federal Writers Project 


Asheville, N. C. 


THE SYMPHONY CONCERTS 


We are ready to believe that the news 
story in The Citizen of yesterday stated 
the situation correctly when it said that 
the North Carolina Symphony Orchestra, 
under the direction of Joseph DeNardo, 
“won the hearts and appreciation” of the 
audience which attended the first of the 
concerts given at the Lee Edwards High 
School Monday night, opening the music 
festival. —Asheville Citizen. 


Dear Mr. Bjorkman: 


I am writing to ask that you advise me of the progress of the 
North Carolina Guide now being prepared by the #ederal Writers 
Project of the Works Progress Administration. As you know, the 
State Department of Conservation and Development has secured 
from the WPA exclusive rights of publication for the guide, and 
we are keenly interested in its progress. 


We believe that the guide will be a great asset to the work of 
this Department in furnishing 4 wealth of information concerning 


North Carolina. 


It will also aid the Department greatly in the proposed program 
for advertising the scenic, historical and industrial assets of 
North Carolina as well as enabling us to furnish a great deal of 
data not now readily available for various purposes in regard to 
North Carolina. ‘ie are looking forward to the completion of the 
manuscript for this publication and we believe that it will 
serve a very useful purpose in this State and throughout the 


country. 


Very truly yours, 


x et? assigtan rector, 


WPA—North Carolina Symphony Orchest 
with Asheville Choral sic See i os 


a 


THE BACK COVER 
is a. photograph of a completed 
section of the New Hanover 
County WPA Burnt Mill Creek 
Drainage and Malarial Control 
project 
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Information Service 


FOREWORD 


The primary aim of the WPA is creation of employ- 
ment for persons in distress who are able and willing 
to work. The excellent betterments to our state come 
as a direct result of helping our own people keep 
their heads above water in this maelstrom of unem- 
ployment and economic insecurity. Our purpose is 
altruistic. Yet, in making wise investments in the 
welfare of human beings, North Carolina, from the 
shifting sands of the Atlantic to the rock-ribbed crags 
of the Blue Ridge Mountains, is being enriched with 
notable achievements with which to keep pace and 
obtain the better things of civilization—-leading to a 
more abundant life for the rank and file of us. 


And so it goes through the Nation. 


Through other media and the issues of ‘‘North 
Carolina WPA—Its Story,’’ we are giving to the 
people of North Carolina an account of our steward- 


Fred J. Cohn, 


Director, Information Service 


WPA CHIEFTAINS 


PRESIDENT 
ROOSEVELT 


WORK. 


PROGRAM 


MALCOLM J. MILLER 


Regional Field Representative 


HARRY L. HOPKINS 
National WPA Administrator 


(12 Southern States) 


WW PA Ith Story 


Leaksville’s WPA Library. 
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At right is the Architect’s conception of the War Me- 
morial at N. C. State College, Raleigh. WPA undertook 
the completion of the tower when the shaft was just 
above the level of the first window. 

The eagle at top right is one of eight which have already 
been set in the “Clock Section.” 

At top left, WPA workers are completing the eight 
columns for the “Bell Section.’ 


The other picture shows WPA workers at Mt. Airy, 
quarrying granite from which the memorial is being 
constructed. 


This has given work to unemployed quarriers, stone 
cutters, carvers and unskilled workers in Mt. Airy and 
to stone setters and ufiskilled persons in Raleigh. 


GUALEORD CouNme 
ian ih uth tile ti ; 


GREENSBORO,N.C. 


September 25, 197 


State Administ 
tor 
Works Pro iy 
Raleigh, ahi Administration 


Dear Mr. Coan: 


in the State, 


We are more than 
hese worth-while 


We remain 
Very truly yours, 


Board 
of County Commissioners of Guilfor 


a. oC) 


d County 


ane ’ The Riverside School (below) has been completed. 


Above: At Noco Park 
for Negroes, Greensboro, 
the recreation building has 
been completed, and is be- 
ing painted and the swim- 
ming pool's foundation is 


under way. 
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October 3, 1936 
? Director ie 
W i 
y 1 
) rd A deruen and Yself, r What to i 
for the Projaot hay been lotteg to iH 
*s Under th y Ae p Pam, and fo, the | 
Operation yo have ive in the Hi 
HH 
‘ing Camp] tion, Will be op Ereat HH 
Ommy * Thig building 1’ ped with hii 
alcony, @nd wil) be Used for Commund ty Purpogeg Mt 
88) Welling Arnory, it 
Ve have installeg 8everg) Mile of nitary Sewer, Under } 
e P, "s+ 8 Plying thi uc. ede On enience © about 
three hundr d eng f: honeg, herstoron, Served Y Septic 
tanks a ivies, Mag Ndooint health °OnVeni ence i 
much benefit Wwillp iH 
i) ° ONnstry ted abou thougang fee of rbin, nd | 
Gutter, and belieys thig One o MO st rthwhile 
Projects Draingpe 18 much more Satisragt, Ys and mei ntenance 
nUCh leg than befor a Cideg Proveme, t ig shown in 
© secti where thig WO rk been "0 are Preperi 
to Take Urthe yp Provement °n these Street, by 2 treatnient 
of Caled Chlorig 
(11 the y rk done ilson, Under We Pp, 2 hag On of g 
2¢rmenent nature, Bnd wil) pr Ersat benefit to our Town 
and ig ®PPraciated by all of (o) Citizens 
With Kindest Tegards [ Temein 
i 
Yours Very tmly, 
WOM. racic 
We Mi Weging, 
Wisp vity Nanacer 


. Pauls. 
QO00 gallon water tank at St 
80, 


The pier. 


At right: 


RWPA | 


Its Story’ Vi 


WPA COMBATS FLOODS, MALARIA, 


Te Works Progress Administration is spending 
more than a half million dollars on drainage projects 
in North Carolina in an effort to eradicate the breeding 
places of the malaria carrying mosquito, to remove in- 
sanitary conditions and for flood control. The work 
ranges {rom digging simple ditches by hand to the use 
of giant dredges to deepen small rivers and creeks. 

The largest undertaking in the state is the proper 
drainage of three large creek basins in the western 
part of Rowan and the southeastern section of Iredell 
counties. The entire system of Second, Third and 
Fourth creeks and their tributaries drains about 300 
square miles of thickly populated land, of which ap- 
proximately 100 square miles has been seriously dam- 
aged from both a health and economic standpoint by 
ponded swamps, stagnant lakes and flooded bottom 
lands. Approximately 109 miles of machine dredging 
and 100 miles of hand ditching will be necessary to 
restore this section to its once prosperous and healthy 
state, 

Muddy Creek with its two principal tributaries, South 
Fork and Salem Creeks, has created a serious hazard 
in populous Forsyth County between Winston-Salem 
and the Yadkin River. Health records show that more 
than half of the cases of malaria and typhoid fever in 


At left: 


- ty’s total area. 


-pia caused concern among health officials. 


the county during the past five years have occurred in 
this area which comprises less than a tenth of the coun- 
Twelve miles of the creek channels are 
being widened and straightened, approximately 20 
miles of minor dredging undertaken, and many miles 
of lateral ditches cut by the WPA in order to drain this 
area properly. 

Another principal drainage project is that of Swift 
Creek in Pitt County where the rapid increase in mala- 
Neither 
Swift Creek nor its tributaries had well defined chan- 
nels and heavy rains flooded the bottomlands. The 
WPA is clearing away clogging growths of brush and 
trees, digging ditches to drain swamps and straightening 
channels. 

Still another large drainage project is in Craven 
County where the WPA is draining Trent Marsh near 
New Bern and at the same time creating an excellent 
site for a combined airport and seaplane base. 

Smaller drainage projects are under way in SO other 
counties. In addition to the health benefits which 
alone will be worth many times their cost to the people 
in the affected areas, the malaria control program is 
also reclaiming many acres of rich farm lands and is 
assuring protection to hundreds of other acres from 
crop-destroying floods. 


Condition 


to be remedied. 


Operations o 
Muddy Creek. 


Above: Completed section of 
Muddy Creek Drainage. 


rking on 
Aas Creek. 


OFFICE oF 


JOH, COWARD 
AUDITOR 


imately 8,000 P®0ple in Swift Creek Drainage Basin, Mostly 4» Pitt 
County and 9 bart in Craven County, for the Work already 8Ccomp lished 
i 1, 


Propagat ed 8nd spread laria, The work wh ch you e already done 
With funds PPlementing *505,000.00, Made g @ilable by Ocal SPonsorg 
Of this greg Project for Malaria Contr, 1, hag Produce Wond erfuliy 


Without the 288istance f North Caroling Workg Progress 
Admini st rat é on this Sould not have been accomplished, Approxinet ely 
15 miles of Tight~ofway, in width Varying from 109 Peat to 140 feet, 


is 8reat Credit to Works Progress Admini st ration, therefore thig letter 
in their behalf that their 8PPreciation may be known, 


Tt: 
Swift Creek, completed par 
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Cumberland County 
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Washington, Beaufort County. 


an 
Wein leone nme 
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Elizabethtown, Bladen County. 
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Greensboro, Guiltord County. 


Lower left: 
Wilkesboro, Wilkes 
County 


STATE’S 33 A 
BUILI 


Below: Laurinburg, 
Scotland - 
County 


Louisburg, Franklin County. 


eee ae ee ee 


Lillington, Harnett County. 


oh ‘ire, 


HALIFAX 
HILLSBORO 
GREENSBORO LOVISBURG 
SANFORD 
SBURG a) 
) TROY LILLINGTON 
NROE. FAYETTEVILLE @ a ath 


WADE SBORO 
@LAYRINBURG 


ELIZABETHTOWN 


ICULTURAL 
NGS 


irty-three agricultural buildings are now under construc- 
or have been completed in North Carolina by the Works 


ress Administration cooperating with that many counties. | 


7 other applications are pending from counties which have 
vailable space in which to house headquarters for agri- 
ral work. 


e erection of such buildings is proving popular with county 
als since the unemployed in their respective communities 
seing cared for through the Work Program while at the 
time the counties are securing a center for their agrarian 
ests. 


e buildings serve as meeting places for farm groups as 
; ordinarily provide for an assembly hall with stage and 
smaller conference room. They also house the farm and 
> demonstration agents and similar employees, the average 
ing having space for five offices and a demonstration 


ea 
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Hertford, Perquimans County. 


a 


Located adjacent to the courthouse, or in some 
instances built as an addition to the courthouse, the agricul- 
tural buildings are also available for use for general county 
functions and as a market center for farm produce, and several 
counties which have no other space available use their build- 
ings in such manner. 


laboratory. 


The average cost of these structures is $10,000, which means 
that approximately $330,000 has been allotted to this type of 
building thus far. 


Counties with which the WPA is erecting or has built agri- 
cultural buildings include: Anson, Beaufort, Bertie, Bladen, 
Cabarrus, Caldwell, Cleveland, Cumberland, Duplin, Franklin, 
Gates, Greene, Guilford, Halifax, Harnett, Hyde, Johnston, 
Jones, Lee, Lenoir, Martin, Montgomery, Northampton, Orange, 
Pamlico, Perquimans, Rockingham, Sampson, Scotland, Tyrrell, 
Union, Washington, and Wilkes. 


ects you have under way. 


j measure, 
j taking part in community betterment, in improvements that would bene- 
j fit, mot only themselves, 
| children and grandchildren and in 
lasting service to their city, county 


By Dorothy Knox 


ITH my usual enthusiastic ignorance I rushed into Mr. John kL, 
Grice’s office and said, “Will you give me a list of the WPA proj- 
I want to write them up.” He looked at me 
in amazement and then chuckled, “There were a 101 in operation last 
week and we try to keen 100 going all the time, but 
Dil be glad to give you the list.” I gasped and stam- 
mered, ‘‘THank you just the same, but I don’t believe 
I need that list after all.” I had thought 1t would 
be interesting to write a co-umn about each project, 
but it would take me four soiid months of nothing 
but WPA articles to get around. That’s out of the 
question, and it’s too bad because there is a story in 
every project. 

Jobs for the jobless, hope for the hopeless, food 
for the hungry, clothes for the shabby—the WPA 
stands for all of these things, and they are the fun- 
damentals of lfe, the most important stories of all. 
But when I talked to Mr. Grice, director of the 


DOROTHY KNOX 


| seventh district, he brought another story to my mind, one that strikes a 
} responsive chord in my heart—-Pride of Your Job. 


There’s nothing lends 
a greater satisfaction to life, but somehow I never thought about it in 
connection with the WPA, which seemed to me only a temporary relief 
I failed to realize that the people who were employed by it were 


but their —Charlotte News. 


and state, 


D. J. SINCLAIR, Mayor 
7. T. COVINGTON, TReasuRER 


C.M. FETTER, CLerK 


But if I failed to realize it, the | 
men employed have not. Mr. Grice 
tells me, “The interest, ability, loy- 
alty and service with which these 
workers go about their jobs should 
be a challenge to the community | 
to carry on this work,” he said. 
Lots of the men become so inter- 
ested that they continue to work 


Le A. KNIGHT, Asar, CLlerK 

L, ©. ROBINSON, CGHier of PoucE 

7. 4d. DUNN, Town AytoRNeY 

W.E. MATTHEWS, CONSULTING ENGINEER 


Kernersville's Community House. 


Leiths Creek. 


TOWN OF LAURINB 


LAURINBURG, NORTH CAROLIN: 


May 13, 1936 


on their own time. Take for in- 
stance the Bee Log School, up in 
the mountains of Yancey county, 


near Burnsville and Micaville. Built 
of native stone by native workers, 
this large school house will be at- 


j tended by the children of the men 


who built it, 
become so 


and the men have 
interested in the job 


| that in their spate time they have 


Scoured the mountains and with 
their own hardearned fifty cent 
; pieces have bought up old mill 
stones, polished them up and. set 
them in the stone work of the 


building, 


The WPAcovers a multitude of 


; projects, but I doubt if any would 


be as interesting to me as one 
of the least expensive. At twenty 
of the mountain schools, the only 
water available for the children is 
a spring bubbling from the ground, 
if the dog gets there first, as is 


i generally the case, the kids drink 


} ryuddy water or go without. At a 
cost of $2.48 a spring, the WPA 
f gave work to some of the native 


fF unemployed, and put cement basins 
F in all those springs. 


A small proj- 


fect, but think of the number of 
i children whose health will be safe- 
; @uarded, 


Mr. R. D. Cardwell, Administrator, 
Fourth District, 

Works Progress Administration, 
Fayetteville, N. c. 


Dear Sir: 


The WPA force working in co-operation with the Town of Laurin- 
burg have almost completed the Leith's Creek Project, No. 779, 
There is still some landscape work to be done on this project, 
but only a few men will be required for this wrk. We wish to i 
Congratulate you on the msiner in which this project has been 
handled. We feel that it is a4 worthwhile contribution to the 
permanent improvements in this town. 


We have another project, your No. 155, for the constructim of 
sanitary sewers. The work on this project is very similar to 
that just completed and we feel that the forces as now organized 
mcan handle this tipe of work to better advantage than any other 
fwork in this viciuity. We would like very much to have this 
psewer project reieased, so that we can start work upon the com- 
jpletion of the Leith's creek Project. 


WAS you know, we are using unskilled labor exclusively. This 

wlebor is entirely unsuited for any kind of building work, We, 
therefore, feel that better results can be obtained on such work as 
flaying sewers, than on any other type. 


Yours very truly, | Hi | 


TOWN OF LAURINBURG | 


WPA Sewage Construction. 
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MW PA Its Stony 


WPA Guarded “Thy Neighbor’ 


Against Hunger, Says Coan 


“The WPA has kept tens or thou- 
sands of our citizens, neighbors, 
friends and relatives from the pangs 
of hunger. They are not strangers 


who are being helped but residents|methods of 
of our own neighborhoods—our own} workers 


responsibilities,’ George W. Coan, 
state WPA. administrator, ‘and for- 
mer mayor of Winston-Salem, de- 
clared in a radio address here last 
night. 

Mr. Coan’s address was the first of 
a series of broadcasts of the WPA 
of North Carolina designed to de- 
scribe the activities of the WPA in 
this state. It was given over Sta- 
tion WSJS. 

“We should disabuse our minds of 
the thought that the WPA has been 
ge free lunch counter--each and every 
worker has been required to give an 
honest day’s work—shirking has not 
been tolerated, Each person who 
holds a WPA job has been required 
to work for his wages,’’ Mr. Coan 
asserted, 

WPA is the first universal pro- 
gram which has endeavored to ‘‘pre- 


serve skills,’ the state administra- 
tor declared, pointing out that the 
majority of persons, male and fe- 
male, have for the most part been 
assigned to projects for whick by 
training and experience they are 
best adapted. WPA, through project 
training, has aided its workers to 
rehabilitate themselves by ‘‘learning 
skills’ they formerly did not pos- 
sess, and the program has been de- 
signed to avoid competition with pri- 
vate industry. } 

“Be it gaid for the workers: they 
do not want 38 dole—they want 
work,’? Administrator Coan said. 
“Since private industry cannot em- 
ploy all of them, we are giving work 
to the many thousands eligible, able 
and willing to work.” 

Describing the need for WPA pro- 
gram, Mr. Coan related that, when 
the government withdrew from the 
relief business, purely as such, in 
the spring of 1935,’ there were then, 
as now, millions of unemployed. 

“This can be attributed,” he said, 


* 
‘4 


2,812 mil 


ees 


arket Roads. 


‘to many factors, chiefly: the after- 
math of the ‘joy ride’ taken upon 
the reckless boom years; the dis- 


placing of workers by advanced 


machine production; 
becoming mnon-productive 
through physical and mental disabil- 
ity; and, a vast army of persons, es- 
timated at 2,200,000, becoming of 
working age since 1929. The Presi- 
dent would not ignore them. Upon 
his humane position that no one 
should starve in this land of plenty, 
ways were devised to help those in 
need,”’ 

The WPA, Mr. Coan related, estab- 
lished by act of Congress on May 6, 
135, changed relief to ‘‘work relief,” 
giving employment to hundreds of 
thousands of persons. 

WPA, although it is the governing, 
and by far the principal agency, is 
only one division of the President’s 
plan to substitute a pay roll for a 
relief roll, the administrator said. 

Since its establishment, those who 
through circumstances beyond their 
control, were forced to obtain relief 
as a gift, have been presented with 
an opportunity to “‘earn their liveli- 
hood in the true American manner, 
through their own work,’ Mr, Coan 
asserted. 


Telling how the supervision of the 
state WPA was decentralized from 
Washington to Raleigh, Mr. Coan 
gave details concerning the workings 
of the program. 

Whether or not a person in need 
is eligible for work on a WPA proj- 
ect is largely determined by the 
local office of the Department of 
Public Welfare of the State of North 
Carolina, .The employment division 
of WPA has made a survey of the 
entire state to determine what elig- 
ible workers were available in num- 
ber, and in what skills, in each and 
every community of the state. In 
this manner, WPA could plan the 
kind of work the cities and counties 
should select for their unemployed. 


—Winston-Salem Journal. 


paired, built or are building: 
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George W. Coan, dr., goes ‘‘on the air’’ t 
tell of N.C.WPA activities. 


In return for economic 
security, they WORK 
and for North Caro- 
lina, among a myriad 
of other worthwhile 
things, they have re- 


su 


2,281 blocks Streets and Alleys. 


Reps 


131 parks and playgrounds, and 11 swimming pools 


324 public buildinas 


mains. 


MW PA TT alte UD Saw Ya, I5 


Also, in return for the opportunity given our neighbors “to earn their liveli- 
hoodin true American manner, 


through their own WORK,’’ 


they have produced many 
needed structures such as: 


@ A Garage for Wilson County. 


Market at Rocky-Mount. 


ee 


Ribetadays 


WW PA 9t4 Story 16 


And in return, among other fine things, they have by their WORK— 


hundreds 


of thousands of 


articles of clothing 


for needy families. « « « 


Utilized scraps in 
Christmas toys for un- 


jerprivileged children. 


INS STURDIVANT 


es pera 


Made adult education possible for 27,983 
white and colored persons (Negro adult educa- 
tion group). 


Indexed records; 
done other clerical 


work in 46 counties. 


WW PA 


Humanity 


“When I first talked to you about 
work, I was so overcome with fear 
and discouragement that there 
seemed no possible way out.” 


This and similar expressions are 
heard frequently by WPA _ super- 
visors of women’s projects from wo- 
men who are now earning a live- 
linood through sewing, book-mend- 
ing or clerical work provided by the 
Works Progress Administration, ac- 
cording to Mrs. Rosa D. Bullock, 
third district supervisor. To enable 
such persons to win back their self- 
confidence is one of the primary 
purposes of the work relief pro- 
gram, she pointed out. 

That such an opportunity is ap- 
preciated by a majority of those aid- 
ed, Mrs. Bullock does not doubt. 
“Flere is a letter in this morning’s 
mail—more articulate than most— 
but expressing a common attitude,” 
she said, 

The letter said: “For some time I 
have wanted to havea talk with you, 
but realizing just how much there 


even a little of your time. 

“Please let me express to you and 
the entire WPA set-up my sincere 
appreciation for the opportunity 
which has come to me to stage a 
come-back through this great pro- 
gram, At the time I first talked to 
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In ‘Era of Rebuilding,’ 


Comes First 


you about work 1 was so over-come 
with fear and discouragement that 
there seemed no possible way out. 
I felt that failure was certain and I 
might as well give up. 

“The WPA took me when I was 
a helpless, hopeless, discouraged 
failure. It gave me a chance, and af- 
ter @ month’s work when I did not 
seem. to get adjusted so as to do 
efficiently the work I was attempt- 
ing, I did not get thrown out but 
was moved into something different, 
with which I was better able to cope. 

Later I was given work more in 
line with the training I had had 
and which I could do more eéffi- 
ciently. I think oné of the greatest 
services of the program is that it 
helped people find the work they 
were best adapted to do. In that 
way they are happiex and can give 
better service, 

“I now can see how gradually and 
very patiently you good people hav¢ 
guided, directed and encouraged me 
to build up my morale again. 

“You told me in the beginning the 


is on you, I have hesitated to take work was designed to tide people over 


until they could find their way back 
into their own field . , As soon 
as possible I want to find private 
employment so that my place may 
be filled bv someone who may need 
it more thanI...” 

—Raleigh Times. 
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The Negro Recreation Project 


at Greenville gave a play: 
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“Fairies in Play.” 


By BR. ALTON JACKSON 
One feature of the WPA work in 
Winston-Salem, Forsyth county and 
the sixth WPA district is getting lit- 
tle of the recognition it is due. This 
is the recreational activity, which is 


doing a vast work in Winston-Salem, 


and which promises to do much more, 
not only in this city and in Forsyth 
county, but throughout the district. 
The writer took a short trip. Mon- 
day afternoon to several of the recre- 
ational projects in Winston-Salem, 


and was amazed not only at what, 


was being done, but at the possibil- 
ities of the work carried on. 

Working in close co-operation with 
the city recreational department, 
WPA recreational projects are sup- 
plementing the plan of the city de- 
partment, adding to the projects. of 
the city department already in opera- 
tion and starting new projects in line 
with the program of the city recrea- 
tional department. 

There are now projects in eight of 
the thirteen counties of the sixth dis- 
trict, including Wilkes, Ashe, Alex- 
ander, Watauga, Rowan, Tredeil, 
Surry and Forsyth. Whether such 
projects can operate depends on cer- 
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Idle Mind Is Devil’s 
WPA Recreation Keeps Kids Busy 


Workshop; 


ing to the desires of the children at- 
tending. | 


Projects are being conducted in. 
communities, for both white and col- 
ored, where heretofore a local hid 
ational program has not fully mate- 
rialized, due to lack of funds for 
providing trained leaders. Most of 
the communities are welcoming these 
projects. } 


An example of the work is shown 


in the Arista Mill village. 
room house has been provided by the 
mill management and this is being 
turned into a, neat clubroom. The 
surrounding grounds are being uti. 
lized for play fields. This project 
wae. started this week and the im- 
mediate response of the children was 
gratifying. It will be only a short 
time after the program here is in. 
full swing that conditions will be- 
come overcrowded, due to the intense 
interest of the children. 


This program ig being carried out 
in various other parts of the city, 
for both white and colored children. | 
A visit to the various nroiarcts dis. 
closes large —T'win City Sentinel, 
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Into the tummies of undernourished school children go 
hot meals provided by the WPA. 
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“—HE KNEW HOW TO KEEP 
CHRISTMAS WELL... MAY 
THAT BE TRULY SAID OF 
US, AND ALL OF US! AND 
SO,AS TINY TIM OBSERVED, 
GOD BLESS US,EVERY ONE!” 


—DICKENS 
“A CHRISTMAS CAROL" 
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A ferry Christmas 
and the 
Happiest New Dear Ever 


TO: 

a 

The tens of thousands of our associates in the WPA in North Carolina 
who, in appreciation of receiving a share in our economy, have pride- 
fully produced many needed improvements for their own communities. 
@ 


The administrative personnel who, with loyalty and the spirit of this 
season all year round, have tirelessly aided in this fine work of helping 
others. 


The officials of the State of North Carolina and its local governmental 
units, who have cooperated with the WPA Work Program so splendidly. 


The press and radio, who have generously assisted us in informing the 
people of this State about WPA activities and accomplishments. 


Our National and Regional leaders, who have masterfully directed the 
President's plan to alleviate hunger and privation in our State and in 


the Nation. 


George W. Coan, dr. 
State Administrator 
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Tennis courts and shelters with part of lands caping—walks in background. (Above) 


Stone revetments and a footbridge. (Below) 


The WPA project in Hanes Park (see cuts) has been completed. It serves particularly as a playground and 
recreational area for the Winston-Salem High School and one of the large grade schools. The work embraced 
the censtruction of kaseball diamonds, football fields, running tracks, tennis courts, three modern footbridges, 
walks, steps, underground drainage, extensive grading, creek bank straightening, dyking revetments in beds 
and banks of creeks and general beautification. 


This chapter of WVV PDA 924 Story includes: 
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Edwards & Broughton Co., Raleigh, N. C. 24%M 12-12-36 


MONROE'S RECREATIONAL CENTER, which includes the clubhouse, of which two views 
are shown above, swimming pool and bathhouse pictured below, is the most comprehensive 
one under construction by the WPA in North Carolina. Although selected and sponsored 
by the City of Monroe as its chief WPA project, the recreation center whose total cost is 
estimated at $137,174.75 is expected to serve both Union and Stanly counties. Picnic grounds, 
tennis courts a baseball diamond, a lake, and a nine-hole golf course are other attractions 
being constructed on the 40 acre tract which will be landscaped. The WPA is improving or 
constructing a total of 131 parks and playgrounds in the State. 
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High Point's WPA 
club h 


mond and football field. 
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Front view 


Rear view 
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DEAR 
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Farm-lTo-Market Roads 


WHAT the WPA is 
doing toward giving 
isolated North Carolina 
farmers access to a mar-= 
ket for their products. 


ay ee 
George W. Coan, Jr. 


State Administrator. 
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EASURED in terms of service, 
M one of the most important if 

lesser known features of the 
Works Progress Administration program 
is the repair and construction of farm- 
to-market roads. This part of our pro- 
gram is not well known because the 
major portion of the traveling public 
not only does not see such roads but also 
fails to realize that there are thousands 
of farm families living on roads that are 
not usable the year round. 

When President Roosevelt inaugu- 
rated his work relief program, this con- 
dition was nation-wide, for by popular 
demand the lion’s share of highway 
funds has always gone on the more 
heavily used arteries of travel. With 
the inauguration of the work program, 
these ‘‘back country’’ roads for the first 
time began to receive the attention de- 
manded by the social and economic 
needs of farm and hence of community 
life. 

In spite of its magnificent highway 
system in which we take a just pride, 
our own State has its quota of farm 
families living on roads which during 
bad weather make the regular attend- 
ance of children at school impossible, 
which prevent the marketing of perish- 
able produce, and which in general im- 
poverish individual families and the 
communities of which they are a part. 

County officials in this State, how- 
ever, have been quick to grasp the op- 
portunity offered through the Works 
Progress Administration to relieve such 
situations, They have recognized the 
economic fact that a farm on a good 
road is of much greater value than one 
on a road which makes it inaccessible at 
times. They have realized that mer- 
chants and farmers alike must benefit 
by making travel between farms and 
trading centers easier. 


Counties sponsoring farm-to-market 
roads have been and will continue to 
be met with a warm welcome when they 
come to us seeking aid. Such work fits 
unusually well the primary requirements 


Completed WPA-built road 
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of our program. Our first aim, of course, 
is to create employment for persons in 
need of work who are able and willing 
to work. Our projects must be bene- 
ficial and economically sound. They 
must be needed by the sponsors, and we 
prefer that the cost of necessary ma- 
terials and tools be moderate as com- 
pared with the labor cost. There is no 
question that a program lifting farm 
families from impassable mud and sand 
is both beneficial and needed, while the 
cost other than for labor is lower than 
for the average type of work. 

Before we undertake a project, there 
must be in the community a sufficient 
number of unemployed persons with the 
necessary skill to carry it through. The 
great majority of WPA labor is un- 
skilled and is easily adapted to the con- 
struction and repair of farm-to-market 
roads. 

Through the supervision of competent 
engineers we are endeavoring to build 
roads that are structurally sound, 
whether we are making use of an old 
road bed, building or repairing bridges 
or are undertaking entirely new con- 
struction. Where rock is available, we 
are making use of crushed stone, the 
stone also being quarried by us. 

Since its inception a little more than 
a year ago, the North Carolina WPA 
has spent over a million dollars on farm- 
to-market roads, which represents about 
eleven per cent of the total amount of 
money allotted to all projects in this 
State. We have built, repaired, or have 
under construction, 2,723 miles of farm- 
*o-market roads. 


This represents literally hundreds of 
roads, for the average link is very short. 
Picking at random, Avery County for 
instance has 14.8 miles of roads in its 
WPA project. This includes five sepa- 
rate roads, making the average length 
slightly under three miles. 


In many instances the WPA is open- 
ing roads and making them passable in 
all sorts of weather where no statistics 
in terms of miles would show the com- 
mensurate benefits. For many roads 
are rendered impassable in bad weather 
either by improper drainage or perhaps 
by one small section of the road which 
is bad. In many such places, we have 
repaired the offending spot, and where 
necessary have dug drainage ditches or 
graded the road, thus by rebuilding a 
fraction of a mile making the entire 
length of the road usable at all times. 
Where usable road-beds are in exist- 
ence we have bent our endeavors toward 
rebuilding or repairing them. This has 
been true of by far the major portion, 
or 2,683 miles of roads, while the re- 
maining forty miles have been of en- 
tirely new construction. 


A correlated endeavor to our farm- 
to-market road program is our street 
and alley repair work which has been 
done for the most part in the smaller 
towns which could not have built or re- 
paired their streets without Federal aid. 
More than a half million dollars have 
heen expended on this endeavor with 


Farm-To-Market 
Roads f 


2,182 blocks of streets or alleys built, 
repaired, or under construction. 

These. projects are among the most 
important and far reaching of those car- 
ried on by the Works Progress Admin- 
istration. They are, also, the answer to 
the requests for farm-to-market roads 
by the Grange, The Farm Bureau Fed- 
eration and practically all of the Agri- 
cultural groups. 


Note: The foregoing article 
is a reproduction of page eight 
of the November 1936 issue of 
Carolina Co-Operator. 

Since this article was written, 
a survey reveals that the N. C. 
WPA has completed over 2,600 
miles of farm-to-market roads 


and 2,250 blocks of streets and 
alleys. 
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Sections of WPA Farm-to-Market Roads. 
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Lee County's 
WPA agricultural build- 


ing at Sanford. 
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Right: 


Completed Johnston County 
malarial control project. 


Above: 


Selma's new WPA com- 
munity center and library. 


WPA revives Oyster Industry. 


A decade ago, oysters in North Carolina waters were in the same sad plight as those of Alice in Wonderland 
fame—threatened with virtual extinction. A lack of proper laws for the protection of oyster beds, and a lack 
of foresicht on the part of the oyster industry in cultivating and harvesting and in protecting beds against the 
natural enemies of oysters had contributed to the decline of the once prosperous oyster industry. 

When the rapidly dwindling income of oystermen and those dependent upon them for trade was further 
reduced almost to the vanishing point by the depression, hundreds of families heretofore noted for their inde- 
pendence and self-reliance, were forced on relief rolls. 

Following investigations by the Federal government to determine the practicality of replanting and cultivating 
oyster beds in our waters, the N. C. WPA undertook projects providing for the planting of more than 7,000,000 
bushels of seed oysters and 450,000 bushels of shells. All projects have now been completed with the result 
that work relief was afforded 387 oystermen and fishermen, an important industry to the eastern section of the 
state is keing revived, and public waters of the state are being replenished with sufficient oysters to be marketed 
in commercial quantities. 

The State Department of Conservation and Development, sponsor for the oyster projects, is seeking laws to 
close the new beds for three years—the necessary time for oysters to develop fully—and to regulate the har- 
vesting and conserve the supply of other beds. 

The total cost of the oyster planting projects has been $289,464, which is less than four cents per bushel. 
This includes the cost of gathering the seed oysters from beds which were unfavorable, owing either to shallow 
water or to soft muddy bottoms, and of transferring them to hard bottoms in deep water. 

If without further reproduction all the seed oysters planted under these projects were gathered at the end of 
three years, a yield of at least 21,000,000 bushels would be forthcoming under normal conditions, since experi- 
ments show that the ‘‘coon"’ oyster, native to North Carolina waters, returns about three bushels for each bushel 
of seed oysters planted. This oyster is considered one of the most desirable varieties for planting owing to its 
hardiness in surviving natural enemies and its succulence when served on the half shell. 


Akove:, WPA-built teacherage at 
Chesterfield school. 


Right: Scotland County’s completed 
Agricultural building. 


Above’ 
Knollwood Airport 
Southern Pines—Pinehurst 


Lindley Field 
at 
(Greensboro 
Below 
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HAPPY LANDINGS! 


Greensboro’s new airport, which has been practically completed by the WPA, promises to be one of the 
finest fields in this section of the country. 

Construction of the airport, which is located at Friendship, has been a huge undertaking involving approxi- 
mately 410,000 cubic yards of excavation. After the field which is almost a half mile square, or 600,000 square 
yards in area, had been graded, 486,250 square yards were finished in top soil and grass while the remaining 
113,750 square yards, which comprise the runways, were paved. 

The short runway, northeast to southwest is 2,700 feet long while the northwest to southeast runway is 3,380 
feet. Poth are 150 feet wide. The surfacing used on the two runways is the equivalent to nine miles of 18 
{oot roadway. 

In construction of the airport 16,280 feet of drainage was laid. 

Greenskoro plans the installation of a lighting system and the construction of an administration building as 
finishing touches to its new Lindley Field. 
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The Knollwood Airport is located between Pinehurst and Southern Pines, and will serve both towns as well 
as Moore County which joined with the municipalities in sponsoring this WPA project. Approximately 69,000 
cubic yards of dirt have keen moved in the construction of this field which has an area of 337,530 square yards. 
The runways are 500 feet wide. The northwest to southeast runway is 3,000 feet long, while the other is 3,100 
feet in length. 

A total of 68,226 man hours of work have gone into the construction of the airport which is nearing completion. 
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WPA CONTRIBUTES TO EDUCATION WITH 
BUILDINGS, INSTRUCTION, STUDENT AID 


Thirty-eight school buildings, additions to twenty schoolhouses, eighteen school 
gymnasiums and thirty-seven school athletic fields, form the first lines of the fol- 
lowing thumb-nail sketch of WPA contributions to education in North Carolina. 


Mabel High School 


Physical accomplishments, a few of 
which are illustrated on this and 
the next page, constitute only one 
phase of such activities. Student 
aid, through the National Youth 
Administration, a division of WPA, 
the Education Program, training 
courses in sewing rooms and recrea- 
tion as outlined in the subsequent 
four pages complete the sketch. 
By work relief, our needy unem- 
ployed are the delineators! 


Dillard School. 
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8,070 STUDENTS IN STATE GET NYA AID 


An Additional 4,000 Youths Increase Family Incomes Through Work Projects 


For the past few years, private jobs have not been 
available to students who were unable to remain in 
school because of lack of funds. The National Youth 
Administration, a part of WPA, has turned back this 
threat to the future of America by offering young 
people between the ages of 16 and 25 years, useful 
part-time employment to assist them in working their 
way through school. 


In the last academic year, 3,501 students in 54 
colleges and 4,569 youths in 1,086 high schools of 
North Carolina were paid $508,476.85 for their work 
under the NYA Student Aid program. The oppor- 
tunity to help earn their education will be given to 
about the same number of youths in this State during 
the current schoo! terms. 


Qualified students obtain NYA benefits by apply- 
ing to the person in charge of the school at which 
they wish to attend. Selections are made on the 
basis of need and ability. 


The work is a realraddition to school training. For 
young people who serve as assistants in libraries, 
laboratories, courthouses, clerk's offices and the 
like, it is tantamount to vocational training. The 


types of work vary with local needs and conditions. 
The amount paid to each person is small. The 


largest monthly sum a student can earn is $6.00 in 
high school, $20.00 in college, and $40.00 in gradu- 
ate school with an average of $15.00 and $30.00 in 
the last two categories. Nevertheless, these sums 
spell the difference between staying in school or 
suspending studies. 


Other than student aid, about 4,000 youths be- 
tween the ages of 18 and 25 years have been given 
employment on NYA Work projects. These young 
people are from large families eligible for work 
relief so that the basic security wage of the primary 

wage earner may be supplemented. The work 


i 


given does not compete with jobs for older people 
and gives the youths valuable experience and train- 
ing. The work types are in four major classifications, 
recreational, community development, rural, public 
service research projects. 


The hourly rate of pay for students and for youths 
upon work projects is determined according to the 
skill of the individual and the standards prevailing 
in each given community. 


In the American motif, NYA gives our youth the 
chance to earn while it learns. Like their elders, 
they do not want a dole. 

a 5 


Top: Work is not a barrier to 
these husky mountain girls who 
have graded a school yard and 
built a rock wall and a road to 
help defray their school ex- 
penses. 


Center: NYA youth in a 
laboratory. 


At left: Young library assistants 


Group in a Nursery School. 


WPA EDUCATION PROGRAM IS ESSENTIAL 
PART OF “ERA OF REBUILDING” 


The WPA education program of the State Depart- 
ment of Public Instruction in which 40,886 students 
were enrolled during the past school year, has a two- 
fold objective—to aid individuals in developing a 
larger freedom for themselves, and to conserve and 
develop human resources for the community and 
hence the state. 

The 1,333 teachers and supervisors employed 
during the past school year not only bent their efforts 
toward teaching the rudiments of learning, but also 
aided and encouraged their students to become 
members of farm and home demonstration groups, 
to participate in parent-teacher association activities, 
to make use of their public libraries, and to identify 
themselves with other community enterprises. 

A valuable by-product of adult education has 
already become apparent in the better attendance 
and health conditions in the public schools, school 
officials declaring that a parent taught means a child 
in school. Parents who previously, through igno- 
rance and fear, had rebelled against their children 
being vaccinated or attending tonsil clinics are learn- 


ing through their own education the value of such 
preventive and corrective steps. The benefits of 
milk and vegetables in the diet, and of-regular baths, 
as taught to parents, are being evidenced in their 
children. 

Although interesting to note that 3,551 adults 
learned to read and write in its literacy classes last 
year, the education program still has a fertile field in 
which to work among the 236,261 illiterates and 
approximately 400,500 near illiterates in North 
Carolina. Classes under way this fall, which have 
been considerably increased since the October 
report reproduced below was compiled, include: 


of 


Type of Education 


Number of 
Teachers 
Number of 
Enrollees 


Number 
Class 


General Adult Education 


(including clerical workers).. 334 783 8,278 
Parent Education. .. dat te sy) 627 
Vocational Training.... Repesargrtd Nes Here Ones 
Workers’ Education...... negate 2 42 
Literacy Education..... E238) 23616678 
Correspondence Study Centers 2 6 39 
Nursery Schools..... a iy teeene erty 18 695 
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WOMEN, ALSO, LEARN 
WHILE THEY EARN 


In addition to the efforts of the WPA to blot out illiteracy through its 
Education Program, a concerted effort is being made to train 
women in manual skills, to teach them the rudiments 
of sanitation, hygiene and good housekeeping. 
Not only work relief but also valuable 
training in sewing is offered 
through the sewing 
rooms: 


Kitchen and 
dining-room 
scene: Courses in 
preparation and serv- 
ice of meals are conducted. 
Incidentally, the workers eat 
the hot meals they have pre- 
pared. Cost to each worker: 
lOc per meal. 
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A curb market; 

WPA pupils being taught to 
purchase balanced meals for their own 
families economically. 


A glimpse of one of the 
sewing rooms which last 
year made 2,135,416 ar- 
ticles for distribution to 
the needy. Each woman is 
taught all processes in 
making a garment. 


Above: A sewing-room nurse has just shown how to clean a 


sick-room, bathe the patient and is demonstrating how to take | 
the patient's pulse. t , 
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This last picture in the fan shows a living room 
in which the women made the day bed of scrap 
lumber, the whatnot of spools, the rugs, chair, 


upholstery and bed pad and linen in the sewing 
rooms. 


Classes in handicraft and rug weaving are depicted 
in these two scenes. Women are encouraged to pro- 
duce marketable wares and to make their own homes 
better places in which to live. 


Another valuable contribution the WPA is 
making to education is through its recreation 
program which has as its goal—teaching 
people the art of living together. The last pic- 
ture on the page (below) shows a playground 
in a mill village, playground supervision being 
one feature of the recreational program. 


_ In the above picture, women are binding a por- 
_tion of the 495,330 books which were repaired and & 
put into circulation after having been discarded 
by schools and libraries. A number of women § 
have left WPA payrolls and gone into the book 1 
repair business as a result of WPA training. 
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Above is the home of Charlotte’s new art museum, housed in the 100-year-old Mint Building. When it - | 


became necessary to raze this structure to make way for an addition to the post office, public spirited citizens 
purchased the materials, and secured Federal aid through a previous work program to reassemble the building 
in a less crowded residential section. Its restoration is nearing completion by the WPA. 

This historic structure housed the first branch of the United States Mint in Philadelphia, served as a Con- 
federate hospital during the Civil War, and during the World War as Red Cross headquarters. The government 
ordered the assaying of gold discontinued in this mint in 1913, but the building continued to be one of the show- 
places of Charlotte. 


North Carolina's quin- 
tuplets are full grown agri- 
cultural buildings, erected 


by the WPA with the coun- 
ties at the places noted 
below. 
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Bertie County (Windsor) Northampton County (Jackson) 


Tyrrell County (Columbia) 


“WPA—IT’S STORY” 

“Tf history gives a name to the age in which 
we are living, I hope it will call this the ‘era of 
rebuilding’ ” is the inscription, taken from a 
message delivered by President Roosevelt, 
found on the cover of the September-October 
survey of Works Progress Administration work 


in North Carolina just released by George W. The boy scout house above is part of one of Mt. 
Coan, Jr., state administrator. 


And the booklet, which illustrates the work Airy's WPA projects which has been completed. 


already accomplished in the state, certainly Another integer of the project is the picnic pavilion 
tends to carry out the words of the president below: 

to the letter. In a foreword written by Fred J. 
Cohn, director of information service, there is 
the following explanation: “The primary aim 
o fthe WPA is creation of employment for per- 
sons in distress who are able and willing to 
work. The excellent betterments to our state 
come as a direct result of helping our own peo- 
ple keep their heads above water in this mal- 
strom of unemployment an deconomie insecur- 
ity. Our purpose is altruistic. Yet, in making 
wise investments in the welfare of human be- 
ings, North Carolina, from the shifting sands 
of the Atlantic to the rock-ribbed crags of the 
Blue Ridge mountains, is being enriched with 
notable achievements with which to keep pace 
an dobtain the better things of civilization— 
leading to a more abundant life for the rank 
and file of us, .. .” The remainder of the project resulted in clearing and 


War memorials, community buildings, _air- forestation (according to the standards of the National 
ports, drainage and clearing projects—all have 


a place in this program of rebuilding of the Forest Service) of 450 acres of city owned wooded water 
state and nation through this " government 
agency. We know it has cost money and large 
sums of it, but we, believe. the program of the fil] running across a ravine, which Mt. Airy decided to 
WPA has been worthwhile in that the improve- 
ments it has sponsored have been lasting im- 
provements beneficial to the rank and file of fill was re-worked and spillways were 
our citizenry. Flowers also are in order for Di- Baas 
rector Coan for the splendid work he has been i 
doing. His organization has obtained addi- feet in depth— 
tional funds for projects from municipalities 

where the expenditures would not have been! 

forthcoming had it not been for the WPA to 

supplement the local sums so that the entire 

projece could be undertaken. 


shed. On the property was an abandoned railroad 
utilize to create a small lake. The old 


The water in the lake is nine 


The Evening Telegram, Rocky Mount. 


————— AND 


It will be a merry Christmas, indeed, for many under priviledged 
children when they receive thousands of toys like these made from 
scraps in WPA sewina rooms. 
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The Back 
Cover shows 


the far-famed 


“Dry Lake” at 
Mt. Airy. 


“Haste thee, Nymph, and bring with thee 
Jest, and youthful Jollity, 

Quips and Cranks and wanton Wiles, 
Nods and Becks and wreathed: Smiles, 


. - . : - . . - . : + . 


Sport that wrinkled Care derides, 
And Laughter holding both his sides.” 


— Milton 
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Information Service 


Foreword 


Besides the primary aim of providing work opportuni- 
ties, the WPA has three fundamental objectives. WPA 
preserves and develops our human resources by placing 
workers in the type of employment for which by training 
and experience they are best adapted. WPA looks to- 
wards the rehabilitation of individuals, hence the recon- 
struction of the State, by training workers in skills not 
formerly possessed, so that a greater percentage of our 
citizenry will be better equipped for private employment. 
WPA undertakes projects for operation which sponsors 
select as being most desirable and permanent in value. 

There has evolved from economic necessity and the 
enumerated policies of the WPA, several programs giving 
work relief to seven hundred and fifteen persons, includ- 
ing one hundred and seventy-four NYA. assistants, 
focused on leisure time activities and the vocational 
training of those holding jobs at security wages. 

The WPA Recreation Program is the largest depart- 
ment in this endeavor. Closely allied are the Theatre, 
Art, Music and Writers’ Projects of the Women’s and 
Professional Division. 

Undoubtedly, leisure time could not be spent more 
advantageously by many than by obtaining the instruc- 
tion offered in the several phases of the WPA Education 
Program. The angle of our lens is not wide enough to 


view education together with recreation in one issue of 
this bulletin. 


Recreational illiteracy is as hostile to the welfare of 
our State as educational illiteracy. 

This chapter of North Carolina WPA Its Story shows; 
that by WPA and local sponsors giving work relief to 
hundreds of our citizenry, hundreds of thousands of our 
people are being taught the art of living together and of 
spending leisure time wisely; that by providing jobs to 
other thousands in North Carolina, recreational facilities 
are being created through construction projects. 

Completed WPA gymnasiums, swimming pools, com- 
munity houses, municipal parks, stadiums and the whole 
run of worthwhile projects are monuments marking the 
places where jobs were given to needy unemployed resid- 
ents through which to earn subsistance for themselves 
and families. 

The workers have been enthusiastic about their jobs, 
knowing that they, themselves, their neighbors and their 
posterity would use and enjoy the community improve- 
ments coming into being through their personal labors. 
Likewise, WPA workers have every reason for the 
personal pride they have taken in the projects built by 
them and the WPA in this important period of the 
Nation’s recovery. 
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Fred J. Cohn, 
Director, Information Service 
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Mothers do not have to worry about their children when they attend WPA supervised playgrounds 


Recreation is Necessary tor the 


Well Being o North Carolina 


All persons, white, black, red, yellow, rich, 
poor, strong or disabled, need recreation. It is 
an essential of physical and mental health and 
individual happiness. Everybody strives for 
entertainment and enjoyment, whether it be a 
pickaninny along tobacco road, finding it by 
nursing her homemade rag doll, a man playing 
checkers, or a boy dividing his time between 
baseball and adventure stories. The platitude 
“all work and no play makes Jack a dull boy”’ 
is as true today as ever. 

Until recently, the lack of time for play was 
responsible for that adage. Now, with working 
hours having become shorter, industrialization 
and unbanization causing congested areas, the 
simple facilities for leisure time, such as hunting, 


singing bees and the like having vanished or 
become obsolete, the basis of that wise saying is 
that proper play areas and supervision have not 
been supplied sufficiently to keep apace the 
changing times; even though statistics reveal 
that over five billion dollars is spent annually in — 
the Nation for recreation, millions are dependent 
in the main for their leisure time activities on 
buildings and supervision maintained by com- 
munities. 

The manner in which 237,936 North Caro- 
linians monthly are spending part of their leisure 
time under WPA direction as well as the recrea- 
tion improvements obtained and being built by 
the cities, towns and counties with WPA workers 
and financial assistance are shown in this booklet. 


Reading left to right: Warrenton Community House, Oxford Club House, Selma Community Building, Zebulon Gymnasium 
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The qualities of team play and leader- 


ship are attained only by actual parti- 
cipation in those things which develop : 
them. Nor can one learn how to be a 


good loser or winner by reading. 


By giving work to trained supervisors 
handicraft is taught — nimble fingers 
may learn a hobby, deftness may be 
developed and that creative instinct 
bubbling over or latent in all of us can 
be satisfied. Useful articles are pro- 
duced, such as the tennis nets being 
made in the picture at left, and checker 
boards. toys, wood and soap carvings 


in the lower left picture on this page. 


Knitting Weaving 


WPA recreation projects are operated 


in close cooperation with the officials of 
local communities. Where cities have 
existing recreation departments, the WPA 
effort is co-ordinated with them. It is 
noteworthy that only seven cities in 
North Carolina have permanent pro- 
grams. The WPA is operating in 206 
units or centers. Since the inception of 
these work relief projects, eight com- 
munities have taken definite steps toward 
permanent organizations. One of the 
main objectives of the program is to show 
our local governmental heads the value of 
concerted effort in this branch of 
social welfare. Theories are not just ‘pro- 
mulgated — practical diversified demon- 
strations are in operation providing a 
wide variety of activities interesting to 
all age groups, both sexes, indoor and 


outdoor, all four seasons of the year. 


* 


Almost every type of simple amuse- 


ment equipment is used in indoor units. 


Shelby and Kernersville Community Houses 


None is more popular with young and 


old, in game rooms than checkers 


Below: While at times nothing will 
take the place of a good book to read. 
Book mending projects under the 
Women’s and Professional Division have 


put back into circulation over one-half 


million discarded books, and trucks of 


the State Library Commission, operated 
in many counties by WPA workers of the 
Women’s and Professional Division dis- 
tribute books and magazines to sections 


not favored with library service: below: 


FREE BOOK SERVI 
NORTH CAROLIN: 
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As communities and schools adopt recreation activities, 
they will find many capable recreational leaders trained by 
the WPA, by practical work and study. The NCWPA con- : 
tinually holds in-service training in institutes and con- 
ferences presided over by expert leaders. Also, bulletins, 
letters and pamphlets treating the subject are distributed. | 
In those ways recreational leaders are trained and _ profes- 


sional standards are maintained and raised. 
" 
Shown above a Group of WPA : 


Recreation Leaders and Assist- | 
C ay Re : 
. 


ants in a Study Conference 


Garden planting, the tedious work 
of which 1s amply repaid when 
flowers begin to bloom 


Orchestras, trained by WPA Baseball 
supervisors 


Story hours. The children shown 
at left were listening to a 
WPA narrator 
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Volley ball 


Marble Golf, one of the many bits 
of recreation equipment constructed 
by WPA workers atvery little cost 


Singing bees 


Ping Pong 
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Negroes, also at Play With The WPA 


Pictured above are two buildings erected by 
the WPA on the campus of the Johnston County 
Training School for Negroes at Smithfield as 
a health and recreation center. 

At left is the building known as “Opportunity 
Hall’’, designed for training in domestic science, 
wooderate, domestic service, homemaking, 
needlecraft and arts peculiarly adapted to the 
race. The gymnasium and recreational build- 
ing is shown at right. This endeavor will 
furnish quarters for the activities of twenty- 


eight hundred negro students and about the 
same number of adults. Other items of the pro- 
ject nearing completion include the grading and 
laying of walkways, improvement of grounds 
and the direction of playground activities under 
the Recreation Division of the WPA. 

Colored residents of North Carolina share 
in WPA recreational activities as is evidenc- 
ed by the fact that the monthly activity 
attendance at WPA supervised units for 
negroes is 79,491. 


Boxing among the little fellows is very 
popular, since one of their race has ai- 
tained pugilistic fame. 


Though singing tops all negro activities, 
as their inherent desire for song must 
have outlets. 


4 


GW PA 


ie: 


ai 


Belying a Mild Slander 


The unique success of the art school maintained by the WPA in Winston-Salem belies the 
mild slander that our people do not take to things artistic, cultural. They 
do when and if the opportunity is given them to train themselves in the 
production of the works of art and handicraft. 


The Art Center now has 420 pupils enrolled and interest has grown 
steadily during the past few months. And, according to Miss Banks, 
the director, some of the work turned out by the pupils is very 
‘creditable. 


At first severely ridiculed as a ‘‘boondoggling’’ project, the 
art program had long since been recognized as one of the most 
valuable advanced by the New Deal, since it reaches into com- 
munities throughout the country and provides an opportunity 
for youth to express itself in creative work of the type many 
young men and women are inclined by nature to follow. It 
also adds to the creative art of the divers communities and 


fosters an appreciation of art among the people generally. 
—Winston-Salem Journal 


The activity attendance at galleries, schools and lec- 
tures maintained by the WPA Federal Art Project was 


137,700 last year. 
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One of the points of interest noted in 
the tours described in the North Caro- 
lina Guide is the Fort Raleigh restora- 
tion on Roanoke Island, which was the 
first white settlement in America and 
which was the birthplace of the first 
white child in this country. 

The house, built of juniper logs, with 
a thatched reed roof (left) is one of the 
buildings restored under a_ former 
Federal program and the WPA. 

This summer there will be a large 
pagent at Fort Raleigh commemoret- 
ing its 350th anniversary. 


lours Are Mapped by WPA 


Late this year or early in 1938 North Carolina will see the North 
Carolina State Guide. It will be the major result of more than a 
year’s work by the WPA Federal Writers’ Project and one of the 
WPA’s contributions to worthy use of leisure. 

The book will include a chapter which will equip North Caro- 
linians and sight-seeing visitors with cogent descriptions and accu- 
rate measured directions to the State’s points of interest. 

As a complete historic and scenic geography it will provide the 
stay-at-home with an intelligent picture of the cultural and indus- 
trial aspects of cities and villages, and a scenic and historic view of 
every accessible place of interest. in the State. 

The data compiled in a system of tours which follow principal 
highways. On these tours are scenic descriptions and brief accounts 
of buildings of architectural or historic interest, sites of important 
events such as battles, signing of documents, births of the State’s 
great, and scenes Of interesting old legends and. anecdotes, all told 
with whatever history and legend is needed to bring appreciation of 
the places. 

Along with mile-by-mile directions, at each point of interest 
mileage is given from the tour’s beginning, which often is the State 
line. When the traveler may wish to walk into woods to view an 
abandoned gold shaft or an historic forgotten grave, directions are 
so comprehensive as to give mileage in tenths, and distances in 
yards and feet. 


By building a road to the top of 
Negro Mountain (right), the WPA has 
made available one of the finest scenic 
lookouts in the eastern part of the 
United States. This, too, is noted in 
the tours. 


Photography is taught as a hobby by a 
relief worker on a recreation project. 


Every foot of 35 State and National highways including the 
Interstate Waterway and the Appalachian Trail has been studied 
for interesting places to visit. Nothing worthy of note is overlooked. 

The community character—dress, customs, speech, and the like— 
are described to bring out the full color of the country. The fisher- 
men on the Hyde County ‘‘banks’’, the Croatan Indians of Pem- 
broke, the mountain people of the Blue Ridge—all are given a part. 

Thumbnail sketches of North Carolina’s famous and infamous are 
attached to directions to, and descriptions of points made interesting 
by them. 

Smaller towns are presented as part of the highway tours— 
briefly with history and other information about the town, besides 
a thorough list of the town’s points of interest, each with history 
and description. Larger cities such as Charlotte, Winston-Salem, 
Raleigh, and the more interesting smaller towns are given separate 
writeups. 

In addition to this prodigious amount of material, the guide in- 
cludes every item which might facilitate the traveler—usual con- 
dition of certain roads which the tours follow; schedules and fees 
of toll ferries; prices and open hours of museums and other places 
of interest: and the like. 

The book which is literally an encyclopedia of travel, is now in 
the finishing stages of composition and correction by expert his- 
torians, architects, and writers. 
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Above is the Little Symphony Orchestra of 
the WPA Federal Music Project, which has 
its headquarters at Greensboro. 


Other activities of the Music Project in- 
clude choral groups and individual band 
direction. Last year the units gave sixty- 
eight performances in North Carolina, with 
a total attendance of 52,608. 


Believe it or not, In the United 
States more persons attended WPA 
shows and listened to WPA music 
(movies excluded) than all other 


concerts and performances com- 


bined. (Last Year) 


That Makes Sense 


Howard Bailey, State director of 
the WPA Federal Theater Project 
for North Oarodlina, here last week to 
look over the Charlotte project — a 
children’s theater — talked sense 
with reference to the theater. 

He has a notion that the principal 
purpose of the theater project in 
North Carolina is to teach young and 
old people to enjoy the theater, and 
to instill in them some ideas as to 
diction, grace, and the like. In his 
words: “If a man is a butcher, stand- 
ing behind a counter cutting and 
selling meat, he can sell more meat 
and sell it better if he has poise.” 

That is the text of the sermon 
Frederick H. Koch has been preach- 
ing in North Carolina for a score of 
years. Bailey is one of his students. 
And North Carolina, it seems to us, 
is fortunate to have a Federal Thea- 
ter project different from that in any 
of the other states of the union — a 
non-professional activity operated 
primarily for purposes of culture. It 
may be difficult to explain why this 
is up to Uncle Sam, but as long as 
there must be an FTP, let the job 


holders run it sensibly. — charlotte News 
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All pictures on this page are of ‘“‘Camp 
center, which is located approximately te 
been and will be mostly for working girl 
the caretaker’s house (top left), the thi 
building (top center), the dining hall (t 


(middle left), an infirmary, an athleti 
water pump house, clearing underbr 
ways and paths over appromtaatil 

The two and one-half acre lak 
WPA building a stone dam. On 


with eight showers. 
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Hastings’, the Forsyth County recreation 
‘les north of Winston-Salem. Its use has 
Forsyth County. The work has included 
-room administration and assembly hall 
ight), thirteen two-room sleeping cabins 

ld (middle right); also, eight toilets, a 


beautifying and making earth drive- 


yy acres of land. 
ottom picture) was created by the 


. shore of the lake is a bath house 


¥ 


- +s Above, two scenes: WPA workers improving 
Above, left (standing), the State Administrator, the BONE Gon gaelee CHEB ADEE 
Mr. George W. Coan, Jr., is making a talk at the 


dedication of the golf course at Farmville. 


The WPA has built nine and improved four 
municipal golf courses. 


At right and below, scenes from the golf course 


at Lexington, where the WPA, in cooperation with 


that city, also constructed the club house shown. 


Among the three hundred and four tennis 
courts constructed by the WPA in this State are 
the ones at Southport (shown in the circle) and 


those at High Point (shown below). 
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Gymnasium built of native 
stone at Old Fort 


Combination gymnasium-community house at Weeksville 


At Fuquay Springs 


At Newport 


The buildings shown on this page are a few 
of the nineteen gymnasiums built by the WPA 
and local government units. Physical educa- 
tion, including competitive games, is one of 
the main features of the recreation program. 


At Elkin 


oa = at 
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Above—Battle Ground Park 
at Greensboro 


Below—Club House at High Point 


A bove—Excavating atheletic field at High Point 


Beliroamrewiilel club bause The WPA has built nineteen community | 


Below—Community building : 


buildings in North Carolina at Elizabeth City 


Proves 


Woman’s Club building i 
at Wilkesboro 
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Rocky Mount 
Community House 


Community building 
at Lynn's Cross Roads 


Below—Gibson community 
building 


Community Halls 


The women and members of the Masonic 
Lodge have raised the funds to give Holly 
Springs a Community Hall. Thus is 
another rural neighborhood provided with 
a center for its activities and a focus for its 
affairs, and thus is another instrument pro- 
vided for breaking down the barriers arising 
from isolation. 


The community halls springing up in 
numerous counties are meeting a genuine 
need. New England has had since its 
earliest days its town meetings that have 
maintained the basis for that democratic 
spirit most characteristic of American life. 
The town meeting arose spontaneously as a 
means of local self-government because 


es, ib Aba bath house at WPA’s most comprehensive municipal park, New Englanders have always tended to 
: ie d ot a anne - pan gather into villages. The South, with the 

sort towns in North Carolina. : ‘ : 
The WPA has constructed eight miles of boardwatks at seashore reso 0. plantation at Eun Wasa lofiits bway. of: life 


A section of those at Carolina Beach is shown below 


rarely developed such villages. The planta- 
tions had their own centers. But when the 
plantations were broken up, there were no 
more centers except such as arose at cross- 
roads. But the cross-roads were primarily 
commercial centers and only accidentally 
social ones. The new community halls put 
social needs first, and that is why they are 
likely to endure. 


—News and Observer 
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Below, the 16,000 seat 
horseshoe at Charlotte. 


Above and tto the left, 
Fayetteville High School ath- 
letic field and stands. 


The WPA has erected four stadiums of concrete and has commenced 
work. on the fifth one. 


Left, Stedman athletic field. 


Many of Winston-Salem’s needy unemployed are 
being given work in the construction of a municipal 
stadium which will be constructed in two sections, 
both of concrete, one on each side of the field, with 
a combined seating capacity of 8,000. The con- 
struction will be planned so that the stadium may 
be converted into a horseshoe. Included in the 
project is a running track, football field, field house 
and appurtenances, the necessary drainage, sanitary 
sewers, excavation, under drainage system, fences 


and landscaping. Below is a scene showing the ‘i 
commencement of the project. | 


The scene below is when work first commenced | 
on an athletic field at North Carolina State College 
of Agriculture and Engineering at Raliegh. 
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At left, one end of the con- 
crete skating rink built on 
school grounds at Tarboro. 


Below is a section of the 
Rocky Mount ball park, where 
the WPA repaired 450 feet and 
erected 150 feet of fence, 80 
feet new grandstand, two sets 
movable bleachers, a new field 
house and graded a cinder 
track. 


Below, concrete stadium He C 

at Wilmington fair ground. ' 
A section of Hanes Park 

Che development at Winston- 
Salem. 


Left and right below are Raeford athletic field and 
concrete stadium at Waynesville. 


Among the thirty-seven school athletic fields constructed by the WPA in this State is the one at 


Bladenboro, shown in the strip across the bottom of the page. 


Above is the completed swimming pool unit of the $125,000.00 recreation park 
for negroes at Raleigh. Also embraced in the undertaking are: a baseball field, 
tennis courts, playgrounds and a soft ball court. 


A swimming pool and park for Above, WPA workers constructing 
negroes is under construction at High the bath house unit of the park for 
Point negroes at Durham. 


Swimming pool and bath house 


for negroes at Winston-Salem. 


Above, the swimming pool at Nocho Park for negroes, Greensboro is 
progressing rapidly, and the community building shown in the right i 
of the cut has been completed. 


The WPA is constructing or has completed eleven swim- 
ming pools in the State and one hundred and thirty-one parks 
and playgrounds. 


WPA workers in the deep end of the swimming 
pool being built with a bath house and a com- 
prehensive recreation park for white people at 
Durham. 

Below and at right shows the construction of 
the swimming pool and bath house at Sylva. 
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Above is a WPaA-created lake at Salisbury. This forms the nucleus for a general recreation center and drill ground for the National Guard 
unit at Salisbury, for which an armory 1s being constructed, as shown above. The structure also will serve for community functions. As 
will all of the 23 armories being built by the NCWPA. 


Above is shown the flood wall built on 
Bryson Island in Swain County, making the 
island a most desirable place for the creation 
of a park, which is being done by the WPA. 


In the strip are the lake and buildings at the Mt. 
Airy recreation center (first three pictures). Next 
is the dam built at Hamlet,which created a lake on 
the shores of which is being built a recreation park. 


At right is a section of the two hundred foot pier, 
which has been constructed by the WPA at the 
popular summer resort, Lake Waccamaw. 


ermen take advantage 


the WPA at Atlantic. Not only do commercial fish 
el bass, blue fish, 


Below, a section of the harbor which was depened, and developed by 
arkation for pleasure fishermen going after chann 


of this facility, but it is now one of the most popular points of emb 


mackerel and the other fine fish which are caught off the North Carolina coast. 
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Below, WPA workers are constructing a field 
house at the end of the stadium at North Caro- 
lina State College of Agriculture and Engineer- 
ing. The concrete stadium, with a seating 
capacity of eleven thousand, was built by a 
prior Federal work program. 


Above, a section of the grade for the race track being made at 
Wilmington’s and New Hanover County’s fairground project. 
The completed concrete stadium is shown on page 19. 


Above, by Clarkton and the WPA 
giving work opportunities to the needy 
unemployed of that section, an audi- 
torium is under construction, and tne 
interior is being finished. 


The two bottom PUTT Tr SIRT man pare gt ' 
pictures show an agricultural 
building assembly hall and the 
agricultural building at Shelby. 
The thirty-six agricultural buildings 
erected by WPA will serve as 
centers for community 
activities. 


Below, the Boy Scout hut at Concord. 
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See left—For the blind, leisure time 1s made 
tolerable and profitable by the WPA 


Below—At Mt. Airy, the boy band group which 
is under WPA direction 


WPA Recreation 


There is one program of the Works Progress Administration 
that should receive the continued and increased support of officials. 
That is the recreational projects, particularly those which provide 
play and instruction for the boys and girls of the city, especially 
during vacation time. 


We took a trip recently to various of the playground centers in 
the city, both white and colored, and were amazed. In the various 
schools, hard at work and seemingly enjoying themselves, were boys 
and girls engaged in wholesome recreation in the form of games and 
other amusement, and in other divisions of the program we found 
boys and girls engaged in receiving practical instruction in various 
forms, including sewing, knitting, wood working, and many other 
interesting and valuable work. 


Had those boys and girls not been engaged in this practice they 
most certainly would have been congregated together on the streets, 
endangering their own lives and perhaps engaging in practices that 
would have formed their lives and characters into unwholesome lines. 


At left is a one-man WPA Federal Music 
Project. He has organized and conducts 
a band at Goldsboro 

The WPA, co-operating with the city recreation department, is 
doing a good work. There is every reason to support this program 
and we hope that officials will enter into the spirit of the program and 
do everything in their power to assist and further the work that is 
now being done. 


‘‘All work undertaken in 
the recreation field makes 
a permanent contribution to. 
better living conditions and 
increased opportunities for 
more abundant living. This 
investment in recreational 
leadership pays for ttself 
in the positive values cre- 
ated for society and in the 
reduction which can be ultt- 
mately expected in tax costs 
for delinquency, ill health 
and accidents.” 


—Twin City Sentinel 


One of the most pleasing results which has arisen from 
the fact that the WPA in North Carolina has built or 
repaired approximately twenty-seven hun dred miles of farm- 
to-market roads is the fact that one District Director report- 
ed that in his district during the past winter there was not 
a single child who missed a day of school due to bad road 
conditions. Lifting farm families out of the mud also has 
meant that in bad weather many rural residents can attend 
community centers and recreational activities. 


Typical WPA farm-to-market road, below 
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“The problems that confront us 
must be solved in the end by the 
people themselves. In this great 
effort, free use of the English lan- 
guage in reading and writing is a 
desirable end for all to attain 

“The development of our human 
resources is, | think, one of the most 
important tasks before us.” 

Franklin D. Roosevelt 


a. Wb) Coast, hs STATE ADMINISTRATOR, 
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State Director, WPA Education Program WPA Women’s and Professional Projects 


L. R. Alderman 
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Hon. Clyde R. Hoey 
Governor of the State of North Carolina 
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State Superintendent, Public Instruction 
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North Carolina WPA Education Program 


Dramatized Exhibit: Adult Education in Action 


9:00-10:30 


—10:30-10:45 


10:45-11:15 


11:15-12:30 


12:30- 1:30 


I's 1:30- 2:30 
 2:30- 3:30 


~ 3:30-10:00 
_ *Exhibits at Memorial Auditorium, Shaw University, and 


Theme: Changed Lives 
Memorial Auditorium, Raleigh, N. C. 
May 21, 1937 


Registration and Exhibits* 
Music 
_ MORNING PROGRAM 
Mrs. Elizabeth C. Morriss, Presiding 


bh 


Song—"America The Beautifu 

Invocation—Rev. John A. Wright, Rector Christ Church, 
Raleigh, N. C. 

Twenty-third Psalm—Adult Student 

Welcome—Mr. Clyde A. Erwin, State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction 


CHANGES IN INDIVIDUAL LIVES THROUGH THE 
WPA EDUCATION PROGRAM 


Six Adult Students 

Mrs. Gertrude Dills McKee, State Senator 

Captain B. L. Smith, Vice President of the North Caro- 
lina Education Association 

Dr. L. R. Alderman, Federal Director Education Division, 
WPA 

Song—Negro Students 


CONSERVING HUMAN RESOURCES IN NORTH CAR- 
OLINA THROUGH THE WPA EDUCATION 
PROGRAM 


Broadcast (WPTF) 


Song—"Carolina” (First stanza and chorus) 
WPA Education Program in North Carolina by 
George W. Coan, Jr., State WPA Administrator 
Adult Education in Action by the Honorable Clyde 
R. Hoey, Governor of North Carolina 
Song—"Higher Ground” (First stanza and chorus) 
Developing Homes—Mrs. May E. Campbell, Director. 
Women’s and Professional Projects of NCWPA 
A Surprise—Adult Students 
Announcements—Mrs. J. M. Day, Field Represent- 
ative NCWPA Education Program 
Song—’‘America The Beautiful” (Last stanza) 
Benediction—Rev. |. Stuart McElroy, District Sec- 
retary American Bible Society — 


‘Lunch 


Seeing Raleigh—Motorcade to points of interest led by 
Mayor George Iseley of Raleigh and other city and 
county officials with police escort. Complimentary 
copies of The News and Observer and The Raleigh Times 
will be given to each adult student in the motorcade. 


Exhibits 


Calvary Baptist Church 


WORK 


PROGRAM 


CLYDE A.ERWIN 


WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION 
RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA 


May 12, 1937 


Mra. Elizabeth C. Morriss, State Director 
WPA Adult Education Division 

Masonic Building 

Raleigh, North Caroline 


Dear Mrs. Morriss: 


As Administrator of the Works Progress Administretion in North 
Carolina, I am particularly proud of the fine things that have 
been done by the workers in the Adult Education Division, and 
that you are celebrating in your Dramatized Exhibit. I share 
in your feeling of achievement. You have grasped your oppor~ 
tunity for service during the past year with enthusiasm, and 
you have met a challenge which st times may have seemed hope= 
less - the challenge to wipe out the ignorance which exists anong 
those of our people who in their youth lacked the opportunity 
for education thet we have come to recognize as the right of 
every citizen. 


When the President with the help of his aides in Washington first 
conceived our great program, he said that its broad purpose was 
to be the conserving of human resources. That is the goal which 
Adult Education can best attain and should always be regarded as 
the major objective of your program. 


Although the Adult Education Division ef WPA has accomplished much, 
I know you realize the task is so important that the work which 
has been done should be regarded as the foundation for the build- 
ing of e permanent and worthwhile Adult Education Program in 

North Carolina, 


With all good wishes for the continued success of your Program, 


I an 


Since, yours, 


Administrator 


GiCjr = 


State of North Carslina 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Raleigh 


May 13, 1937 


Mrs.. Elizabeth C. Morriss 
State Director WPA Education Program 
Raleigh, North Carolina 


Dear Mra. Morriss: 


Will you extend to the Adult Education students my 
congratulations upon the splendid achievements of the past year, 
and my best wishes for a constantly expending program in the 
future. 


This program is very close to my haart and I rejoice 
with all your group in the New Adult Education law in North 
Carolina. I believe the WPA Education Program is a pioneering 
movement which is lsying the foundation for a new permanent program. 
I shall be glad at all times to lend my support and cooperation not 
only to the preservation of the fine services now being reniered 
but to an extension of those services on a borader plane. 


With best wishes, I am 


Very truly yours, 


‘ 
b 
de A, Erwin 
State Superintendent Public Instruction 


CONSERVING HUMAN RESOURCES IN NORTH CAROLINA 
THROUGH WPA EDUCATION PROGRAM 


The WPA Education Program of the State 
Department of Public Instruction was incor- 
porated as a phase of the W/PA Work Pro- 
gram. Thereby, work opportunities have 
been given to 1,333 North Carolinians to 
earn subsistence for themselves and those 
within their family circles. In accordance 
with W/PA policies, the work is of the types 
which by training and experience our citi- 
zens, assigned to such projects, are best 
adapted. 

Work within the realm of the W/PA Edu- 
cation Program has been useful and bene- 
ficial—Education for those of any age, 
seeking it, must have a definite place in our 
democracy. 

During these past trying years our people 
in need have asked sustenance for bodily 
needs and they have also asked for more 
knowledge. The WPA Education Program 


Parent Education Group 


has supplied both. The workers of this di- 


vision have not erected buildings but they 


have built richer lives, better citizens and 
developed much of the State’s human re- 
sources. 

With the recovery of private industry, the | 
number of persons working in the State on 
WPA Education Program projects has been — 
reduced to 677, including supervisory em- 
ployees. 


Now, they are teaching 26,481 people — 


in this State in the seven phases of the 
program. 


On this page are shown a few of the 8,032 
students enrolled in the Literacy and Parent 
Education classes, which are the main parts. 
of the Adult Education department where 
the fundamentals of learning are taught. 


. Lion 
Negro Literacy Teacher and Stude 


Literacy Class 


a 


nade in classes. Pupils are also taught 


ation, h 


ygiene, budgeting, purchase and prep- 


; which are necessary to stretch low in- 


ld ER 


e a house a home. 
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COOPERATION 


Local Officials, schools, churches, civic 
anizations and individuals have co- 
rated with the \W/PA and the Sponsoring 
Agency of the Education Program, the State 
Department of Public Instruction, by do- 
ting free rent, lights, water and heat, as 
{as provisions for Nursery School lunches. 
‘The State Health Department has co- 
erated closely in providing free medical 
ninations to students. The WPA Edu- 
n Program is going a long way In help- 
the State in its fight against ill health 
lisease by banishing the fear in thou- 
s of its students of seeking and follow- 
medical advice. 
Our heads of State and local government 
nits are having the trail blazed for a 


Ae 


yermanent education program, which, be- 


Typing 


, teaching 4,086. The furnishings | 


Domestic Service 


sides changing the lives of individuals, 
makes the following chief contributions to 
our social welfare: 

1. The discovery and removal of handi- 
caps of citizens. 

2. The discovery, development and use 
of individual talents. 

3. The development of participation in 
community activities. 

4 The stimulation of continuing learn- 


ing. 


VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 


A literate person can find private em- 
ployment more readily than one who can 
not read and write. Not content with that 
aid to individual rehabilitation, twenty-one 
teachers are conducting several kinds of vo- 
cational education classes with 1,032 stu- 
dents. Three of these are displayed across 
the bottom of the page. 


Trades for the Blind 
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for earning their livelihoods have been giv 
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by the WPA, are shown (at left) in an in 


service conference. 


ACTIVITIES OF WPA EMPLOYED 
TEACHERS ARE DIVERSIFIED 


Other major fields of the program bettering the lives of 12,558 enrollees are: Leisure 
time activities which supplement the W/PA Recreation program in places. not reached be 
it. Nursery schools, caring for tots, between the ages of 2 and 5, from underprivileged — 
families, training the twig in a wholesome direction; and other general adult education. — 
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A glimpse of many of the different forms of instruction are shown in the following — 
pictures: | 


WPA Employees in a literacy class held dur- 
ing lunch -hour in a discarded school bus. 


Public affairs discussion group. Teaching by moving pictures. 
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WPA-Jackson County traveling library. 


glish and Americanization taught to for- 


mn born men and women. 
‘Pea Home Nursing 


eville, 1936 Commencement—3,000 liter- 
certificates awarded. 
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Nationally Adopted Adult Education Song 
HIGHER GROUND 
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1. I’m press-ing on the up-ward way, New heights I’m gaining ev-’ry day; 
2. My heart hasno de-sire to stay Where doubts a-rise and fears dis-may; 
3. 1 want to live a-bove the world, Tho’ Sa-tan’s darts at me are hurled; 
4. 1 want to scale the ut-most height, And catch a gleam of glo - ry bright; 
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Still pray-ing as I  on-ward bound, “Lord, plant my feet on high-er ground.” 
Tho’ some may dwell where these abound, My prayer, my aim, is high-er ground. 
For faith has caught the joy - ful sound, The song of saints on high-er ground. 
But still 1’) pray till heav’n I’ve found,“Lord, lead me on to high-er ground.” 
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Blockhouse at Fort Raleigh Restorat 
(see page 
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Employment 
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Deputy Administrator 


Information Service 


FROM THE STATE ADMINISTRATOR 


The publication issued by the NC-WPA called “Its Story” 
(first on a bi-monthly and now on a quarterly basis) is for 
the purpose of presenting the facts in connection with the 
record of the WPA in North Carolina. It has been our policy, 
since the inception of WPA in July 1935, to fully acquaint the 
public with the aims, objectives and accomplishments of the 
WPA Program. 


The purpose of the whole WPA Program in the State and 
Nation has been to provide socially useful work for those un- 
employed who needed jobs, and when the WPA Program was 
established about two years ago, or in July 1935, over 1,500 
projects were undertaken in the 100 counties of the State 
to give employment to a monthly average of approximately 
30,000 unemployed men and women (WPA peak employment 
coming in the winter months of 1935-36, when over 45,000 
workers were assigned to WPA projects). To finance this 
gigantic employment program for the past two years, the 
Federal Government has allotted to the WPA Program in 
North Carolina, more than 24 million dollars, which has been 
supplemented by approximately 4 million dollars sponsors’ con- 
tributions, the latter having come directly out of local and 
State tax monies. 


Glancing backward, it is gratifying to note the increased 
interest that the sponsoring local government units have taken 
in the prosecution of worthwhile WPA projects and of their 
growing realization that in the schools, auditoriums, airports, 
armories, agricultural buildings, sewer and water systems, 
athletic fields, farm-to-market roads, community sanitation 
programs, sewing rooms, gardening and canning projects — to 
mention a few items of the vast program — that tangible 
assets of very great value have been created. That the 
sponsoring bodies have realized the value of the various proj- 
ects in filling long-felt community needs is reflected in the 
marked increase in sponsor funds offered to supplement WPA 
Federal allotments. 


In hundreds of instances during recent years; the local 


governing bodies were not able to create the needed improve- 
ments and extensions of public facilities. While WPA proj- 
ects are filling long-felt needs and providing much needed 
improvements and extensions of public facilities, they are at 
the same time meeting the relief need, since nearly 97 per 
cent of the persons employed on projects of WPA have been 
certified as eligible for relief. Thus, while building tangible 
assets and providing services of incalculable value to the 
various communities, the NC-WPA Program has provided use- 
ful employment to its most needy citizens and thereby helped 
to conserve the human assets of our citizenship — which 
values could not be measured. 


Thus is seen the philosophy of the Works Progress Adminis- 
tration. The WPA Program in North Carolina, involving an 


expenditure of more than 28 million dollars (Federal and — 


Sponsors’ funds) since July 1935, and employing an average 
of over 30,000 people on useful projects and often projects 
absolutely essential to the community welfare and develop- 
ment, could not have been prosecuted with such enthusiasm 
as has been evident in all quarters of the State but for the 
all-around service it renders, and the whole-hearted coopera- 
tion of State and local government officials. 


In expressing our gratitude to these local government 
officials, we desire to likewise thank the newspapers of North 
Carolina for the very generous space and radio stations for 
the time which they have cheerfully given to the WPA Pro- 
gram during the past two years; and finally, we wish to sin- 
cerely thank the project workers themselves, whose loyal 
services and pride in their work have been a major contribu- 
tion to the success of the WPA in North Carolina. 


GEO. W. COAN, JR. 
State Administrator 


| 
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\W/PA-built Armory at Durham 


WORK 


TWENTY-ONE ARMORIES in North Carolina — They are be- 
cause of ONE thing-—same reason for all \/PA projects — 
needy unemployed citizens — cities and counties cooperated 


Included here: with W/PA — Work given on armory projects — honest labor 


A few school buildings...................5. performed — 21 cities enriched — important factors in National 
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The armories shown on this and 


Dedication Winston-Salem pool ............ 20 next four pages are typical of all: 
Education program, dramatized exhibit...... 1/ 
ESN ale \W/PA-Salisbury Armory 
SON TCGUEAG Wiikey leis olde dee lesa 2| ‘ 
Fort Raleigh restoration and celebration..... 12 a 
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War Memorial at State College............. 


Women’s and professional projects.......... 


Hon. Clyde R. Hoey 


Governor of 
North Carolina 


Gen. J. Van B. Metts” 
The Adjutant General 
of North Carolina 
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The armory at Raeford has progressed far since the above 
photograph was taken months ago, showing Hoke 
County’s needy unemployed taking advantage 
work opportunities. 


\X/PA and Henderson built this one. 


W/aynesville’s Armory is nearly finished. 
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Raleigh’s WPA workers have 
completed their armory job. 


me 
er 


_ The officials of Wilson 
selected the construction 
of the armory (right) as 
one of its W/PA projects. 


WPA Projects Promoting Public Health 
Benefited North Carolina Greatly 


“DR. CARL V. REYNOLDS 


— State Health Officer 


Among the six sewage disposal 
plants completed by the WPA are 
the ones at Mocksville (above) and 
Kernersville (below). 


A letter from the North Carolina State Board of Health 


June 9, 1937. 
Mr. George W. Coan, Jr., } 
State WPA Administrator, i 
Raleigh, N. C. f 


Dear Mr. Coan: 


You have been confronted by many trying problems, and it has been necessary for 
you to arrive at many difficult decisions in the determination of values in connection 
with WPA projects. 

As State Health Officer for North Carolina, it is my desire at this time to appraise, 
in a very concise statement, the value of these projects as they affect the health of 
our people. While it is true that the benefits arising out of many of the sanitary 
measures you have undertaken to promote are intangible, at best, due to the inability 
of many of our people to visualize these benefits, yet there are certain outstanding 
facts that speak for themselves and give evidence of those benefits which are not 
always evident in concrete. form. 

Hence, the assertion that there are enough visible examples of the worth of WPA proj- 
ects to warrant endorsement of the entire plan of sanitary endeavor as beneficial to the 
public health of North Carolina. ( 

In this group may be mentioned your drainage projects, on which WPA funds 
to the amount of $804,399.35 were expended during the period from November 16, 1935, 
to February 15, 1937. This malaria control program, which already has given unmis- 
takable evidence of its immense help in combating one of the most stubborn diseases, 
is of vast importance to the thousands of people who live in the areas where these 
projects have been under way. I might say, in this connection, that the expenditure of 
these WPA funds has benefited not only those immediately concerned, but has laid 
the groundwork for promoting health among generations yet unborn, due to the fact 
that malaria’s elimination now means freedom from its dire consequences, or sequelae, 
which project far into the future. 

Stated in definite figures, the funds provided by the WPA have made it possible to 
dig 4,867,458 feet of malaria control ditches. This represents 922 miles; and these 
ditches have drained off approximately 12,416 acres of malaria-breeding area. 

In spite of a general increase in malaria, this work has definitely reduced its in- 
cidence in the territory in which these drainage projects have been put into effect, as_ 
proved by actual blood counts made among citizens of the areas affected. This fur- 
nishes a clear-cut argument in favor of the benefits that have accrued from the 
wisdom displayed in making these expenditures. 

I have in mind another very definite example of WPA accomplishments in behalf 
of public health. In this connection, I refer to a matter, the significance of which is 
emphasized when one recalls conditions that existed a few years ago, namely the 
construction of 43,807 sanitary privies between November 16, 1935, and May 29, 1937. 
One has but to consider the direct connection between the old insanitary privy and 
the prevalence of typhoid fever to appreciate the advantages that, undoubtedly, will 
continue to accrue from this particular expenditure in behalf of public health in 
North Carolina. i 

Think for a moment just what advancement in sanitation has meant to our people. 
When the Rockefeller Foundation hookworm survey was made, from 1910 to 1914, 
the positive specimens totaled 41.8 per cent. In 1935-1936, when a recheck was made, 
this had been reduced to 13.8 per cent. Intestinal diseases dropped from 61.7 per 
cent, in 1920, to 24.9 per cent, in 1935, while the number of deaths from typhoid fever, 
of which the insanitary privy is one of the leading direct causes, decreased from 320, 
in 1920, to 81, in 1935. Just consider that. This fact within itself is enough to com- 
mend the expenditure of WPA funds for sanitary privies. 

In addition to the erection of such privies, WPA funds have been wisely spent in 
North Carolina in the construction of 22 waterworks plants, 6 sewage disposal plants, 
and 184 miles of sewers, drains and water mains. Assistance has been given in a 
number of sanitary camps, while WPA labor was used in the construction of the fol- 
lowing: The Wake County Tuberculosis Sanatorium, the Forsyth County Tuberculosis 
Barracks, the addition to the Winston-Salem Hospital, 19 Burr Cottages, and repairs to 
sanatoria and hospitals all over the State. 

Public health nursing has been provided for those in need: of WPA assistance, and 
those employed in sewing room and other “white collar’ work are given medical 
examinations, including the Wassermann test. Health and sanitation are taught in- 
the various sewing rooms, and through the WPA’s educational program in general. 

In conclusion, I desire to express to you, Mr. Coan, as director of the WPA work 
in North Carolina, my sincere appreciation of your coéperation in promoting public 
health in this State, and to assure you that, through the expenditure of WPA funds, an 
outstanding contribution has been made to a very vital and worthy object. Our people 
should and, I believe, will always remember the excellent service that has been ren- j 
dered in the fight against disease and for the promotion of the health and happiness 
of our citizens, 


With best wishes always, I am, 
Yours sincerely, 


CARL VY. REYNOLDS, 
State Health Officer. — 
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(Left) Part of the 922 miles of malaria control dredg- 
ing is this sector of Muddy Creek as seen from the air. 


PA 


Among the 43,307 sanitary privies built by the \\/PA is the one 
“All work projects shall be conducted in accord- above left. It replaced the “old timer” (right), which ne 
ance with safe working conditions and every effort used by school children. NYA youths, assigned to \W/PA proj- 
shall be made for the prevention of accidents.” ects, made this one. 


—President Roosevelt. 


One of the many safety devices 


of the NCWPA is the shoring 


(below). Incidentally, you see a 
_ That accident frequency can be controlled by careful AE OO ERE een 
practices is proven by a recent report of E. G. Padgett, 
safety consultant of the WPA Safety Division. This 
_ accounting reveals that 54,674,821 man hours were 
worked between August 1935, and April 1937, with only 
896 persons suffering loss of time from injury. This 
gives North Carolina an accidency frequency of 15.3 
__ {based on 1,000,000 man hours), one of the lowest in 
the entire country. 


dug by WPA workers in this state. 
Sewers, drains and water mains 


were placed in the holes before 


they were covered up. 


soem 


‘i All WPA projects are inspected at least once each 
month by a safety representative, and devices such as 
respirators, goggles, etc., are furnished to workers en- 
gaged in dangerous tasks. Buildings occupied by the 
several branches of the woman's division also receive 
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ely fire and safety inspections. Trucks and drivers We DAU AU Rt x eC 
cre subjected to examination each sixty days, and where wear goggles, if the job is 
vehicles do not meet tHe rigid requirements of WPA, hazardous to eyes. A 

broken glass -- an eye 


they are replaced by approved equipment. saved. 


_ First-aid men, assigned to all major construction proj- 
ects, have been trained carefully for their duties, and 
| are supplied with well-equipped kits. Many of the 

_ larger sewing rooms have established first-aid depart- 


| ments, presided over, in most instances, by graduate 
| nurses. 


Star 
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Building at Orthopedic Hospital 


Infirmary, 


| Buncombe County. for humanity in giving needy persons an op- 
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Aye I ele ae other fine things constructed in the State. 


purification 
plant, Fayette- 
ville. In addi- 
tion, the WPA - j 
has completed 22 NC-WPA‘s contribution toward the control of 
“waterworks i 
plants.” 


The WPA has completed three combi- 
nation City-Hall-Fire-Stations. At Spen- 
| cer above, Marion, left and at Hemp. 


which they built in their home town, Jacksonville. 


i With their neighbors, \/PA workmen are now enjoying the community house 


raat ran 
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Stone brought to Roanoke 
Island as ship ballast— 


Pageant, commencing July 4, 1937, to be 
shown throughout Summer — July 14 has 
been designated as WPA day. 


The Entrance 


Within the past four years Federal work relief 
funds, through CWA, ERA and WPA, have been 
used to restore this historic site. Within the six- 
teen acre tract, enclosed by a palisade, are build- 
ings constructed after careful research of old 
records. 

Dare County is preparing to celebrate the 350th 
Anniversary of the first English colony in the New 
World at the birthplace of Virginia Dare, the first 
child born of English parents in America. 

A pageant, “The Lost Colony,” will be presented 
throughout the summer, commencing July 4, 1937. 
The production is under the direction of the “Play- 
makers” of the University of North Carolina and 
the N. C. unit of the WPA Federal Theatre proj- 
ect. The principals of the cast were selected 
from the rolls of the WPA-FTP. 

Sir Walter Raleigh's first colony landed on Roa- 
noke Island during the summer of 1585. The 
subjects of Queen Elizabeth built homes and a 
fort. After a year of waiting for supply ships, 
despairing, the settlers set sail for England. The 
supply ships arrived, left fifteen men on the island 
and returned to England. 

Raleigh’s third expedition — known as the “Lost 
Colony,” under the leadership of Governor John 
White, arrived during July 1587.. The men from 


A dwelling 


Fort, monument to Virginia Dare (right) 


Governor White's House (below) 
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Dare County, 
assisted by 
— WPA 
Projects, 
celebrating. 


Below: The WPA constructed amphitheatre on | 
the strand near where the colonists landed. It-| 
is the setting for the pageant and where the WPA 


At right: The read- 
ing of “The Lost Col- 
ony” by Paul Green 
(manuscript inhand). 
eee ony by bet: 
‘Koch, Supervising Di- 
“rector and Regional 
Adviser. \WPA-FTP 
(by tree), Samuel 
Selden, production di- 
rector (white suit), 
“Harold Bailey, State 
\WPA-FTP — director 
(seated right), and 
others are \X/PA play- 
ers who are. taking 
the leading roles. 


band and orchestra will play. 


the supply ships had disappeared, the Fort had 
been destroyed but the dwellings were intact. 
White’s group of more than 100 persons included 
seventeen women. They established themselves in 
the old houses and erected others. 

In August 1587, Governor White returned to 
England for reinforcements. The War with Spain 
prevented his return to the “City of Raleigh’ until 
1590 when he found all inhabitants gone, the 
buildings razed and all supplies despoiled. 

The mantle of mystery enshrouded the colony 
and the only clue found by White, the grandfather 
of Virginia Dare, as to the fate of his charge was 
the word “CROATOAN” carved on a post in the 
Fort. Croatoan, an Indian town, was situated on 
an island in Pamlico Sound. The bronze tablet 
shown in the photograph above is symbolic of the 
Original carving, 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt will attend the 
pageant on August 18, the known birthday of 
Virginia Dare. 


. 
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The first public prayer of Eng- 
lish worship ever uttered in 
America was on Roanoke Island 
in Dare County. The State. 


Greensboro-High Point Airport Is 2 _ 
Formally Presented By WPA Chief 4 


BANQUET HELD 


Col. J. Monroe Johnson Prin- 
cipal Speaker—Other Of- 
ficials Make Talks, 


200 men given em- 
ployment for seven- 
teen months. 


ABOUT 400 ARE PRESENT 


In a setting scintillating with 
luminaries of aviation, government 
officials, both state and national, 
and figures nearer home, Guilford 
county Jast night accepted its brand 
new airport from George W. Coan, 
state WPA administrator, at a ban- 
quet given in the ballroom of the 
King Cotton hotel, with Col. J. 
Monroe Johnson, assistant secretary 
of commerce, as the rededication 
speaker, 

Joining Colonel Johnson in con- 


Below: 


gratulating the county and the WPA-built 
cities of Greensboro and High Point Administration 
in accomplishing the reconstruction Buildin 

of the Greensboro-High Point air- g, 

port were Harllee Branch, assistant Airport, 
postmaster general; Gov. Clyde R. Guilford 

Hoey, Senator Robert R. Reynolds, ies 

and Representative William B. Um- County. 


stead, of the sixth congressional dis: 
trict. 
Distinguished Fliers Present. 

Among the distinguished fliers 
present were Lieut. Com. Frank M. 
Hawks and Rear Admiral A. B. 
Cook, in charge of the aeronautical 
division of the United States navy. 
‘Plans had been made for Dick 
Merrill, noted Eastern Air Lines 
pilot, to attend, but it was an- 
nounced that: he and Jack Lambie, 
who this month made an epochal 
round trip flight across the Atlantic 
were being decorated with the Con- 
gressional Medal of Honor at a ban- 
quet in Washington. Hope was ex- 
pressed that he. would be able to 
join in today’s activities at the air- 
port. 

Recognition was extended to 
many in the state, not only in avia- 
tion but in state and municpal 
capacities, who have participated in 
the development of the airport. 

A good many of the guests were 
delayed in arriving, but before the 
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250. Airmarking projects in that many North Carolina and cities 
give guidance to the aviation world. 


_ Above: Aerial view of Winston-Salem Airport, 
which when completed, will compare favorably with 
the finest fields in the South. 


i Grading Rocky Mount’s Airport, above, and Salisbury’s, 
| below. 


Below: As sub-drainage was being installed dur- 
ing Wilmington-WPA airport construction. 


NINE WPA 
AIRPORT JOBS IN 
NORTH CAROLINA 


Right: WPA’ workmen 
crushing rock for Ashe- 
ville - Hendersonville air- 
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Length of runways two, 3,000 feet. 


One, 
500. feet wide. 


2,500 feet, all three 


CHARLOTTE’S NEW WPA AIRPORT is now serving the Queen 
City doubly — the first assistance was affording work relief to 
Mecklenburg County’s unemployed — now that city shares in air 
mail and passenger service. 


Taxi strip, 18,000 square yards. 
Hanger 100 x 100 feet, in fore- 
ground. 


The administration building and rotating beacon. 


STATISTICS TELL THE STORY 


366,119 man hours of labor 
350,000 cu. yds. common excavation 
154 acres clearing and grubbing 
250,000 sq. yds. finish grading 
86,000 cu. yds. top soil 
16,200 lin, ft. 6” pipe in place 
4,200 lin, ft. 8” pipe in place 
250 lin. ft. 10” pipe in place 
5,100 tons crushed stone (in drain ditches) 
125 cu. yds. concrete spillways 
35 cu. yds. concrete class ‘‘A’’ foundations 
555 sq. yds. 6” concrete floor 
200,000 lbs, structural steel 
One 6” well, 118 feet deep 
Lighting System: 
One 36” double rotating beacon 
1 airport code beacon 
One 75’ beacon steel tower 
41 clear boundary lights 
18 green range lights 
8 single obstruction lights 
8 duplex obstruction lights 
1 lighted wind cone 
1 lighted wind tee 
2 apron flood lights 
1 ceiling projector and alidade 
45,000 ft. underground electric cable 
2 flood light banks of 3 flood lights each-——each light with 
3,000 watt capacity 


Adult Education Pupils 
_ Celebrate Year Of Wark 


Advance For Signature *X’ 
Made By Thousands in 
State 


The light of knowledge carried 
into illiterate shadows of the State 
by teachers of the seven-fold WPA 
leducation program shone brightly 
yesterday im Memorial Auditorium. 
| Nearly 3,000 representative white 
and Negro adult studénts from 
‘mountains to the coast were as- 
't}sembled there to celebrate the com- 
pletion of a school year under the 
Federal program. 

To most of these the last year has 


meant an advance from using an} 
“xX” as a signature to writing in 
their own hand the letters spelling | 
their names, from a state in which ]} 
printing was nothing but a series 
of marks to where these marks had | 
come to mean new worlds of infor- | 
mation and pleasure had been 
lopened to them. 

In cognizance of the enhanced so- 
cial value of these thousands be- 
cause of the education program, 
State and Federal education and 
government leaders addressed the 
assemblage to encourage the ef- 
forts of the students and set them 
on the road to further enlighten- 
ment and wisdom, 

Students Make Comments. 

Representative men and women | 
students told of the great adven- 
ture in finding new worlds opened | 
to them through education. Even 
greater testimony of their educa- 
tional development were the varied 
displays of adult student work in 
the basement of Memorial Audi-| 
torium, in Shaw University and Cal- 
vary Baptist Church. 

These students, having paid their 
own expenses to visit their State 
Capital, were given the personal 
good wishes of their Governor 
who, in his talk to ther, said, 
“Education is the supreme effort 
of the State, of society—to equip 
people for their work, their life. 
Adults in this State formerly un- 
Hable to read or write are now hav- 
ing brought to them education at 
least to the extent that they can 
Iicontinue their own. The value of 
|ithis is not to be viewed only in 
|| teNews and Observer—5-22-37 tion 
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ADMINISTRATOR COAN 


Addressing Students 


George W. Coan, Jr., State WPA 
Director, preceded his introduction 
of Governor Hoey with a brief ad- 
dress on the aims of WPA. 

“You are urging that a permanent 
program be set up so that you may 
continue your education . . . and 
thereby better appreciate the true 
relationships between things and 
people,” the State Administrator 
told the students. 

“Our Great Day.” 

Presiding over the meeting was 
Mrs. Elizabeth C. Morris, State Di-. 
rector of WPA Education program, 
who termed the celebration “Our 
great day.” 


Erwin Extends Welcome. 

A welcome was extended the 
students by Superintendent of Pub- 
lic Instruction Clyde A, Erwin who 
stated a need for making adult 
education a part of the State’s pro- 
gram. 


At left: Mrs. Elizabeth C. Morriss, State 
Director, and Dr. L. R. Alderman, Federal 
Director WPA Education Proaram at the 


Students and teachers attending WPA Education Pro- 
gram Dramatized Exhibit, Raleigh, May 21, 1937. 


The State Is Richer 
There’s no way of estimating the 


permanent value of the out-of- 
school educational projects of. the 


_|| WPA represented here this week by 
+ 1} reports, exhibits and demonstrations 
| of activities of adults and children 


over the whole area of North Caro- 
lina. 
It seems, even to the person who 


If has quit the process of formal edu- 


cation somewhere along the elemen- 


| tary grades, that the difference be- 


tween making a mark and laborious- 


1] ly penning a signature is a pitifully 


little to make a great fuss over. 
That’s a surface judgment. The real 
difference must be measured from 
another angle and with considera- 
tion for reflections out of the deeper 
wells of human motives and aspira- 
tions. 

Without a doubt, public education 
has fallen short of its universal ap- 
peal and application in too many 
cases when the illiteracy of parents 
became an example and an excuse 
for illiterate children rather than a 
spur toward breaking the stubborn. 
cycle of inherited handicap. Certain- 
ly the adult, man or woman, who 


conquers diffidence and embarrass- 


ment and achieves the means of 


reading and of communicating with 


others intelligibly through the writ- 
ten word is a valuable advocate won 
late but profitably to the whole 
cause of education. 

North Carolina is infinitely richer 
in ways that will be reflected in the 
future happiness and well being of 
its citizens for the thousands of men 


_and women who, by the help of their 


government, have found a new 
means of response to the currents of 
intelligent life about them, 


MORE ABOUT WOMEN’S AND PROFESSIONAL PROJECTS 


On May 1, 1937, a total of 10,256 persons were employed on the 413 projects 
being operated in the State by the Women’s and Professional Division of the North 
Carolina Works Progress Administration. A resume of the WPA work program as 
it affects women revealed that on February 6, 1936, a peak load of near 19.000 
females, 86 per cent of which were assigned to sewing rooms, was carried by 
NC-WPA. At present, sewing rooms of the State employ 5,276 women, or 51.2 
per cent of the total load. 


On May 1, 548 relief workers were employed in school lunch rooms throughout | 
the State, 1,132 were assigned to library and bookmending projects; clerical proj- 
ects afforded work for 475; cleaning and renovating projects, 921; adult and 
nursery schools, 642; recreational activities, 613: surplus commodities, 216; public 
health nursing, 83; homemaking, 111; art, drama, music, and writing, 239. 


New Projects q 


Gardening and canning projects are being started in all sections of the State by i 

Works Progress Administration, and thousands of cans of fruit and vegetables will 

be preserved during the summer season for distribution to the poor during the fall 

MRS. MAY E. CAMPBELL and winter. A state-wide library project, which’ will emphasize extension work 
rather than bookmending has been installed. 


Director, Women’s and 
Professional Projects 


Training Conferences 


Under the supervision of Miss Helen Reinhardt, assistant director of Women’s 
and Professional Projects, five 5-day forewomen training conferences have just 
been concluded in all districts. Courses included the keeping of reports, planning 
of personal work schedules, outlining project activities, maintaining production 
standards, discipline of workers, and planning and conducting a training program 
for project forewomen and workers. These district meetings are being followed 
up by training conferences in individual counties. Attendance at these meetings 
has been excellent. 


“The result of our giving work relief 
is now plainly written on the faces of 
thousands of women who have been en- 
abled to maintain themselves and their 
dependents in a world of economic un- 
certainty.” 


’ 
ij 


Left: Public records in 78 North 
Carolina counties and 93 cities 
and towns have been or are being 
catalogued. 


y 


Right: 679982 public school 
textbooks and 206,049 library 
volumes have been reconditioned 
and returned to circulation. 


Seay # 
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Right: Five million hot lunches were served by re- 
| lief workers to more than 35,000 under- 

nourished school children (white and 
Negro). 


Negro sewing room. 


Until May 1, 1937, 2,833,268 
garments were produced in WPA 
sewing rooms for needy North 
Carolinians. 


White sewing project. 


Outside the realm of work-relief we 
have initiated our women into the 
mysteries of budgeting scanty family 
incomes, helped them convert drab huts 
into cheerful homes and to renew their 
interest in life and living. 
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CITY ACCEPTS NEW NEGRO SWIMMING POOL.—Above, ‘a composite picture showing three sides of the Fourteenth street 
Negro swimming peol, a WPA project. The picture was taken while white and colored leaders of Winston-Salem gathered at the far 
end for a brief ceremony transferring the property. On the two sides are seen the hundreds of Negroes gathered to see the formal 
opening. 


Below, State WPA Administrator George W. Coan addressing the throng. Behind him are city and recreation officials and repre- 
sentatives of both races.—(Staff photo). Tain City Sentinel—6-10-37 


The Community Center at Beaufort, built by WPA and sponsored b 


y Carteret County has been dedicated. The project consists ” 


of a large community building (below), a nine hole golf course, athletic field, a lake, and general landscaping. An average of /2 
men were employed over a 17 months period. 
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WPA Foremanship Training 


Over eight hundred certificates of attendance have been presented to WPA supervisors who participated in Foremanship Train- 
ing Conferences conducted throughout the State during April and May. Thomas E,. Winn, general supervisor of the training pro- 
gram, is highly pleased with the interest shown by his “students,” and the splendid foreman-worker relationship which has resulted. 


The conference method of training, employed by WPA in each of the forty-eight states, enables project foremen and timekeepers 
to exchange construction ideas, to study administrative angles of work-relief, and to develop qualities of leadership. Questions of 
human relationship were paramount in the North Carolina course. 


Foremanship responsibility, WPA executives believe, is a triple responsibility. To the administration he represents the workers; 
to the workers he represents the administration; to the sponsoring agency he must prove his worth by carrying on an effective and 
economical project. In the meantime, conference-trained supervisors are better prepared to take advantage of future opportunities. 


Included in the groups which receive training in North Carolina were numerous sponsor-paid foremén and relief workers who, 
through a knowledge of project operation, hope to improve their stations in life. Hundreds of letters have been received by 
Geo, W. Coan, Jr., state administrator, who issued the certificates, from individuals who took part in the discussions, each evidencing 


a new interest in the WPA program. 


Foremanship training classes at Wilkesboro and Greensboro. 
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ILOCAL PARK DEDICATED 
\BY ADMINISTRATOR COAN 


yor Sikes Accepts Recreation Cen- 
ter On Behalf of City. 


; brief formal exercises here 

ursday, State WPA Director George 
f Coan, Jr., turned over to Mayor 
. D. Sikes the Monroe park and re- 


reation center in what Mayor Sikes 
lared to be “the most important 


tate and district WPA _ Officials 
fave the final inspection to the pro- 
ct before turning it over to the 
ayor. Present in addition to Mr. 
mn were John Grice, Fourth WPA 
rict director, D. M. Rea, assistant 
ict director, several members of 
State staff, all members of the 
ct staff, and a number of other 
ors. Practically the entire dis- 
personnel were present for the 
becue that followed the formal ex- 
ses. 
. R. Presson, president of the Mon- 
Merchants’ association, served as 
ter of ceremonies and introduced 
visitors. H. L. Burdette, city 
mager, who has had direct super- 
on of the project for the City of 
mroe and who was’ given major 
redit for carrying the project through 
vith the aid of the WPA, introduced 
Ar. Coan. 
“Mr. Coan declared the project to 
e@ one which any city of the State, 
rge or small, would be proud to 
lossess. “In this park and recreation 
enter you have something that you, 
Wour children, and your. children’s 
| nhildren can enjoy for years and years 
yo come,” Monroe Enquirer 
| 


| fy 


Aerial view WPA-Monroe Municipal Park. 


Club house, front of the grove, swimming pool 
and bathhouse in left foreground, two. story 
caretaker’s house at extreme right. 

Rising 116 feet above the campus of the 
North Carolina State College of Agriculture and 
Engineering at Raleigh, is a granite clock and 
bell tower, completed by the WPA. The alumni 
of State College started the shaft as a memorial 
to their alma mater’s war dead. Several years 
ago, stringent times caused an abandonment of 
the endeavor. 

The monument now stands not alone as a 
memorial to the war sacrifices of State Col- 
lege but also as a reminder that in days of 
economic stress work was given to, and well 
performed by unemployed quarriers, stone set- 
ters, cutters and carvers and unskilled laborers 
in Mt. Airy and Raleigh. 

The photograph (right) shows the extent of 
construction before the. WPA took over the 
finishing. task. 

The back cover portrays the WPA completed 


tower and base. 


Mayor V. D. Sikes (left) and 
Administrator Coan at the presen- 
tation of Monroe Municipal Park. 
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North Carolina ; 
Works Progress Administration | : 
Raleigh, N. C. | 


Left to right: E. G. Dorsey, Employment Director; Mrs. May E. Campbell, Director, Women’s and Professional Projects; John D. Spinks, 
Deputy Administrator and Director of Operations; Geo. W. Coan, Jr., State Administrator; A. R. Turnbull, Finance Director; Mrs. 
Elizabeth C. Morriss, Director Education Program; and Jas. S. Massenburg, Compensation Officer—Not in the photograph: Fred J. 
Cohn, Director Information Service; Miss Chloris Kellum, Associate Employment Director; C. E. McIntosh, Director NYA; Miss Ronie 
Sheffield, Director Recreation Projects. 
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FOREWORD 


Contrary to popular opinion, the work opportunities given 
by and the accomplishments of the North Carolina W/PA 
have not been preponderantly urban. The expenditure 
for \W/PA benefits in the county-wide and rural areas has 


been about $18,500,000 of the approximately $33,000,000 HEREIN : 
of WPA and sponsor’s funds spent since the inception of Page 
the program. Nor has any county, city or town been . one 
rade A Leura RUNGIgSey hc. Sci elaine a eene eee 6 
particularly favored. The State Administrator has al- CMe ARPEL PEGE i 
located WPA funds for projects on a strictly mathematical Agricultural Workshops .......00eeeeeeee es 16 
basis as calculated on the number of needy unemployed 
in the several localities of the State. The fact that some Ai Child \Goesto Sahota nes diaalae atta ane 12 
places have more impressive projects than others is due 
to the sponsoring bodies having made larger contributions Back to Cities and Towns.............++2-. 7 
to the endeavors. All \W/PA projects are selected by the _ | 
local county and city commissioners, or in the case of Consolidated Schools .........-+...-2 0005 
state-wide projects, by state officials, before they are ne ia 
( MMI MRR RNA a Wig dio Ve clym sel oles er ec tiy amy id ce 18 
prosecuted by \W/PA. Courthouse Additions ...... 
Education: nil RUC VAFeGSl ties! ui)4 Ui mute etonena 17 
In this issue, rural aids are sketched. 
Forms to-Markebl Roads wash ci ih eis ati aan 3 
Pe Gdrdeningiidind: Gorninaiyc wi ais teeemue ee 42 
(Lateef 
Labrony HEMMeMStOn dui be tae mir icky ale emteng Galle agen 17 


GEO. W. COAN, JR. 
State Administrator 
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The photographs show W/PA workmen quarrying, crushing, hauling and spreading 
stone on a Farm-to-Market road project. This particular operation is in Burningtown 
Township, Macon County, where a loop of twenty-three and one-half miles of road- 
way has been graded, bridges and culverts placed. The surface of the entire route 
is a deep bed of crushed stone. 


The two hundred men, who have earned their living through this W/PA project, live in 
the Burningtown section, which contains three ‘school districts. Formerly, during 
weeks of the winter months, hundreds of the farm residents of this region had been 
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The Burningtown Road 


isolated due to impassable road conditions. Neither school busses nor rural mail carriers could make their 


appointed rounds. 


Happy over having had work, these \/PA employees are happier in the knowledge that, by their own labors, 
their homes and those of their neighbors will be no longer shut off from the rest of the world for weeks and 


that their children can go to school for the full term. 


WPA FARM-TO-MARKET ROADS 


Approximately 3,000 miles of WPA Farm-to-Market roads 
have been built, reaching every county in the state. The best 
methods of road construction have been employed, using rock 
in the mountain and hill country, sand-clay in the east. 
Many bridges and hundreds of culverts have been installed. 
Besides prior accomplishments, WPA is planning expenditures 
on secondary roads, with the cooperation of the State High- 
way Department, in as great degree as those heretofore 
made. Again, WPA has blazed the trail, or rather has so 
repaired the trail, that thousands of North Carolina farm 
families have been literally “lifted out of the mud.” 

Records indicate that private employment has so depleted 
the number of skilled and semi-skilled workers, formerly em- 


ployed on WPA projects, that in recent months, the Works 
Progress Administration has found it advisable to emphasize 
and stimulate projects which afford work opportunities to a 
large majority of unskilled people, which means that in the 
counties, farm-to-market roads, and in the cities and towns, 
street and sidewalk construction and extension work are being 
featured. The total amount of WPA funds expended in 
North Carolina for farm-to-market roads and general street 
improvements and repair work will approximate 40 per cent 
of total expenditures; and since the total funds expended in 
the past 28 months exceed $33,000,000, the amount spent on 
county secondary roads and town streets will exceed 


$12,000,000. 
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AGRICULTURAL BUILDINGS 


rf Comparatively recent in North Carolina has been 
~ the Agricultural Extension Service. 


ss 


~ 


This found many of the counties without adequate 
quarters for the Farm Agent, Home Demonstration 
_ Agent, laboratory space, and an assembly hall, to 
serve agrarian interests. 


Much more recently the WPA and_ thirty-three 
Boards of County Commissioners desired to provide 


work opportunities for many of the home-folks who 
were needy and unemployed in those counties. 
Many of them were given work on County Agricul- 
tural Buildings. Citizens of those counties were 
“tided” over the economic depression. Their wages, 
spent in their home communities, aided the local 
merchants and now the counties have these needed 
buildings all of which have been completed. Many 
have been shown in previous issues of our booklet; 
many more are displayed on the preceding page, this 
ard the subsequent four pages herein. 
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Building, at Lumberton 
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Front and side views, Randolph County 
Agricultural Building 
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Montgomery County (rear view) 
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Rockingham County 
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Yes, another sewing room picture. It would take more pages than we've ever 
published to show all of the 3 329.462 garments which WPA-employed women 
have made, distributed to needy North Carolinians. The above material is that 


in which below 


Many needy unemployed knew how to till the 
gardening projects were started over the sta 
WPA workers are reaping their harvests of stri 
to North Carolina have been grown to Sup 


ee Sy Pa 


| Ve Tae: 


The produce was hauled by WPAers to 
nearby center, where a canning project ¥ 
being carried on. q 


This underprivileged young miss goes to schoo! 
adequately clothed because the woman above 
had been given a chance to earn her living. 


When she gets to the consolidated school which 
her daddy helped build, she wouldn't like to study 
“on an empty stomach.” What has that to do 
with the other pictures on this spread? 
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One of the places where the 68,795 cans and jars of preserved and 8,758 pounds ‘| 
of dried foodstuffs prepared by WPA are stored. From whence they go to schoo! i] 
lunchrooms for the child shown going to school or for a child like this: 


stively but they had no ground to cultivate. So, 
unty-owned properties. In the above picture, 
1s and corn. All types of vegetables indigenous 
the food donated for school lunches. 


[here it was put through the processes of preser- 
‘ation for winter school use as shown above and 
elow. 


To 35,000 of whom, last year, the WPA prepared 
and served over five million donated hot school 
lunches. We're doing the same this year, sup- 
plemented by WPA-produced and canned food. 


Following are school buildings to which attend 
children of scores of the men who assisted in the 
construction thereof. 


3931 


Bethel School, 
Watauga County 


villages. 


sections of the mountains. 


THE PWA AND WPA 

HAVE PREVENTED A 
DEPRESSION /N 

SCHOOL BUILDING/N 


NORTH CAROLINA 


The sign mentioned in 


Supt. Erwin’s letter 


Fig School, Ashe County 


Among the 805 school buildings which 
the WPA has built or repaired are 20 
additions and 45 new ones—nearly 
all of them are in rural areas or small 
We show a few of the 
schools built of native stone in rural 


Consolidated school at Alarka, 
Swain County, which replaced the 
buildings shown to the right and 
left, which were formerly used as 
schools. 

All of the schools, built by WPA in 
rural sections, consolidated and 
discarded many such inadequate 
shacks. 


Modern sewerage systems installed 

in the new structures, replaced the 

use of prior insanitary facilities. 

The one, at right, was at old 
Alarka. 


| Edwards & Broughton Co.—11-14-37—5M 


Agricultural workshop, Lucama, Wilson County 


geri ME Cy 


AS,687 WPA-bwilt sanitary privies dot the country- 
side. 


Naturally, the 928 miles of dredging and lateral ditching 
finished by WPA benefits rural residents not only from a 
majarial control standpoint but, also, many fine areas have 
been returned to cultivation or protected from flooding. 
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WPA library projects, sponsored by the State Library Commission, service the county 


____ and school libraries. The “bookmobiles” carry books to the rural home, the crossroad 
_ store, and the factory. 


25 Counties had Partial 92 Counties now have Library Service 
Library Service “through 

403 School Libraries 

76 Branch Libraries 

poh gl 108 Public Libraries 


trom —_..9B Sco 
7 Book Trucks 


Counties 34 Counties had County 
in the State and City Library 
of North Carolina Service 


were without any 


type of Library Service 


if the 211,000 books 
borrowed from WPA Read- 


ing Rooms in the past 3 months 


had been bought they would have cost 
the people of North Carolina $317,862 


Leaksville Library 


ry r 4, 


Hamiet Library 
right: 


A rural literacy class 


Last year, the seven-fold WPA education program 
of the State Department of Public Instruction, 
taught 35,770 people in Tar Heelia. It is note- 
worthy that of that enrollment, literacy, parent 
education, homemaking, vocational training and 
general adult education were taught to 20,700 per- 
sons from rural areas. 
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Rural community houses. 
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Three county consoli- 
dated school teacherages 
at Chesterfield, Jasper, 
and the one at left is in 
Northampton County. 


At the banquet formally opening Wilmington Armory, October 29, 1937. In the usual manner, Louis EB. Fisher, City Com- 
missioner of Finance, Geo. W. Coan, Jr., Congressman J. Bayard Clark, Captain W. H. Kelley (grey suit), Colonel R. S. Mc- 
Clelland, Major M. H. Austeli, Commissioner J. E. L. Wade, and Chairman Board County Commissioners, Addison Hewlett. 


Two of the 21 WPA 
armory projects are at : 
Concord, left, and Gas- 
tonta, right. 


924 Story 20 


Two hundred and twenty-eight miles of street paving and resurfacing have been completed by NCWPA 
wage earners. Residents on many city and town blocks, too, have been protected from mud or from the 
car's shaking itself and them ‘'to pieces.’ These jobs required the removal of many miles of street-car 
tracks where motor buses had replaced street cars. A few of the many projects are shown. 
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In this house, President Andrew 
Johnson was born December 29, 
1808. The WPA “took it for a 
ride” from its former location 
where it was in danger of being 
set afire from railroad engine 
sparks and where hoboes were 
using it as sleeping quarters. It = | 
is shown arriving at the accessible, 
safe, beautiful location where it ; 
*%_ will be entirely reconditioned, the 
a plot landscaped. 


* Pe 


Pe Gay Be Two completed swimming pools and 
i AAS UME aa bathhouses at Durham, for whites, — 
oe : left; for Negroes, right. te 


Bigs uccttestt 


Swimming pool and 
bathhouse, Sylva. left. 


ges if) 
Field house at State Colle 
Stadium. 


Railroad overpass, 
County. 


cae 


QWPA 944 Stony 3 
The Winston-Salem stadium project 
started March 2], 1937. It has pro- 
gressed far, as these pictures will dis- 
play. The 14,000-seat affair is a verita- 
ble bee hive of activity 


Nearly a full view showing field house; 
the track taking shape; and WPA work- 
ers finishing the left side. 


One-half looks like this 
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Installing and painting seats. Screening cinders for the track. Preparing the ground 
for shrubbery. 


ee 


hth 


He 


tiie 


i 


= 
& 


ai 


bi 


ae 


tae 


pine: gee 


zs 


ba 


Du 


i 


ease gt. aI 
a ed Si ae 


te VRE 
PRC 


i \ - 
} ake 
Vince 


tea < 
“ 
hoe 


pores: 


whale a 
hi 

Var 

ae 


eh et hes he , 


FT df RAR x 
Pap, RH - 
fd aE : 


era? 


Gs 


Se 


mS) 


a 


9 


a 
baer 


can 


fee 


Recap OT SaaS 


ets : ; Renate Seca SpA sseix 


“ Cereenate ah 


tate 


ait 


Ne 


Sipetaes 


fx 
* 


bale 


ma 


cay ee 


fit f f c : ait cgs : Batets : ‘ este 3 ae nts eS 


4 


ahetel 


Lo 4 


! ae ert tereet trae S a pts , a is 
sere He fat i eee as 

es Salt eae z pir sts 5 a a as © fi reat 5 fh etek ae tack Re Sa ceupS : Sates 
Bite Maiti 2 ee ti a petal Ee 9 Ae f eared : 3 eeere 
et ; 


SN 
atts ecreaat 


“aie 


